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Free Kite Catalog 
Send for our 80 page color 

Catalog and get the kites you 
want when you want them. We 
specialize in unmatched 
selection and fast service. We 
also guarantee your satisfaction 
with everything you buy. 

For the best kites and 
service, send for your free Into 
The Wind Kite Catalog today! 
Retail sales only. 

I 1991 Into The Wind Catalog 
Whatever your style of kiteflying, you'll find 

what you need in the Into The Wind Kite Catalog: 
Hundreds of kites pictured in full color. 
Over 40 different stunt kites. 
Complete range of kitemaking supplies and tools. 
The best selection of kite line anywhere. 
Kite packs, wind meters and kite lighting systems. 
Windsocks, boomerangs and flying toys. 

Into The Wind 
1408-G Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 449-5356 
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C Same-day service 
available. 

C lo minimum order 

1L 

required. 
Largest selection of 

toys as well as a wide 
variety of kites and line. 

Yew video catalog 
(VHS onlyk 
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The air is abuzz - 
with the newest creation 

from Condor Kites. 
The Bee is a nimble flier 
with striking graphics 
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You're in control with a Skynasaurm 
sport kite. Perform an amazing 
variety of maneuvers. Screaming power 
dives. Multiple loops. Heart-stopping . 
ground sweeps. Graceful figure eights. 

Skynas,,; Inc. has been bringir ,, jou quality 
and value in sport kites for over 13 years. We 
pioneered the concept of a LIFETIME WAR- 
RANTY in sport kites. With 11 models and over 
15 different accessories to choose from, Sky- 
nasaur Inc. has what you need to keep flying. 

Meet the next generation of spurt kites: the 
ClassicTM series. The Skynasaurs ClassicTM series 
is designed to give you spectacular perfo 
mance at a great price. Acombination of botn 
standard and uniaue features make these kites 
extremelv accurite; reswondina sharwlv to 
each command. 

For a color catalog and the location of th- 
dealer nearest you, call or write today. 



NO MLUTER 
I 

I HOW , , -, , - - -- - - 

I . . .the Rainbow Stratoscoop is impressive. A 30-square-foot 
closed-front foil, it's just one of the more than 40 classic and 
modern kites for the enthusiast from Greens Kites, Europe's 
leading manufacturer of ripstop nylon kites since 1977. 

I Oh yes - We make the aerial camera mount, too! 



Letter from ihe Publisher 

Kites and the Environment Revisited 

W ay back in 1980 when the fuel scare about. Pick any type of kite skin or bones manufacture less 
was at its peak, I wrote a letter to and you're talking about felling trees (for polluting than paper's. 

you in which I praised kiting for its envi- paper or for wood sticks) or creating nox- (Always the trade-offs make waste prob- 
ronmental acceptability: ious pollutants (for plastics or synthetics). lems non-simple.) 

"It doesn't take fossil fuels to fly a kite," These are simply for raw materials, not We do agonize over our sins, but we try 
I said rather smugly. But I did go on to counting the waste in kite product manu- to console ourselves that at least they are 
acknowledge that limited open spaces in facture (all those scraps and all those proportionately small. For example, it 
most urban areas require us to drive to a below-quality rejects). And finally there's would take us 300 years to equal the 
flying site. There's the rub. the litter created by kiteflying itself: think wastepaper produced by one Sunday edi- 

That problem is still with us today. If of all the trees festooned with plastic, tion of the New York Times! 
we think about saving petroleum and cut- sometimes for years after the flying. Still, our bit is our bit and it adds to the 
ting back on "non-essential" driving, Here at Kite Lines we have our own whole. So we have made a change that 
we're forced to decide if kiteflying is essen- type of guilt. Every time we publish an reflects our environmental awareness: our 
tial or not. Well . . . issue of the magazine, approximately 14 Pocket Kite Calendar is now printed on 

My suggestion at the time was: trees are cut down. (I can't believe it recycled paper. We hope you find it just as 
"Decorate the sky that's over you." Nice. either.) In order to bring you pictures that useful in its new, plainer dress. 

But more and more it is not an answer. are sharp and colorful, we must use a You can recycle too. If you don't keep 
According to our recent reader survey, we glossy-finish paper that is less biodegrad- your copies of Kite Lines, please pass them 
are traveling more often to kite events than able than, for example, newsprint. Finally, on to a library, school or kite club where 
ever. So the petroleum problem hangs on because protecting your copy is so irnpor- they can be read and made use of again 
even after 10 years. tant, we polybag it before putting it in the and again. 

And what about kitemaking materials mail. Polyethylene is not very biodegrad- 
and waste? Here's a subject little talked able, though its mass is smaller and its 

the retailer 
nearest you: 

COLORS 
A COLLECTION OF F INE KITES,  FLAGS AND BANNERS CRAFTED BY 
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Our 
Retail Family 

capacity to worry about." 
Bill: "Take care of the busi- 

/t book read: Mary: The ness and it will take care of 
Russia House by John Le you." 
Carrk. Bill: Cruising the Nicest sale I ever made: 100 

Store: The Kite Loft, 5 11 Turquoise Coast of Turkey. "King of the Wind" deltas 

Boardwalk, Ocean City, Last kite book read: Bill: to a convention group. 

Maryland 21842, USA. R e  Stunt Kite Book by Best fringe benefit of the 

Floor space: 1000 square feet. Fuiino and store: Cruising the 

Hours: 9 a.m.-12 midnight. Benjamin Ruhe. Mary: Bahamas every other win- 

Seasonal. "What, are you kidding?" ter aboard the "Sea Rogue." 

Years in business: 16 Favorite flying spot: The Favorite issue of Kite Lines: 

Years profitable: Hard to beaches of Ocean City. Summer 1989, with that 

tell, but we always lived Of the store: great story on the Kite 

well. Promotional flying of giant Capitals of the World, 

Years carried Kite Lines: animal windsocks. awarding Ocean City the 

Ages: 53 and 38 
Favorite food: Porterhouse 

steaks. 
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Letters 

Russia! 

From Russia with Love 
Thank you very much for your surprise- 
Kite Lines. It is marvelously fine!!! 

Your journal gives a large joy for people 
of all the planet ... Hearty thanks! 

Sorry that we must read wonderful and 
beautiful kite articles first. Kites in the 
USSR are the far and unknown stars of the 
galaxy. So we do not know much things 
and have not fiberglass and ripstop nylon. 
(By the way, what is this?) 

We have bamboo and are interested in 
splitting and working with bamboo. What 
is this Tyvek? Will you help us please. 

I am a doctor and think that kites are 
healthy for people. 

I am very proud of you, Kite Lines, and 
of the people of the USA who create won- 
derful kites, and I participate in people's 
joy. -Leonid Novikov, Elisabet and children 

Karaganda, USSR 
Kite Lines has answered Dr. Novikov's irre- 
sistible letter in enthusiastic, if broken, Russian. 
We would be delighted to forward any letters or 
information our readers wish to send. 

Statistically Improbable 
I was prompted to write after reading the 
letter from Elizabeth Shirah (Summer, 
1990). I'd like to point out a very interest- 
ing fact: 

Statistically there is a 50% chance of 
people putting the bridle on the correct 
side of a commercially bought simple 
Eddy kite. However, I have found that 
90% of the people put the bridle on the 
wrong side of the kite and then wonder 
why it does not fly. 

It seems that Murphy is also into kites. 
4 r  Shavit 

Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

Heads Up 
"The Peter and the Power" article (Kite 
Lines, Summer 1990) brought to mind a 
similar cautionary tale. 

About five years ago I was flying next 
to somebody who was flying a head-stick 
kite (also known as the Trinidad mad-bull 
kite; see Kite Lines Winter-Spring 1983). 
About three feet tall, it was hard-pulling. 
It ripped the reel, a wooden board about 
12" x 8", out of his hands. The reel was 
pulled across the field with people either 
scattering out of its path or chasing it. 

The reel bounced its way up a hill and 
the line snagged on some power lines on 
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/ Decorate the wind KiTESTUFF started the revolution 
... in spinning airtoys here's morestuff! 

Here's the Kitestuff airtoys 
... to put more ,zing in your Spring 

SummerFallWinter too! 

* NEW/ HOT Ruin60 in 6 fluorescent colors. 

* # M I  HM Ruin60 friples und hi/s. 

* NEW/ Jupiter, Neon. & h i  kite colors. 

* N W /  Rea! Whife & Blue & M//ow tui/s. 

* Origins/ " IRon6owl Wndspinner & toils. 

* And! the best flying $6 (rstui/) ripstop kifs 

ever, 7he Orh~im/ " Zny Doncer. 

FREE SAMPLES! Request on your kite, toy, 
gift or hobby shop letterhead (only) to; 

- ... . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  - --  , ......... - , . . .  - -  -.-.- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......--.-I the KITESTUFF co. 
Retail mail order prices on Tiny Dancer Kites, 
12" Rainbow or 8 Hot Rainbo Wi.ndspinners. 
$6.75 each, Postpaid or 3 for $17.95 Postpaid. 

51 Layle Lane . Doylestown Pam 
18901 . 215 348 1744 



men. . . Continued 

a property containing an oil pumping sta- 
tion. The tails of the kite pulled the power 
lines together, caught alight, and a few 
minutes later the oil-soaked grass below 
was in flames. Before we could do any- 
thing, the whole hill was in flames. 

The fire was brought under control, 
but we cannot be too careful when flying 
kites. --Clarence Morean 

Port of Spain, 7lUNIDAD 

No Power Line is Safe 
I should mention an incident involving a 
large parafoil and 90-foot windsock in 
Merrimbula, Australia. Barry Munyard 
and Michael Alvares had the kite flying on 
the beach near Barry's shop, held by a sea 
anchor buried deep in a sand flat. As the 
tide came in, the sand softened and even- 
tually the anchor pulled out. 

The parafoil proceeded to pull the spin- 
ning sock into the nearby power lines, 
and, in a spray of sparks, half of 
Merrimbula was blacked out. A large, 
unswallowable lump developed in Barry's 
throat! In the end the kite and windsock 
were recovered. The parafoil has been sent 
back to its maker, none other than Peter 
Lynn, for repair. -Mark Lohrey 

Melbourne, AUSTRALLA 

I What's Going On Up There? 
I'm quite interested in ~ o i ~ l a s  Bentley's 
plans to communicate with his kites via 
fiber optics (Kite Lines, Swnmer 1990). 

I am trying to do something similar, 
but the fiber I've been able to find isn't 
suitable. Either it is designed for laborato- 
ry use and has no strength, or for tele- 
phone communication and is too heavy. 
Its sheath is designed for abrasion resis- 
tance (when it is pulled through under- 
ground conduit) rather than longitudinal 

b 1 I StrYEmete~rologist, I would m e  to lift 

de GRuymbekeeS T I M  
the original Trench O d h o p t e f  & 

. Best wholesale prices nationally 

. Packaged with English instructions - . .  

Same dav ~ h i ~ m e n t  . . 

COVENTRY SALES 
2910 Hampshire Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
shipping: 2161371-9701 1 

A t  your nearest 

for information. 

1 

- 
an instrument package (electronic ther- 
mometers, barometric pressure sensors 
and the like) and read it on the ground. 
The large band-width of fiber optic lends 
itself to adding a video camera and having 
simultaneous live pictures. Control com- 
mands could be sent back up the cable to 
control the camera and instruments. The 
nonconductive properties of glass and rel- 
atively low weight compared to metal are 
definite advantages. 

It should also be possible to control the 
kite with commands sent up the line. 

If anyone knows of a commercial 
I I I source fir suitable fiber optic cable, or has 
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some custom-made fiber they would be 
prepared to part with, would they please 
contact me. -David Fam'er 

Warner Robins, Georgia, USA 

Thanks for the Memories 
We would like to thank you for the service 
you provide in keeping us informed of kit- 
ing events around the world through the 
Kite Lines Pocket Kite Calendar. 

We travelled as a family to Japan in 
October to attend a wedding. Thanks to 
your information, one of the highlights of 
our trip was the Sanjo League Rokkaku 
Battle in Sanjo-shi. We are grateful that 
your magazine provided the information 
we needed to contact the organizers. 

-M. Thompson 
Auckland, NEW ZEALAND 

Flat Chute 
The year 1990 was of interest as I turned 
55, got turned on by kites, bought my first 
sewing machine, learned to sew, entered 
some of my newly made kites in local 
contests, won a prize, subscribed to Kite 
Lines and attempted to create Joel K. 
Scholz's Gale Master on my new sewing 
machine. Its maiden flight brought the 
floppy-kite award, which led me to frus- 
tratedly wonder just where I had gone 
wrong. . 

Lo and behold, today I received my 
issue of Kite Lines with a correction for the 
chute's gores on page 13. Now, what's the 
best way to patiently take ripstop apart? 

4 . A .  Zeller 
Chadwick Beach, New Jersey, USA 

Meritorious Effort 
A long time ago, in the days of Kite Tales, I 
read that the Boy Scouts of America and 
the American Kitefliers Association were 
having discussions to establish a Scout 
merit badge for kiting. This seemed to 
make sense, and they were going to pub- 
lish the requirements for this merit badge. 
Last week, the Rotary Club to which I 
belong asked me to organize a kite festival 
for the Boy Scouts in the district. 
However, no one seems to know if this 
merit badge was ever instituted. Does any- 
one know what happened? 

While I was looking into this, I pulled 
out all my old copies of Kite Tales and Kite 
Lines magazines and went through each 
of them again. I spent many days of plea- 
surable time going through them. This 
caused me to notice the effort you have 

Continued on page 46 ... 

Elite Team 

The "NEW" High Performance 

44 

For more information, please 
write or call for our most 
current catalogue. I k Trains 

4 I 

HY PERKITES 
(619) 231-4977 FAX (619) 231-2963 
1819 F~fth Ave., San D~ego, CA 92101 

- - -- A 

'/2 Elite 

DEERFIELD VALLEY WOODWORKING 
P.O. Box 274 
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What's New: Kites 

A Fist Full of Fighters 
- 

By Me1 Govig, assisted by Valerie Govig and A. Pete Ianuzzi 

FIGHTING 
WORDS, OR 

A LEXICON FOR 
FIGHTER FLIERS 

For purposes of this review and as a 
suggestion to other people, I apply 

the following terminology to single- 
line maneuverable kites: 

*SPEED: 
The actual speed of the kite through 

the air. 

RESPONSE: 
How quickly and smoothly the kite 

reacts to changes in line tension. 

PREDICTABILITY: 
Does the kite behave the same way, 
time after time, to a given stimulus? 

*STABILITY: 
How does the kite fly in the absence 

of commands from the flier? (For 
fighter kites, this is more a matter of 

preference than a rigid criterion.) 

-M.G. 

About the Fighter Kite Scene 
As I have often said, I have hardly met a 
fighter kite I didn't like. Unfortunately, there 
have been too few commercially avail- 
able fighters to like. Even some of these I 
qualify more as one-line-maneuverables 
than as fighter kites; but that's all right, I 
like them too. 

If you want to fly fighter kites, there are 
a few stores that still carry the paper 
Indian fighters. The Grandmaster kite of 
Mylar is available at fine kite shops around 
the world. The Butterfighter by Sky Delight 
Kites and the Carlisle Kiteworks fighter, 
both of nylon, are widely sold and Karl 
Szilagi's paper kite continues a long tradition 
of Manhattan fighters, available through 
Big City Kites in New York City. (There may 
be others I've missed in this quick listing.) 

Now we have three new fighter kites, 
all of nylon, made respectively by Dale 
Vanderhoof of California, Martyr Lawrence 
of Wales and Stan Swanson of Colorado. 

Light as a Feather 
To American kitefliers, the name Old Vic does 

From top: The Black Feather by 
Dale Vanderhoof, the Merlin Fighter not bring to mind the Shakespearean theater 

by M~~~~~ L~~~~~~~ and the in England. It means the no-longer-pro- 
Japanese Bee by Stan Swanson. duced fighter kite by Vic Heredia. People 

who still have Vic's fighters are treating 
them like family heirlooms. 

Now a new version of the Old Vic is on 
the market, an admitted copy except exe- 
cuted in ripstop nylon with hot-cut edges 
and utilizing a pair of overlapping fiber- 
glass cross-spars that give the effect of a sin- 
gle tapered spar. The spine is spruce and 
a spare is thoughtfully provided. 

As a fighter the Black Feather is very 
respectable. It flies well on about the same 
range of winds as the Vic's. If there is 
enough breeze to keep the kite down- 
wind, you can fly it. Its double center-of- 
the-spar makes it stiffer and more respon- 
sive at higher winds without requiring 
second spars or stiffer ones. 

I am afraid that the price required for 
a quality fabric fighter, nearly twice that 
of the Grandmaster, will limit its availa- 
bility. Except for the subtle black feather 
at the center of the kite, there are no 
fancy appliques or inlays to make it a 
wall hanger: it's just a solid-color depend- 
able fighter. It does have some distinctions: 
it is small (read: easy-on-the-fingers-in-a- 
strong-wind); and it can also be rolled 

up for storage and transport to and from 
the flying field. 

There are periodic rumors that someone 
is going to manufacture Vic's fighters 
again. Perhaps if the Black Feather is a suc- 
cess, the rumors will become reality. In the 
meantime, I welcome all good entrants. 

Merlin Magic 
This outstanding entry from Wales (Merlin 
Kites, made by Martyn Lawrence) employs 
two cross-spars but in a different con- 
struction from that of the Black Feather. It 
has a short fiberglass spar across the center 
two-thirds and a full-width flexible spar. The 
two sticks are fitted into pockets in the 
cover, without need for plastic fittings. 

Our sample was of one of the four sizes 
in nylon by this maker, from a variety of 
diamond-shaped fighters in his catalog. 

The Lawrence fighter has a shaped 
bamboo spine, hemmed edges and mul- 
ticolor sail. It demonstrates workman- 
ship and promises durability. 

In practice, the Black Feather and the 
Merlin fighter fly about equally well. 
However, Lawrence's fighter has an edge 
in consistency over a wider range of winds, 
and ability to hold a ground-level spin. 

It is small enough to fly without injury 
to the fingers in all winds, it is light 
enough to fly on a zephyr and it flies the 
same way every time, hot or cold, dry or 
wet, light wind or brisk. 

Except for a special-issue Tom Mallard 
kite that I eventually contributed to the 
Japan Kite Museum in Tokyo, I have never 
flown a cloth fighter kite that performed 
as consistently and predictably as this 
kite from Martyn Lawrence. Thanks to 
Scott Skinner for bringing it to us. 

A Buzzy Bee 
This kite, as bridled and flown by Stan 
Swanson at the AKA convention last 
October, is a cross between an Indian 
fighter and a Korean fighter. It turns 
square corners. It pulls like a tank. It hov- 
ers near the ground without spinning. It 
completes broad sweeps across the hori- 
zon. It takes out line rapidly without los- 
ing altitude. It behaves like a Korean-but 
it isn't one. 

Stan's kite comes equipped with a very 
effective hummer of precisely sliced micro- 
film. The kite with the hummer suffers from 
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piece. Its unique 
spinning action and rainbow 
colors captivate the eye. 

lNOZAN 
FICHTEq 

The classic fighter 

removable arch spar 
allows for compact 

Carlisle 
Kiteworks 

809 Factory St., Carlisle, PA 1701 3 
Wholesale/Retail 7 17-243-791 3 

HAVE YOU BEEN STUNG YET? 

THE WASP@ SPORT KITE 
Overall favorite at the Junction Kite Retreat, 1990. 

High quality construction and performance 
A fast kite with moderate pull 
100 inch wing-span 
Unique design allows precise edgework 
and down-wind maneuvers 
Slight flex causes the spine 
to bow in at the trailing edge 
like a wasp in flight . . . 
Available in traditional and dayglo colors 
with standard exDoxv or NCIW frame 

and introcuding . . . \- 
THE GUINEA WASP@ 
3/4 size WASP@ for the experienced flyer \& 

P. 0. Box 515 
Clute, Texas 77531-0515 
(409) 265-0868 

Dealer inquiries are welcome 



For a catalog send $1 to  

JOE VAUGHAN 
P.O. Box 276 

Mifflinville, PA 18631 
(717) 759-3167 

What's N e w  Kites. . . Continued 

somewhat degraded (slowed) flight. It 
can, of course, be flown without the hum- 
mer for maximum responsiveness. The 
hummer seems every bit as well crafted as 
those of Satoshi Hashimoto (famous bee 
kitemaker of Japan). 

As delivered, and at nearly three times 
the area of the Black Feather or the Martyn 
Lawrence, the kite has a shortcoming. It 
takes its toll in cuts and callouses on the 
index finger. The increased sail area also 

imparts the sense of the kite's being slow- 
er in all its reactions, although experi- 
ence teaches that the relative speed (rel- 
ative to the kite's size) of the kite is more 
in the eye of the flier than in reality. 
Actually the Bee moves more rapidly 
across the sky than the smaller kites, 
dwells with about the same confidence and 
does all its maneuvers with just a bit more 
sky than its smaller rivals. It suffers only 
from heightened line tension. 

Stan also makes a version called the 
Bumblebee, with clek wings. We didn't test 
one, but were told it weighs and flies 
almost the same. 

The Japanese Bee delivers a predictable 
and controlled flight and a downright 
oriental experience, as well as superb 
craftsmanship and a unique appearance in 
the sky. The oak spine was recently replaced 
by an even stronger one of shaped lami- 
nated veneers. 0 

DATA CHART 
Retail Dimensions Weight Major Porta- Assembly Dura- Wind Ease of Skill 

Name and Shape of Kite Price (inches) (ounces) Components bility Time bility Range Launch Level 

Black Feather: 30.00 23x21 0.75 ripstop, E 2 min. E 3-12 G I-S 
Black Feather 0 fiberglass, wood 

Merlin Kites: 0 16.00 24x215 1.00 ripstop, E 2 min. E 3-12 G I-S 
Fighter fiberglass, bamboo 

Stan Swanson: u 47.50 34.5x26.5 1.80 ripstop, E 5 min. E 5-12 G bS 
Japanese Bee fiberglass, wood 

NOTE: Retail price (in US Dollars) is "advertised" or "suggested." Wind range (in mph) covers minimum and maximum speeds deemed suitable by our 
evaluators. Skill levels: N-Novice, I-Intermediate, S-Skilled. Other ratings: P-Poor, F-Fair, G-Good, VG-Very Good, E-Excellent. Dimensions are in the 
following order: height x width x depth. Measurements and drawings are made with the kite standing up on the floor facing the viewer. 
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What's New Books 

Potatoes, Paper and Perfection 

Gone Kiting in Gananoque 
Go Fly a Kite: The Kite Builder's Manual by 
John C. Boxtel (Burnstown, Ontario, 
Canada: General Store Publishing House 
Inc., 1990), softcover, 80 pages, $12.95 
Canadian (about $9.95 US). 

John C. Boxtel, a sculptor and former 
high school teacher in Gananoque, 
Ontario, Canada wants us to share his 
love of kites that began with "the best 
memory of my youth," making kites with 
his father. 

There is no doubt that John Boxtel is 
completely sincere and speaks from a life- 
time of experience. Clearly, he has made 
and flown all the 12 kites in his book (a 
trait that, pity, one cannot take for grant- 
ed in our literature). And there is nothing 
in his work that is absolutely wrong (again 
a characteristic one cannot always expect 
in kite books). Some of the plans are novel 
in construction (the Pirate Ship, Windmill 
and Eagle). The line drawings are informal 
but pleasing, though lacking in dimen- 
sions. And the overall design of the book 
is charmingly, appropriately old-fashioned. 

But "old-fashioned" is a merit that only 
goes so far, especially in kite books. Boxtel 
obviously has never read a thing about 
kites, or run across a kite shop, club or fes- 
tival. In isolation, with only his father's 
guidance, he has independently created 
our avocation from scratch, including his 
own lexicon ("guy strings" for bridle lines, 
for example). 

Amazing, yes, but this man is really- 
I mean really-out of date. Here is some- 
one who talks about "mason string," 
about gluing paper using a cut boiled 
potato, who suggests you climb a tree to 
free a kite, run into the wind, and use 
the wet-finger wind test. The world has 
passed him by. 

Admirably, Boxtel tells his truth, and 
we must tell ours, including what we see 

as sketchy and vague directions, laughable 
uses of materials and a writing style that 
stops short of scintillating. 

As my wry colleague Leonard Conover 
observed, "A novice kiteflier would not be 
able to confidently make a kite from this 
book; an experienced kiteflier would not 
want to." 

For me, this was another example of a 
kite book that reveals more about the 
author's aspirations and character than about 
how one actually makes a kite. Kite book col- 
lectors will want this volume for its curiously 
cloaked history of John Boxtel. -KG. 

Paper Chaste 
Fly Kites by David Pelham (London, 
England: The Penguin Group, 1990), four 
paper kites in kit form, £9.99 ($19.95 US). 

This latest invention from the fertile 
mind of David Pelham is not really a 
book, but four paper kites in kit form 
within a large folder. Illustrated instruc- 
tions help you make, fly and enjoy them. 

The kites (square deltas with keels and 
tails) are ingeniously identical except for 
color, so you can mix or match pieces 
among them. The colors are bright and 
cheerful. The paper is fine quality. The 
printing and die-cutting are meticulous. 

Instructions are orderly, methodical, 
complete and painless. You supply your 
own tools, glue, string, etc. 

At its price, Fly Kites will not break any 
sales records. Avid kiters and/or collec- 
tors may purchase the "book," but casual 
kitemakers may say to themselves, "I could 
make those out of scrap paper." (But could 
they?) 

For me the value of Fly Kites is the read- 
ing. It is both an entertainment and an 
education. David Pelham's wealth of kite 
knowledge is exceeded only by his sense 
of kite humor. Pelham knows what he 
writes and he writes it well. -L.M.C. 

Naturally, making and flying these kites 
had to be part of the review of this "book." 
We made two of the "Flys," taking over 
two hours on each. The design is essen- 
tially a square diamond delta with its 
spars made of folded paper; when com- 
plete it has an appearance of classic sim- 
plicity. 

We flew the kites in gusty 10-20 mph 
winds, not the most suitable for them. 
In spite of that, the Flys performed 
respectably. One needs some patience get- 
ting them up past the ground turbulence, 
but after that they ride the wind more 
than they jump around in it. Since small 
paper kites in our experience tend to be 
skittish, we were pleased. 

We made one modification to one of the 
kites by extending its tail. The sections of 
paper strip tail are designed to link and 
unlink without glue, which gives the flier 
helpful flexibility in meeting varying winds. 

Much as we admired the very clever 
creation of David Pelham, we had to 
admit that the experience of making and 
flying these kites was not on the whole a 
great thrill. It may be just a personal 
idiosyncrasy, but we'd rather make a kite 
from scratch than from a kit (Fly Kites 
are kit kites by broad definition). This is 
especially true when the kit takes longer 
to make than a good quick paper kite 
made from scratch. -KG./M.G. 

The Guru of Trains 
Tezukuri Omoshiro Dako Nyumon (A Primer 
of Interesting Handmade Kites) by Eiji Ohashi 
(Tokyo, Japan: Sankaido Publishing Co. 
Ltd., 1990), in Japanese, softcover, 100 
pages, 1500 yen (about $25 US). 

This latest book by Eiji Ohashi is full of 
kites that are novel, appealing and easy-to- 
make-a good combination for us all. 

Famous for his trains, and in particular 
his arch trains, Ohashi demonstrates here 
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Go FlyaKi6e 
eee at Night! 

Ni#t M o v e s ~ ~  ~ i g h - ~ e c h  
LED light kits are the professional's 
ultimate choice for night flying. 
The kits are completely assembled 
in a self-contained electronic 
chassis with an onloff switch. 
Available In three models and each 
powered by a 9V battery. 

Sky-MotionTM 5 dual-color lights that 
$79.95 change from red to green 

with a motion sensing 
circuit creatlng spec- 
tacular visual effects. 

Star-LkrM 6 lights In red or green 
$69.95 with adjustable Rashlng 

Night MovesTM Large, uniformly illuminated flat LED rate for beautiful 
offers 4 times the Ught emitting area of a conventional LED. displays on both single 

For more infonnatlon or to place an order, call or write: and dual line kites. 

IRONOLOG~. INC. 
Aero-LHeTM 8 lights in red orgreen 

$82.95 with adjustable 
P.O. Box 372798 sequencing rate. An 
Satellite Beach, R 32937-0798 excellent choice for 
Phone (407) 777-7901 Dealer Inquiries Welcome large deltas. 

W h d ~  New: D00kS. . . Continued 

his wide-ranging knowledge of single-bri- 
dle-point kites. In addition, from his wide 
experiments, he has brought an eclectic 
collection to the grouping. 

The book opens with four pages of 
color photographs and an eight-page 
chapter on the basics of construction, 
including tips on bamboo, patterns, paint- 
ing, hummers, bridling and connecting 
kites in train. 

This is followed by four major sections, 
starting with figure kites (cat, ladybug, 
fish-22 pages), then concentrating on 
trains (and specifically arches-32 pages), 
then turning to cellular ("western") kites 
(18 pages) and ending with several 
Japanese-style kites with detailed surface 
treatment and framing variations. 

The book's layout is compressed, tidy 
and easy to follow, even if you don't read 
Japanese. The clear illustrations and the 
ample measurements (metric) are enough 
for the determined kitemaker. Even if you 
don't make any of these kites, you should 
find inspiration in the range of options. 

Is your thinking about trains patterned 
around the Eddy kite? Look at Ohashi's 
stuff-the X-frames, the I-frames, the way 
he cross-joins spine and spar. You get the 
feeling that Ohashi can train any kite 
(and probably has). 

Consider the Edo. Who would try them 
in train with their many-legged bridles? 
Unintimidated, Ohashi says, "I invented 
how to make a dne-bridle, no-tail Edo 
kite. In Japan, we have many-bridle kites. 
It is very hard for people to adjust them. 
I think it's no good. Meanwhile the 
Western kites, such as the delta, have one 
bridle-very easy to fly-very good. So I 
am researching and creating one-bridle 
Japanese kites." 

On the back cover of Omoshiro Dako 
(Interesting Kites) are photos of Ohashi fly- 
ing a train of 40 different traditional 
Japanese kites. He calls it "Japanese Kite 
Exhibition in the Sky." In February, 1990, 
he flew it in Iraq, "hoping to keep friend- 
ship, in vain ... In the Middle East it is very 
hot in the daytime, so they fly at night. In 
Arabic, in some districts, they call it [a 
kite] 'angel of the night.' I think it is the 
most beautiful name in the world given to 
kites." 

It is unfortunate that the book's format 
is small (about 6 x 8 inches), so the pho- 
tographs are small too. There is no-big, 
splashy effect. But look carefully at these 
little pictures. Think about them. And join 
me in quietly saying, "Wow." -KG. 
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Specializing in diarnond- 
shaped "fighters" in a variety 

of sizes, ripstop nylon or 
decorated plastic. 

Also manoeuverable and 
aerobatic birds and bugs. 

Martyn Lawrence 
3 Britannia Street 
Rachub, Bethesda 

Gwynedd LL.57 3EW 
WALES, U.K. 

Te1:+44-248/602-600 

r 
Join the 
Greatest 
Kite Uub 
Anywhere ! 
AII For the En 

ofJust $19. % 5 
Receive: 

FLY-AWAY KITE PIN 1% x l l /z  

0 FLY-AWAY EMBROIDERED PATCH 3% x 3' 
* MEMBERSHIP IN THE GREATEST KITE 

BUYlNG CLUB WITH ADDITIONAL 
10% OFF OUR ALREADY LOW PRICES 
ON EVERMHING YOU BUY 
FLY-AWAY KITE NEWSLETTER 
FLY-AWAY KITE CATALOGUE 

Fly-Away Kites 
1108 Main St. Belmar, NJ 07719 

908-280-8084 
I1111111111 1 

1 NAME 1 
STREET ADDRESS 4 

COMPLEIE AND MAIL WITH $19.95 TO 

We recommend these flrw ktb stores: 

1900 Kites & Bikes Island Kite Co. On The Wind 
A Kite Affair Kaleidoscope Kites Once Upon A Kite 

A.R.F. Enterprises Kastb Kites Paint The Sky 
Air Circus Kite Shop Kauai Kites & Hobby Co. Rainbow Kttes 

Air Traffic Key West Kite Co. Rome Aero 
Candy & Kites Kinetic Kites Seaport Kie Shop 

Catch The Wind Kites Kite Cily Singer Island Kite Shop 
Catch The Wind Kites, Inc. Kiteman Jack's Sky High Kites 

Catchin' Air Kitemasters Sky's The Limit 
Coastal Kites Kites A Fly 'N The Family Kite 

Dr. Gravity's Kite Shop Kites In Flight The Kite Koop, Inc. 
Dynasty Kites & G is  Kites of Boston The Kie Loft Stores 

Flights of Fancy Kites of the Harbor The Kite Pi 
Fly A Kite Kites, Etc. The Kitemaken 

Freestyle Kites K i  Hawk Kites of Son Francisco 
High As A Kie Klassy Kies Village Kite Command 

High Performance Kites Klig's Kites Windfaire, Inc. 
International Kie Co. Koast Kite Dreams Winds of Waco 

Into The Wind Mackinaw Kite Co. Windsox-Flags-Kites 
Island Kie Works Ocean Shores Kies Windy Weather Kites 

Pacific 
kd Heights 

San  r r e n c l r o n C *  

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 
1-800-237-5767 

Handcrafted kites 
by 
MAURlZlO ANGELETTI 

Beautiful flying 
sculptures meti- 
culously crafted 

Custom designs, 
special sizes, 
banners and 
nonflying struc- 
tures available 
on request. 

To receive a 
brochure please 
call or write to: 

I MAURlZlO ANGELETTI 
I P.O. Box 276 I 

MIFFLINVILLE, PA 18631 
Phone: (717) 759-3167 
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Desian Workshop 

The Wind Shot Stunt Kite 

By Mark Lohrey 

T he Wind Shot is a keeled, fully bat- 
tened light-wind stunt kite with excel- 

lent straight-line flight and crisp cornering 
characteristics. It is also a remarkably 
quiet kite. 

The design is a synthesis from other 
stunters, hang-gliders and wind-surfers. 
The work involved in battening the kite, 
adding the keel and scalloping the trailing 
edge is much greater than for most stun- 
ters, but if you want the performance 
advantages, the extra work is worth the 
effort. 

The battens are designed to maintain 
the kite's airfoil shape in flight. The 
increased lift is really noticeable in ultra- 
light versions, where this kite will burn 
when other ultralights are moving slug- 
gishly. 

The keel serves to smooth the airflow 
over the normally exposed airframe, to sta- 
bilize the kite in straight-line flight and to 
give greater acceleration in turns. The trail- 
ing edge design is intended to provide a 
smoother flow transition at the wing tips, 
resulting in a kite that is a pleasure to fly. 

To get maximum performance, all 
excess weight must be-eliminated. Rigid 
lightweight graphite composite spars are 

essential. A wear-and-tear version can be 
built in %-ounce ripstop nylon, but for the 
ultralight, %-ounce fabric is used. 

Materials List 
*two yards ripstop nylon (%-or %-oz) 
*double-sided sailmaker's tape 
*ten pieces of 3/32" by 2/32'' split graphite 
composite arrow shafts (linear fiber) for 
battens, in pairs: 20%", 16%", 12%", 9%" 
and 6%" long 

*ten %-oz ripstop strips, %" wide, for bat- 
ten sleeves, in pairs 6" longer than the 
batten lengths 

*nine feet of 2"-wide heavy ripstop or 
light Dacron polyester edge tape for lead- 
ing edge 

*six inches of 2"-wide nylon seat belt web- 
bing for nose reinforcement 

*eight graphite arrow shafts (28" or 
longer, wound or linear fiber) ?4" o.d., for 
spars 

028" of aluminum alloy arrow shaft, ?4" 
i.d., to make spar joiners (five 4" long, 
one 8" long) 

*two arrow nocks and inserts 
024" of vinyl tubing (tight fit on spars) 
*two 12" solid fiberglass rods for stand- 
offs, diameter %'' 

.six eyelets, 3/16" diameter for threading 
bungee cords 

*approximately 18" of Ys" diameter 
bungee cord 

*sewing machine; hobby knife; hot knife; 
eyelet punch; hacksaw 

Fabric Grain 
The grain should run parallel to both lead- 
ing and trailing edges. To do this, you 
make the sail of the kite in paneled sec- 
tions (see main plan). 

The left and right leading edges can each 
be made from a single piece of ripstop. 

Form the trailing edge surfaces from 12 
panels, each with its grain aligned to the 
edge which will be at the bottom of the 
kite. This allows the fabric grain to follow 
the trailing edge scalloping. [For those seek- 
ing a shortcut: the four panels closest to the 
spine could be made out of one piece of mate- 
;ial without much degradation in perfor- 
mance.-Editors]. Make a ?4" seam on the 
trailing edge. 

Wind forces tend to stretch or blow-out 
the skin along a line from the wingtip to the 
spine, at a point about 40% of the spine's 
length from the nose. To reinforce against 
this stretch, join the leadmg edge and trail- 
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ing edge sections along this line. You can 
make non-stretch seams using sailmaker's 
double-sided tape and zigzag stitching. 

The Battens 
Making the battens is the most tirne-con- 
suming and messy job in this construction. 

Use graphite spars that have been split 
or broken in kiting accidents. Wound rod 
is not suitable, as the wraps of fiber hinder 
easy splitting. Linear graphite rods, such 
as Beman, AFC and Hot Rod are the easi- 
est to split. Other materials may be substi- 
tuted, but the finished battens need to be 
very light, flat and quite stiff. 

Wear thick gloves to  avoid getting 
splinters, and split the rod with a hobby 
knife. Remove any large splinters of 
graphite by drawing the split rod through 
a thick cloth. Avoid breathing the fine 
graphite and fiberglass dust. Don't sand 
the battens, but to prevent further splin- 
tering, paint them with a coat of clear lac- 
quer or polyurethane paint, which binds 
and seals the outside surface. 

The battening has one disadvantage: 
compared to most other stunters, the kite 
cannot be rapidly disassembled to fit into 
a tube bag. You can transport it with the 

two wings folded on top of each other. To 
carry the kite in a tube bag, all the battens 
must be removed. You can store them in a 
0.3" i.d. spar 21" long, fitted with plastic 
end caps. 

The Batten Sleeves 
The battens are held on the kite in special 
sleeves which stretch the skin and still 
allow the battens to be inserted and 
removed. 

Each sleeve has two pockets: a leading 
edge pocket underneath the sleeve and a 
trailing edge pocket on the front of the 
sleeve. There is a small crosswise slit 
halfway up the sleeve. The batten is 
slipped through the slit, pushed up the 
sleeve into the pocket near the leading 
edge, then the section of batten which 
protrudes from the slit is bowed an inch 
or two and slipped into the pocket on the 
trailing edge. The lower half of the batten 
is exposed on the front of the sleeve and 
can be grasped for insertion and removal. 

Both the pockets are made from 
Dacron (7/8" wide 1" long folded in half) 
and held by double-sided tape to the 
sleeve. The tape prevents the batten being 
slipped under the pocket rather than into 

it. The distance between the ends of the 
two pockets is equal to the length of the 
batten. 

The slit lies halfway between the pock- 
ets. The area around it is also reinforced 
with Dacron. Attach a piece of Dacron %" 
wide and 1" long to the sleeve with dou- 
ble-sided tape. Use a hot knife to make a 
%" slit across the center of the sleeve and 
this reinforcing. Make sure the slit is made 
before sewing the sleeve onto the kite. 

Another piece of double-sided tape 
adheres the leading edge pocket to the 
skin to prevent the batten slipping under 
the pocket. This pocket should be just 
below the stitch line that will run along 
the leading edge, while, to give the kite a 
finished look, the sleeve is continued up 
under the leading edge material. 

Use a fine zigzag stitch and sew both 
long edges of the sleeve and the reinforce- 
ments to the skin. 

The Keel 
Unlike other stunt kites, the spine is not 
held by a pocket sewn to the surface of the 
kite. The projecting keel holds the spine 
forward of the sail and carries the spine in 
an open sleeve (see Figure 7). Make the keel 
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BOREAL KITES 
U N I Q U E  H A N D P R I N T E D  KITES 

BY 

G0TQ3e 
BES3GR 

R.R. 4 
St. Thomas, Ontarlo 

CANADA N5P 3S8 
(51 9) 775-2527 

wholesale/reta~l 

Beetle prov~des ample 
lnsplratlon for a k ~ t e  
form Our Lady Beetle 
k~tes come In two sizes 
the Grand Ladybug and 
the Jr Beetle Both k~tes 
are constructed of the 
f~nest qual~ty sa~lcloth 
and f~berglass rod and 
both come w ~ t h  our 
Loop-a-Long Tails. As 
always, your sat~sfact~on 

Please call 1-800-654-3598 
to recelve our current 
catalogue When you are In 
downtown Denver, please 
v ~ s ~ t  our store on the br~dge 
In the Tabor Center 

The Kite Store 
PO Box 17672 
Denver, CO 8021 7 
(303) 595-8800 
(800) 654-3598 

Design Workshop . . . Continued 

and sleeve from %-ounce ripstop nylon. 
Because the spine and aft spreader 

must be held together at a position where 
the spine is hidden by the keel, a hole 
must be cut in the keel. Sew a piece of 
Dacron onto the keel for reinforcing before 
cutting the hole through both the ripstop 
and Dacron. Reinforce for the eyelets also. 

The connector is an 8" aluminum tube 
lashed to the spine by a piece of heavy elas 
tic bungee cord. The aft spreader pieces are 
slipped into the aluminum tube when the 
kite is field-assembled. The bungee cord 
allows the aluminum joiner to be twisted 
out of the way when the kite is being stored. 

The keel is sewn to the skin (reinforced 
on the back with Dacron) about %" either 
side of the center line of the skin. 

The Leading Edge 
The leading edge is a 2"-wide strip of 
Dacron or heavy ripstop, folded along its 
length, and stitched along the entire lead- 
ing edge. Make 4 cutaways to allow the 
vinyl tubing connectors for the spreaders 
to protrude from the leading edge spars. 

The Nose 
A pocket for the spine must be sewn onto 
the skin before the nose is reinforced with 
seat belt webbing (see Figure 2). Use 
Dacron taped to ripstop, 1" wide by 5" 
long, folded in half. 

The ends of the leading edges, and this 
pocket, are covered by the piece of seat 
belt webbing, folded in half along its 
length. Use a soldering iron or hot knife 
to trim the edge of the webbing to the 
same angle as the leading edge. 

The Spars 
To allow for any variation between the 
plan and the finished sail, the spars 
should not be cut to length until the skin 
is complete. Each of the leading edge spars 
is formed from two lengths of graphite 
composite rod, connected by a 4" alu- 
minum joiner. An arrow nock and insert 
should be glued to one end of the rod to 
hold the tensioning bungee cord. 

Starting at the wingtip, the leading 
edge spar is threaded towards the nose, 
passing through a 3/16" hole punched in a 
2" length of vinyl tubing at each of the cut- 
aways. These will hold the fore and aft cross 
spars. About 3" of rod should protrude at 
the wingt~p when the rod is fully inserted. A 
10" piece of bungee cord is passed through 
the wingtip eyelet and the ends tied or 
hand-sewn together to form a 3" loop (see 

Figure I ) .  This loop is slipped over the arrow 
nock, to stretch the leading edge. 

The spine must also be made out of 
joined sections to make it 38" in length. 
The joiner can be concealed within the 
keel. The trailing end of the spine is held 
in a piece of vinyl tubing. Bungee cord is 
threaded through a %" hole punched near 
the end of 2" of vinyl tubing and looped 
through two eyelets on the end of the keel 
before being tied to itself. 

The foreward spreader is 22%" long, 
and each of the aft spreader halves are 
3%" in length. For the aft spreaders, join 
shorter lengths with aluminium tube if 
required. The foreward spreader is passed 
underneath the spine. 

Sew on reinforcing Dacron before punch- 
ing holes for the eyelets. 

The Stand-Offs 
Stand-offs are the small rods which run 
between the trailing edge and the aft 
spreader. They help tension the sail, pre- 
vent any eddies in the wind flow and 
allow unaided launches. 

Use I/s" solid fiberglass rod slipped into 
two pieces of vinyl tubing (3%" and 2" 
long). One piece of tubing is slipped through 
an eyelet in the skin and the other is 
attached to the aft spreader (see Figure 6). 

The Bridles 
The two 3-leg bridles are each formed from 
two lines, one 64" and the other 36". These 
lengths include allowances for knots. 

Each long line is tied to the intersec- 
tion of the foreward spreader and leading 
edge and the intersection of the aft 
spreader and leading edge. A swivel is 
attached by a lark's head knot, which 
allows its position on the line to be easily 
altered. Each short line is tied to the inter- 
section of the spine and aft spreader and 
to one of the swivels. 

To work correctly, the length of the 
short bridle lines, and the place where 
they intersect the long lines, should be 
identical on the left and right sides. 

The optimum flying setting has to be 
determined by trial and error, but as a 
start, set the forward bridle leg to a little 
more than 30". 

As we intergalactic kiters say, "May the 
winds be with you." 0 

MARK LOHREY teaches physics in  
Melbourne, Australia, and has been actively 
designing and making stunt and single-line 
kites for the last two years. 
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Craftsmanship. 
The Tomoe Family Crest Rokkaku. 

Windborne Kites and Skytoys 
54 Main St., Middlebury, VT 05753 

(802) 388-4415 
Call or write for our new brochure describing 
our complete line of handcrafted fabric kites. 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 

The Source 
Full line of stunt kites 

Single line kites 
Wind socks 

Banners 

and accessories 
Also the Hottest Tees 

1-800-333-5944 
for FREE catalog 

FAX 803-448-7370 
Dealer Inquiries 
803-448- 788 1 

Geat Winds Kite Co. I 
1 402 Occidental Ave. S. Seattle, Wa. 98104 (206) 624-6886 1 

P.O. BOX 1086 

LEXCLUSIVE WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR E FAX 9081506-0388 
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- Tips G Techniques 

HIGH STRENGTH 
KITE LINE 

This is our THUNDER 
LINETM BRAIDED POLYESTER@ 
kite line. I t 's  the finest line not 
iust because of how it feels, but 
also the way it handles. 

For those wanting lines with 
minimum stretch and maximum 
durability, THUNDER LINETM is 
the best line you can get your 
hands on. Available in line 
weights of 28, 50, 80, 130, 
170, 230, 280, 400 and 500. 

Make your kite be a show 
with SkyAire Tubes. 

I Fill the sky with color and motion. 

4, 6, 12, 24, and 48 inch 
diameter tubes. 

\ 10 to 150 foot lengths. 

Firebird, Rainbow, and \ Red-White-Blue color 
patterns in stock. 

Other sizes and colors 
available on request. 

T o t  d o t e  gnfotmation, Contact: 

P.O. Box 125 
Montesano, WA 98563 
(206) 249-6366 

Grippin' Stuff 

1 Getting a Handle on It: 
Gripper for Thin  Line 

transmitted to the wedge by a screw. 
Several adjoining holes must be cut 
through the handle to accommodate the 

From Me1 Semler, Minneapolis, Minnesoh: screw without gripping it, and to allow the 
The "Flying Wedge," constructed out of wedge sufficient movement to lock and 
wood, is a line lock for smaller diameter line. unlock the line. The screw also prevents 

This design can be used in a wooden the wedge from falling out of its groove. 
handle, or as a comDonent in an anchor, 

either post-mounted (above) or staked Gn 
the ground (below). Measurements have 

shown the ground- 
anchor version to resist 
155 pounds of pull. 

The key to the "Flying \ 
Wedge" is a spring-loaded wedge resting 
in a wedge-shaped groove cut into the 
anchor. The line passes from the 
wedge tip around the wedge's 
rounded base and back towards 
the tip. Force on the line, gener- 
ated by the kite, causes the 
wedge to spread the line against 
the walls of the groove. The 

friction lock. 

b 
tighter the pull by the kite, the harder the 

For light-pulling kites, pushing the tip 
of the wedge back releases the line, and 
allows more line to be paid out, or the line 

to be drawn in.  For kites 
with greater pull, or for 

quick control, the 
line can be pulled 
sideways out of 
the wedge. 

The spring pre- 
vents the line 

falling out when 
there is no load on the 

use a piece of high- 
tensile wire, whose force is 

2 Getting a Handle on It: 
Gripper for Thick Line 

From Simon Freidin, Melbourne, Australia: 
For those flying kites on line 4mm ('/4") or 
thicker, a tool used by many kitefliers is 
an abseiling ascender. It allows the line to 
pass freely in one direction, but to lock 
onto the line if force should be applied in 
the other direction. 

The gripper allows 
you to place your 
hand comfortably 
anywhere on the line, 
and it can be attached 
to a solid mooring to 
tether a kite. It is also 
a useful emergency 
grip if a line should 
break, an aid in long 
launches, and a help 
in walking down a 
line. 

Ascenders come, 
designed for use with 
the left or right hand. 
The most popular 
brand among interna- 
tional fliers is the Petzl, made-in France, 
and available from most mountaineering 
suppliers around the world. Although it is 
recommended for lines 6mm and above, it 
successfully gnps 4mm line. 

Tips & Techniques is a forum for 
you to share yqur favorite hint or 
trick for making and flying kites. 

Each published item earns your 
choice of (1) any book(s) from the 
Kite Lines Bookstore to the value of 
$15 or (2) a subscription or exten- 
sion for four issues of Kite Lines. 

Send details, drawings and/or 
photographs to Kite Lines, P. 0. Box 
466, Randallstown, MD, 21 133- 
0466, USA, or fax drawings and 
details to 301-922-4262. 
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Several months ago Robert Loera called me 
from Hawaii. He had just returned from 
Malaysia with three limited-edition cloisonne' 
pins from the 1990 New Zealand 
International Kite Festival. As usual, he was 
willing to trade-but only at  a very favorable 
rate of exchange. 

I told Robert that I needed to check some- 
thing and put him on hold. Then I dialed the 
international number for Kites-The Shop in 
Auckland. They had four pins left and were 
willing to send me one. Seconds later, I was 
back on the phone with Loera. "Sorty Bob," I 
said. "I've alreadygot that one . . ." 

Cloisonne' madness had struck axain. . . 

L ike the origins of kite flying itself, it's 
difficult to say where and when all 
this foolishness about cloisonni. kite 

pins got started. Four years ago, you hard- 
ly saw any at all. Today, hundreds of pins 
are available through kite events, clubs, 
and stores. Collectors feverishly track and 
barter for any new item available, and 
older or hard-to-get pins bring surprising- 
ly high prices. 

GOOD PINS 
What constitutes a good pin? Obviously 
those that are unusual, older, lirnited-edi- 

tion, or impossible to duplicate are more 
in demand by collectors. Most pins are 
now being produced in quantities of 100 
or 200 which adds a regional element to 
the search, particularly with event pins 
that are sold out before the event is over. 

This doesn't make the pin more valu- 
able-just harder to get in certain areas. 
You have to work to maintain a "com- 
plete" collection. 

There are some older and more diffi- 
cult pins to find which are surprisingly 
valuable. A good example is the Kite Store 
10th Anniversary pin, produced in  
London in 1986. Other hard-to-get items 
include the first-and-only pin of the 
Hyperkites logo, the pin of the short-lived 
Kiteport company of Lafayette, Indiana, 
the High Fly Kite Company original, the 
Drachen-Club Deutschland pin, and the 
elusive first edition Ariel Kite Society pin. 

The attractiveness of particular pins 
also adds to their value and collectibility. 

26 1 KITE LINES 1 SPRING 1991 



This is obviously a matter of personal 
taste, but there are certain pins that stand 
out. Generally recognized as the best look- 
ing pin is Kites Over Indianapolis. Other 
outstanding examples of pin art include 
the Windjammers Stunt Kite Team pin, 
Kite Fantasy Hawaii pin, and the new 
Ariel Kite Society pin. Another personal 
favorite is from the Fort Worden 
Kitemakers Conference. 

All of these items are out of production 
now and are fiercely sought on the col- 
lecting circuit. 

WHEN IS A PIN A PIN? 
Pin collectors are competitive, and as in 
any serious kite competition, there are 
rules. Gone are the days when you could 
say, "This pin is from Bombay. I once flew 
kites in Bombay so this is a kite pin." Keep 
your Bombay pins if you like, but don't 
try to pass off "indirectly-kite-related pins 
at a serious kite pin challenge. 

The basic rules for real kite pins were 
distributed in official form at the 
American Kitefliers Association conven- 
tion in Oregon last October: 

This final rule has elevated collecting to a 
fine art and has allowed collections to 
blossom. 

Most collectors know that the organizers 
of the Chicago Sky Circus Festival have their 
traditional pin made in a new color each 
year. They now come in blue, red, green, 
and yellow. The Hawaii Kitefliers Association 
produced their club pin in five different 
colors the first time out. All of the black 
ones have been hoarded by Brian Hirose 
and are trading on a three-to-one basis. 

The Chicago Fire team ran out of their 
pins before the 1990 East Coast Stunt Kite 
Competition was over. The new ones fea- 
ture the same Fire Dart and Flexifoil, but 
the tiny Flexifoil's even tinier leading edge 
is a different color. And the Kite Group of 
Boise has even done a series of identical 
pins with different background metals. 

And now those pesky folks at the 
Minnesota Kite Society have really messed 

things up. Their trademark kite club pin, a 
13-panel rokkaku, is a real beauty. But 
each time they reprint it, one small panel 
is a different color! 

STRATEGIES FOR COLLECTING 
Collection techniques have evolved just as 
the number and types of pins have 
increased. Generally speaking, the collec- 
tors use a combination of three different 
strategies: buying, trading, and begging. 

Buying is the oldest form of pin collect- 
ing. It is also the least creative. Besides, 
even with the modestly priced ones at four 
dollars each, a healthy collection can 
quickly add up in cost. Most serious collec- 
tors move on to the trading stage quickly. 

An accomplished trader needs some- 
thing to trade. Obviously, maintaining a 
trading "stock" which is varied or rare and 
unusual enhances your bargaining posi- 
tion. That's why good pins have a tenden- 
cy to disappear quickly at events. 
Collectors buy up 20 or 50 at a time to sell 
or trade later. But even buying in mass 
doesn't provide you with a financial edge 
unless you're planning on a serious mark- 
up. The real advantage comes only when 
you produce your own pins. 

A modest order of 100 pins will run in 
the neighborhood of two dollars each. 
Larger orders can cost half as much. Not 
only is the expense reduced, but you also 
get exclusive control of the product. And 
no matter how many manufacturers you 
call, always remember to ask for samples. 
This is your first lesson in pin begging. 

1 

C 
Random solicitation is a fairly success- 

ful strategy for acquiring an item no 
longer available for sale. It's based on the 
presumption that, sooner or later, you will 
find someone willing to trade if you just 
keep asking. It also presumes that you 
have little or no pride. Just remember to 
be creative and and to gracefully accept 
rejection. The numbers are on your side. 

When the demand for Great Lakes pins 
greatly outweighed the supply, I quickly 
realized that a statistical approach would 

be needed. I began scanning hats and jack- 
ets for the coveted item. Whenever I saw 
one, I would boldly point it out to my wife 
and say, audibly, "There! That's the one I 
need." I only had to embarrass her about a 
dozen times before someone responded, 
"Well, what do you have to trade?" 

Music to my ears. . . 
The random approach is obviously lim- 

ited to those situations where a number of 
pins were originally available. When sup- 
plies are scarce to begin with, ogling may 
be your only option. 

Tom Casselman, Scott Skinner and I 
had just returned from the festival in 
Weifang, China and were spending two 
days in Beijing. Tom had learned of a 
major kite exhibition and festival in the 
city and made arrangements for the "ten 
minute ride." We had just planned to go 
and take a quick look around. However, 
after an hour and a half in a shuttle bus, 
the driver dropped us off and disappeared. 
Obviously the festival organizers wanted 
these international guests to stick around. 

We were in the middle of nowhere in 
the cold. Tom was insisting, as only he can, 
that we wanted to go back to our hotel. 
Tensions and frustrations were rising. 

Just then a small group of men in suits 
emerged from a large building. My eyes 
were drawn, almost instinctively, to the 
shiny pin on the leader's lapel. Chinese 
characters ... the Great Wall ... and above it, 
a tiny Beijing Swallow kite!! What a find! 

I stopped this obviously important fel- 
low, and more in sign language than in 
words, asked for a closer look. He seemed 
genuinely startled-as much at being con- 
fronted by a foreigner in this isolated place 
as by my interest in his silly lapel pin. He 
took it off, handed it to me, and rushed 
away from the crazy American. 

An hour later we got a ride back to 
town. We were shivering and had lost half 
a day in Beijing. I didn't care. I had the 
only Swallow Pin available outside China. 

FACTS, FICTION AND FAVORITES 
Despite rumors to the contrary, roughly 
350 different pins have now been pro- 
duced. That's if you don't count the 200 or 
so made in Weifang City which feature 
their trademark butterfly kite. Pin produc- 
tion and collection is catching on overseas. 
But for now, this thing the Europeans call 
the "metal-head phenomenon" is focused 
pretty much here in the USA. 

Here are a few categories and examples 
to watch for: 

Many pins are made by clubs. New 
ones include the Connectikiter-Tako 
Kichi, the Colorado Skymaster (which 
looks like a license plate) and the Yakima 
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SKY DELIGHT KITES 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

EAST COAST 5 
VIDEO 

15 Top Performances 
from some of the Best 

Teams in the World 
Top of the Line , Prevailing Winds 
Chicago Fire 
Roaring Flamingos 
Team Bohica , Team High Fly , The Skyward Edge 
and much more! 

Order Yours Today. 
UP IN ME AIR PRODUCllONS 

P.O. BOX 73 17 
WEST TRENTON, N.J. 08628 

2 15-736-8253 
609-429-6260 

Alita is a friendly kite 
small enough to take anywhere 
with flight performance to spare. 

Alita, a diamond dressed in 
iridescent Mylar, fits in her 
own 8%" x 1 I "  unique carrying 
case, has a shimmering 4 8  long 
tail, and 75 feet of bright 
yellow line on a red handle. 

A perfect gift for a friend - 
or for yourself - Alita 
is ready to fly - no assembly. 

Each kite is handmade and flight- 
tested. Alita flies beautifully in 
light to moderate winds, and is 
easily handled by fliers of all ages. 

To experience the thrill of flying 
Alita, send $15.95 plus $2.00 
shipping and handling to: 

W.R. FREEMAN 
17815 24TH AVE. NORTH 

PLYMOUTH, 
MINNESOTA 55447 

U.S.A. 

K.ak P& J& 
. . . Continued porn page 27 

or Squalicum Valley Flyers pins. 
*Store pins, like Long Beach Kites or 

Candy and Kites are old favorites. New 
additions worth collecting include Catch 
the Wind, Into the Wind, and Paint the 
Sky logo pins. 

*Manufacturers are beginning to pro- 
duce a number of pins. Force 10 has been 
quite prolific with four different ones now 
available. Others include Flexifoil/Cobra 
Kites, Peter Powell and Revolution Kites. 
Martin Lester's "Legs" is nearly as good as 
the kite it depicts, and the Hagaman 
Parafoil pin is an essential addition to any 
respectable collection. 

*Event pins are often gone before the 
event is over. AKA convention pins are 
standards since Chicago in 1988. The East 
Coast Stunt Kite Championships and Reno 
International Kite Festival pins are also 

quite collectible. Looking for 
something larger? without a 
doubt, the biggest event pins 
are made for the Hawaii a Challenge by Kite Fantasy. 

*Team pins are starting 
to catch on among the 
stunter crowd. The Team 

Cyborg pin is well worth having. Team 
~eregrihe's pin from Washington state was 
available in very limited supply, and team 
High Performance from Hawaii produced 
a rare collectible several years ago. 

*Not to be outdone, single-line fliers 
have also come on strong with pins repre- 
senting their kites. Candyrnan by Art Ross 
is a favorite. It features his big pink candy- 
dropping Flow Form kite. Adrian Conn 
and Scott Skinner have beautiful pins dis- 
playing their famous creations. My per- 
sonal favorite is the Lady Liberty kite pin 
by John and Linda Zilar. 

- 

*Foreign pins are slowly beginning to 
surface. Some of the best include pins of 
the New Zealand Kitefliers Association, 
Drachenladen from Germany, the Bristol 
Festival from Britain, and AJSKA (the All 
Japan Sport Kite Association). Two of the 
best new ones are the 1990 Berlin pin and 
the Polish kite team pin. 

Once you have been afflicted, the com- 
pulsion to acquire kite pins is almost over- 
whelming. It is an addiction or desire only 
understood by fellow collectors, choc-o- 
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What's Happening at the Mackinaw Kite Company 

M A Y  1 1  & 1 2  
G R E A T  L A K E S  
S T U N T  K I T E  
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
GRAND HAVEN, M I  

Fly with the best at this 
nationally ranked event. 

Call or write for a free catalog 116 Washington Street Grand Haven, MI 49417 616. 846. 7501 

1990 Great Lakes 
Stunt Kite 
Championships Video 

The hottest in team and 
individual stunt kite action! 

Winner of the Kite Trade 
Association Media Presentation 
of the Year 

$29.95 
Plus $3 shipping and handling 

1989 video also available 
1991 video coming this summer 

10th Anlrual 
Mackinaw City Kite Fest 

-L) 

II- 

I 
Mackinaw City, MI 

June 15 & 16 



iKY, Oft€ WORD 
C/O Sky Scrapers Kites 
PO Box 11149 
Denver, Colorado 8021 

OWW, onewd tonywtetrom Hr-Fner 
(303) 433-9518 

.p"roh'*wR&~~*&p~-@ $ - ,  - " .  
A 

COLLECTION 
PIN wmcx WORKS MADE UPEL PINS 

432 Mill Street Suite 200 Long Lake, MN 55356 
(612) 476-0602 FAX (612) 476-6815 

k% P;*2 J& 
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holics, and some young men entering 
puberty. As a result, the search for a 
unique or highly sought pin can often 
take dramatic or unexpected turns. 

THE URGE IN ACTION 
Hamamatsu in Japan is an overwhelming 
assault on the senses. Hundreds of giant 
kites in the air. Huge teams maneuvering 
for position. Costumes, flags, marching 
bands, deafening noise and a hundred 
thousand people joining in what can 
only be described as a kite frenzy. 

Our group was climbing the reviewing 
stands when I saw it. 

The uniformed guard directing interna- 
tional guests was wearing a round white 
and blue cloisonne lapel badge with a dark 
red "tako" or "kite" symbol in the center. 
Suddenly, the noise, the sights, the dgmtaries 
and even the kites became unimportant. 

I immediately became over- 

@- 
whelmed with one 
single-minded obsession. 

I began confronting uniformed officers 
in the crowd. Could I buy their badge? Was 
there a supply store in town where I could 
get one? Would they be willing to trade for 
several of the "wonderful" American pins 
that I had brought along? Did they know 
anyone who had retired and didn't need 
his uniform anymore? 

I'm sure that my inability to speak 
Japanese contributed to the confusion. 
Their reaction was predictable and consis- 
tent. They looked at me like I was crazy. 

Fortunately, my good friend Akino 
Takeda knew a bit himself about pin collect- 
ing. He also recognized the value of a unique 
addition to any respectable collection. 

Aki went directly to the security chief 
of the festival. "This gentleman," he said, 
pointing to me, "is a guest of Mrs. 
Dorothea Checkley-wife of the principal 
American patron of the festival and an 
honorary citizen of Hamamatsu." The 
two of them disappeared into the security 
headquarters. Two minutes later, he came 
back with my prize. 

Of course, he asked to trade it for two 
of my better American pins. Cloisonne 
madness was spreading. 0 

DAVID GOMBERG is the author of Stunt 
Kites! and currently serves as president of the 
American Kitefliers Association. He has won 
the annual AKA Pin Challenge both years 
that it has been conducted. 
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i 
competitive pricing. 

Complete design seriices. 
Cloisonne, enamel, earrings, 

3-D medallions and more. 
We also manufacture a full line of 

rubber stamps featuring kite 
lesigns from around the-glo$a 

m2i Dealer inquiries invited. 22 
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SKYRAKER 
78" X 35" 
SUPERB FLYER 

well stunt 
Billy Jones of Kite Loft 

2nd Place 
'Wing' 
I 

1040 N.E. 43 COURT 
FORT LAUDERDALE 

FLORIPA 33334 t 

TEL: 305-565-5583 
FAX: 305-565-1 5 W  



New For 1991 from Catch the Wind@ 

S P I D E R M I T E  
The newest member of the 
Spiderwing family of stunt 
ktes, is a lute whose frame 
is constantly changng, from 
its full span of 52" to as nar- 
row as 33". Just as a bird 
turns by c h a n p g  the shape 
of its wing, the Spidermite 
turns when its sail is flexed 
on one side. The result is a 

turn capa- 

\ bility that 
m u s t  b~ 

F E A T U R E S  
314 oz. ripstop sail 
Arrow shaft fiberglass frame 
5-25 mph wind range 
25# - 200' SpiderlineTM 
Sleeving kit 
Finger straps 
Colors: Hot Pink, Hot Green, 
Royal Blue, Red, Black 

U P G R A D E S  
The wind range of the Spi- 
dermite can be nearly - - . -. - . - - 

seen to be believed. The first true and complete doubled in an instant with a pair of 

And 251b Spider- high perfomance shnt kite carbon rods. Pop off the end caps 

line'" is a sheer package in i ts  price range. 
and slip the upgrades inside the wing- 

pleasure. You will never again want spars. If there is an easier upgrade 

to fly small stunters without it. system, we would like to see it! 

THE WORLD'S MOST VERSATILE 
STUNT KITE ...fr om Catch the Winda 
OUR CONCEPT: To build thebest possible 2 meter ultra light frame, and then to rig 
it with a series of kite sails. We have goneback to themost elementary principal of sail- 
powered craft: for optimal performance youmust use different sail configura tions for 
various wind conditions. 

OUR 2 METER FRAME: Const~cted from ultra light fiberglass tubing, our frame 
starts out with the least amount of weight necessary to provide stmchue. Each wing 
spar has a unique three-piece system that enables an amazingly effort-free disassem- 
bly process for sail changes. The spines have built-in dihedral tubes making the kites 
capable of standing free, like a tripod. 

OUR BRIDLE: All Spiderwing kites are entirely harnessed with Spiderline, the 
original Spectra kite line. Spiderline bridles insure minimal wind drag and distor- 

tion, low line weight, and a near absence of line stretch. All of these factors are 
extremely critical in gaining the highest performance edge out of a kite's bridle. 

OUR FLYING LINE: The Spiderwing Series has been especially designed to 
take full advantage of Spiderline, the world's strongest kite h e .  Each kite 

comes equipped with a total of 200' of Spiderline. Also provided is a pair 
of flying straps. 

OUR WINGS: Each wing in theseries has its uniqueset of advantages 
and flying characteristics. Higher wing numbers indicate higher 
wind speeds in that range. 

SPIDERWING I SPIDERWING Ill 
Wingspan: 2 Meters (78") Wingspan: 2 Meters (78") 
Skill Level: Advanced Skill Level: Intermediate 
Wind Range: 1-7 mph Wind Range: 5-22 mph 

SPlDERWlNG ll 
Wingspan: 2 Meters (78") 

SPlDERWlNG lV 

Skill Level: Inte:mediite 
Wingspan: 2 Meters (78") 
Skill Level: Advanced 

Wind Range: 3-18 mph Wind Range: 6-26 rnph 

Catch the Wind" Lincoln City, Oregon 97367 
(503) 994-9500 Fax (503) 994-4766 



4 huge Nantong kite carries whistles tuned to different pitches and graduated in size from leading .to trailing edges. 

Article &Photographs by 

TALsrREEmR 

OF ALL CHINA'S KITE wrnoNs, 
N ~ N G ' S  IS UNIQUE; 

WHENLAUNcHEDmTHEWIND, 
THE m BUZZ, GROWL, 

MOAN, SING AND WHISIZE. 

A lthough I had been to China twice 
before, this was my first visit to 

Nantong. Situated in Jiangsu Province and 
110 miles northwest of Shanghai, 
Nantong is separated from the world's 
largest city by a bay, the mouth of the 
Yangtze. 

The most convenient way to make the 
trip from one city to the other is over 
water, comfortably ensconced in a mod- 
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Below, an artful, restrained drag- 
on uses a traditional Chinese 

paper folding technique for its 
body; top right, Beijing swallow 

kite with tympanic attachment by 
Kong Lingman; bottom right, a 
handsome hawk shown off for 

the judges. 

ern, well-appointed hovercraft, a service 
which is offered several times a day and 
takes three and a half hours. 

After the jam-packed humanity of 
Beijing and Shanghai, this city of 250,000 
looked positively somnambulant at mid- 
day. The only thing which distinguished 
Nantong from the steady monotony of 
China's sleepy urban landscape was a 
familiar Western-styled telecommunica- 
tion tower housing a revolving restaurant 
and topped by a needle-shaped antenna. 

From the taxicab, I saw many long red 
banners with white lettering hanging 
from the walls of the downtown build- 
ings. Some were in English, confirming 
the Second Nantong International Kite 
Festival. The international event follows 
many previous years as a national event 
and, before that, a tradition of flying kites 
in late March when the winds are good 
and the farmers have a slack season before 
tilling the ground. 

Nantong's kites have earned a reputa- 
tion on a par with those of Beijing, 
Tianjin and Weifang. The city is known 
for kites of all types (birds, fish, dragons, 
insects, immortals and others that are 
found everywhere in China). But it is best 
known for the ones specific to Nantong: 
the whistling kites. The tradition is so old 
it has no verifiable records, but local leg- 
ends reach back some 2,000 years. 

A welcoming banquet was already 
underway for foreign guests and Chinese 
kite enthusiasts, and at the taxi driver's 
suggestion we headed directly to the 
restaurant. We were greeted warmly by 
our Nantong host Lu Kun Song. He was a 
small man with engaging deep dimples 
and a smile which rarely left his face. 

He said something about wishing more 
Americans had come-there were only 
four of us. I spilled out the thought fore- 
most in my mind: 

"Americans are worried about their safety 

and welcome in China after Xananrnen." 
Song replied just as directly, "But 

you're here!" 
"Yes," I said quietly, "to report back 

home what China is like these days for a 
Westerner." 

A Chinese man spoke from a nearby 
table, reflecting a widely-held opinion. 
"Ours is still an open-door policy. One 
man cannot close the door once it is 
opened. Believe me, we are very pleased 
and proud that you have come to our 
country and our festival." 

But neither politics nor food was the 
principal concern as everyone circulated 
from table to table showing albums of kite 
photographs. The honored guests were an 
old Nantong maker of whistling kites 
accompanied by his son. Their pho- 
tographs were only a teasing tidbit of the 
real thing we would see next day. 

Song told me that the early-bird 
arrivals had toured a kitemaking family's 
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Top left, the Nantong judges at work; bot- 
tom left, pistol starting the competition; 
bottom right, Nantong whistles on a richly 
decorated kite; top right, the largest whis- 
tles, tied down with hemp. 

home before the banquet. This was such a 
different approach from Weifang, where 
local kites and makers are all but sub- 
merged by politicians, unnecessary offi- 
cials, ceremonies, lavish pageantry and an 
overemphasis on the "International Ten 
Best Kites" competition. In Nantong we 
were in intimate contact with the best of 
Chinese kitemakers and kites right from 
the start. It was a refreshing change. 

Though the event was sponsored by 
the city of Nantong, and subject to 
inescapable bureaucracy, it was apparent 
that the festival would be well-organized 
but relaxed and easy-going. The only 
nonkite event was a street parade of floats 
by local industries. But this was fun, as the 
floats promoted everything from a paint 
factory to the local body-building salon 
(with well-oiled musclemen pumping up) 
and ended with teams of dragon dancers 
bringing to life the extraordinary mythical 
beast. 

Breakfast at 5 a.m.! An impish grin 
spread across Song's face as he clapped me 
across the back at the breakfast table. 
"Time to learn a new oriental expression, 
the Chinese equivalent of Japan's tako 
kichi (kite crazy). It's yao fashao!--Chinese 
for 'kite-flying-fever'!" 

There was a definite case of kite fever 
and craziness coursing through our dawn 
convoy of cars, vans and buses headed by 
a police car with red light flashing. We 
rushed past empty streets and closed shut- 
ters, out of town and through small vil- 
lages. "Sixty kilometers (38 miles) to the 
flying field," Song exclaimed. 

There were small kites flying overhead. 
The fliers paid scant attention to the con- 
voy, enraptured in their own yao fashao. 

We turned in suddenly at a comer dis- 
playing a freshly painted sign in English, 
"Welcome to Hungai Fishing Village." The 
tiny hamlet, by official count, was swollen 
by 120,000 kite enthusiasts. At what time, I 

wondered, had all these kite-demented char- 
acters gotten out of bed to attend this event? 

I quickly came to the conclusion that I 
had never been to a kite festival anywhere 
in the world as effectively organized as 
Nantong's. The first thing I noticed as we 
drove up was an unbroachable eight-foot- 
wide moat-like channel which had been 
dug completely around the treeless, billiard- 
table-flat flying field, effectively separating 
the spectators from the fliers. We lugged 
our gear over an earthen bridge which 
was politely but sternly policed by festival 
officials. 

The separation of spectators and offi- 
cials was in response to an unusual 
Chinese trait: insatiable inquisitiveness. 
The instant crowds which surround the 
most modest distraction are disconcerting 
for a Westerner, to say the least. Kiteflying 
at a China kite festival is normally accom- 
plished in narrow lanes painstakingly cut 
through masses of spectators anxious to 
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be right at the center of activity. You are 
lucky if the flying line chooses to rise 
exactly in the latitude of your hard-won 
and briefly held pathway. What a relief to 
fly in a generous space free of the ever- 
curious crowd. 

An old China friend, Yao Zhende, 
strode purposefully across the flying field 
to greet me. In his 70s, he is vice-president 
of the All-China Kite Association, as well 
as the Beijing Kite Association. In China 
he had assumed the role of my kite teacher. 

He pointed out a dragon train flying in 
a straight line, then one with bristly legs 
which writhed in undulating curves. Then 
he compared two eagle or hawk kites, one 
which flew steadily, another which 
swooped and flew in wide circles. 

"Which of these kites is the best?" he 
asked, then strode off across the field, not 
waiting for my answer, assuming I under- 
stood this "lesson." Before this, I would 
have considered the steady fliers the 

Chinese style. I had never seen-or per- 
haps recognized-Chinese kites that 
attempted to imitate natural movements. 
It was apparent that Yao applauded the 
lifelike characteristic. 

"First," he said, "to fly well. Next, to 
capture the essence of nature, its move- 
ment . . . the kite artist recreates life." 
Lagging behind him, my head pulled this 
way and that to take in all the sights, I 
remembered something he had told me 
once before: "Kites and wind are impa- 
tient; we must seize the moment when 
they come together." 

Yao was anxious for me to see a swal- 
low kite made by Kong Lingman of 
Beijing. The brushwork and lavish colors 
on this five-foot swallow were breathtak- 
ing. On the back side of Kong's kite, tiny 
windmill blades attached on either end of 
a ratchet mechanism moved mallets 
which alternately pounded on two bell 
ringers, one of chiming metal, the other 

of percussive wood. Kong quickly disas- 
sembled the noise-maker to show off its 
ability to collapse into a tiny package. 

Today at the festival the kites were 
being judged on flying ability, having pre- 
viously been assessed for craftsmanship 
and artistry. I have never seen a kite com- 
petition with such complex, complete 
and careful judging. Seven 10-foot by 60- 
foot lanes were marked out in chalk dust, 
each with its own judge. Flare guns and 
starter pistols signaled the beginning and 
ending of the heats. Stopwatches timed a 
precise interval after takeoff and then the 
kite's flying angle was measured against a 
sextant on a pole. 

But the show-stopping whistling kites 
of Nantong were not entered in the com- 
petition. They stood at the back of the fly- 
ing field, leaning against the sides of the 
large dump trucks which had brought 
them there. 

In size, the kites ranged upwards from 
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Na 
translated b 

French kite enthusiast Ccr u r t  

Opposite page: one of the largest traditional n earliest times, kiteflying in Nantong Nantong kites. 
I W a S  a very serious business. Before it This page: left. gourds of different sizes from 

f was launched into the sky, the kite was which Gntong ihistles are made; 
right, typical Nantong kite frame of a square over- 1% placed before an altar on which paper iappinga rectangle. 

horses were offered and incense was   hi to st his pag;: C.K.Tong, courtesy China 
Tourism magazine. 

.. 
. l'eople flew kites to venerate the I :' gods, to dispel evil and attrac? g m d  for- ' 

tune. To fly a kite was to send Bliih~rxb;y, 
the  Whi te  Tiger Star, back to the 

I Celestial Palace. This star, driven from 

I heaven because of its misdeeds, revolved 
around the earth bringing misfortune in 
its wake. To encounter Baihuxing is to 
encounter a sometimes fatal destiny, so I 
to send it back to the Celestial Palace 
meant that evil would be removed from 
the world. 

People used to glue images of horse 
or elephant spirits onto kites to act as 
links between men and gods, and 
enable the White Tiger Star to depart as 
rapidly as possible-on the backs of 
kites-from the human realm. 

The whistles which sound to awaken 
heaven and earth had the purpose of 
frightening and dispersing evil spirits, 
and thus of restoring peace to earth. 

5 by 6 feet to 10 by 12 feet. They were flat 
kites, with rectangular, hexagonal, octago- 
nal or polygonal shapes in bamboo lashed 
with hemp and covered in cotton, not 
silk or paper. They were painted in one of 
two ways: with dragons and celestial 
beings in subdued earthen colors; or with 
geometric patterns of circles and dia- 
monds forming linked stars in red, white 
and black. The typical multisided shapes 
were accomplished by overlapping of rect- 
angles and squares. 

A kite could carry from 100 to more 
than 1,000 whistles tuned to different 
pitches and graduated in size from the 
leading to trailing edge. Though "whistle" 
is an accurate translation, these are not 
like policeman's whistles, but are shaped 
like kettle drums with a slightly arched 
cap and wind slot cut into this cap. The 
bulbous basso profundo whistles were 
made from round gourds of several vari- 
eties up to about 1% feet in diameter and 

one foot in depth (the walls thinned to 
make them lighter); the middle sizes were 
flat sided cylinders formed from bamboo 
strips; and the tiny piccolos were hol- 
lowed out from either bamboo, acorns or 
goose feathers. 

The wind blowing over the slots (like 
air blown across the opening of a bottle) 
creates sounds, from high-pitched fife 
tones to low, moaning groans. The 
sounds produced by a kite are reputed to 
be audible for several miles. 

The kites' local name was banyao (rigid 
sparrow-hawk) or banzheng (rigid kite), 
the rigidity being specified to differentiate 
them from the flexible dragons and bird 
kites. A good strong gale, long tails and a 
team of as many as 25 people were need- 
ed to launch the whistling kites into the 
sky. Unfortunately the winds were too 
light that day for these specimens to fly. 

Yao told me, "I don't think ideas of 
'musical quality' play a part in the Nantong 

kitemakers' thinking. In the old days, kite- 
flying was not for fun, but an aspect of reli- 
gion, to appease the good gods and dis- 
suade the bad gods from staying around. 

"I would never have believed or under- 
stood these marvelous kites until I had 
seen them for myself. Surely every kite 
lover will want to come to Nantong to 
s e s a n d  hear-them for themselves, not 
just once, but many times. I will be back 
next year, and the year after, and the year 
after that, I promise you!" 

After a long, sunny, beautiful day, as 
our van carried us tired but happy to 
Nantong, I considered Yao's words. "Me 
too," I thought, "me too." 

As we parted, Yao said, "You must fly 
your kites in Tiananmen Square." 

I looked somewhat dubious. 
Holding onto my hand and grasping 

my shoulder, he said, "I will make the 
necessary arrangements. We must seize 
the moment." 0 
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Quick Figure-Eight Winders 
from CAREY 

The Best Method for 
High strength, light weight, 
injection-molded plastic in 
popular day-glow colors. 
Many other uses include: 

3% wide x 7% tall 

PAT. NO. D260,479 

Best Wholesale Prices Nationwide. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

HIGH PERFORMANCE 
STUNT KITES 

GUARANTEED LOWEST 
PRICES 

If you find a lower advertised price from 
an authorized dealer, we will refund 
11 0% of the difference. 

Featuring products from: 

* ACTION KITES 
* CHICAGO KITE CO. 

DAVIS WINDMETERS 
EASTON ALUMINUM 

* FLEXIFOIL 
* FORCE 10 
* REVOLUTION 

SPIDERLINE 
WIND WALKER WASP 

* TOP OF THE LINE KITES 
New North Shore IN STOCK! 

HUGE INVENTORY- We have one 
ofthe largest inventory of stunt kites 
and accessories in the country. 
Most models and colors are in stock 
for immediate delivery! 

FAST DELIVERY- Most orders are 
shipped within 1-2 working days. 

FREE SHIPPING - U.S. orders over 
$1 00 are shipped free. 

For a FREE catalog and product infor- 
mation, call or write: 

BALLOON FACTORY &KITES 
19306 E. Windrose Dr. 
Rowland Heights, CA 91 748 
VoiceIMsg: (81 8) 91 2-1 272 

FAX: (81 8) 91 2-2585 
Authorized distributor for Top of The 
Line Kites, Davis Instruments, and 
EASTON Aluminum. Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 

40 1 KITE LINES / SPRING 1991 



Arms can be used to approximate verti- Coastwise navigators have a trick for 
cal angles. Straight up, an arm points at using fingers to take a bow-beam bearing 
90 degrees. Check yourself in front of a when they're too lazy to use an instru- 
minor or stand by a plumb line. Straight ment. Thumb and forefinger stretched 
out from the shoulder is horizontal, zero apart make a right angle. Bring the fore- 
degrees. Midway is 45 degrees. finger down halfway to make 45 degrees. 

There are ways to check the accuracy A kiteflier can jam his hand against his 
of your 45-degree angle. Residents of nose so his thumb extends towards the 
Bordeaux, France; Teshio, Japan; Sheet horizon and his finger points toward 45 
Harbour, Canada; and Minneapolis, degrees. 
Minnesota or Salem, Oregon, USA can Remember, ingenuity! 
simply step outside on a clear night, point There was a priest in Iceland who visit- 
at the North Star and know their arms are ed the Holy Land in 1150. When he got 
at 45 degrees. The rest of us in the north- back he told his friends: "By Jordan, if a 
ern hemisphere can remember that the man lies flat on the ground, raises his 
angle of elevation of the North Star and knee, places his fist upon it, and then 
the degree of our latitude north of the raises his thumb from his fist, he sees the 
equator are the same, so we can learn to Pole Star just so high and no higher."* 

your kite above point at a definite angle. Alaskans can That's our boy. 

the ground? become expert at pointing at high kites, The navigator's bible, American Practical 
Puerto Ricans at pointing at kites on the ~avigatorJ familiarly called Bowditch after 
horizon, and (by this method) Ecuadorians its first author, has a chapter on lifeboat 

Y ou can easily buy something to mea- at pointing at kites on the ground. navigation with intriguing suggestions for 
sure the angle of elevation. There are Lots of tricks are available for estirnat- estimating angles. Castaways have the 

clinometers, Abney levels, range-height ing 45 degrees because of the happy fact same problem as kitefliers because they 
finders and maybe a bubble sextant left that any right angle with two equal legs need to measure angles of elevation of 
over from World War 11. Hardware stores includes two 45-degree angles. If you bodies in the sky for navigation, and they 
have a variety of spirit-level devices. If you know the height of any vertical object-a may have left their instruments behind 
lust to spend money, you can put thou- flagpole or third-story window-get the when they abandoned ship. 
sands into theodolites that will give you same distance away from the base and Extend your arm, hold a finger up and 
readings in degrees, minutes and seconds. point. (I know you have to make adjust- look at it with one eye closed. Did you know 

Who needs them? ments for the fact that you're pointing that if you open that eye and close the 
Outside of contests with arbitrary rules from shoulder height, or that the ground other, your finger will jump six degrees? 

for judging high-flying kites and outside may not be level, but you can figure those You can use this vertically if you can crank 
of efforts to measure altitude through things out.) your neck over to the horizontal. 
trigonometry, there is something fraudu- A fast-and-dirty way is to use a yard- If body parts are supplemented with a 
lent-or at least silly-about using ulti- stick or meter rule. Hold it horizontally ruler, a family of devices is opened to you. 
mate precision in a medium as fluky as between your shoulder and a wall. Make a This is the family of the forester's cruising 
surface winds. mark on the wall. Put the yardstick on stick. A kiteflier can hold the ruler with 

Here we will be talking about round the wall above this point, with extended arm so it measures the distance 
numbers, round numbers accompanied its bottom on the mark. between horizon and kite. Bowditch says 
by such words as "about" and "more or Make a second mark if you are an average person with a dis- 
less." We will be careful, though, to pay tance of 25 inches (about 63.5 cm) be- 
attention to the Kite-Worthy Principle. tween eye and ruler, each inch (2.54 cm) 

To be worthy of kites, you have to have of the ruler will subtend an angle of about 
fun. Ingenuity is fun. Substituting irnagi- 2.3 degrees (or each cm about 1 degree). 
nation for money is fun. Simplicity is fun. You will need a yardstick or meter rule for 
Remember, this is a sport that grew from the angles at which most kites fly, and it 
sticks, string, paper, paste and garbage will be a very rough estimate without a 
bags. definite horizon. 

Beginning with equipment that every- In the Indian Ocean, Arab navigators 
body has at hand, consider body parts as used a slab of wood and a string called a 
angle-measurers. First, eyeballs. 

People can achieve remarkable skill in Whatever the angle, when you're sure *E.G.R Taylor, The Haven-Finding Art: A History of 

estimating angles by eye. A forester was of it, turn your head until it touches your Navigation from Odysseus to Captain Cook (New 
York: Abelard-Schuman, 1957), p. 129. talking recently about a device for esti- arm and you can feel your arm against tAmerican Practical Navigator, U.S. Navy Hydro- 

mating the height of trees called a cruising your nose or cheekbone or brow. graphic Office, (Washington, DC: Government 
stick. He remarked, "But after using it Memorize the feeling so you can repro- Printing Office, 1962), pp. 645-663. 
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DYNA-KITE CORP. 

THREE RIVERS, MA 

41 3-283-2555 

41 3-283-4037 

c 

Fina//y ... u sufe u/ternutive to Purufoi/s 

f o r  seriously /urge, so f t  kites. 

Our " Wor/ds Luryes f Eddy" k i  fe was success fu//y 

f /o wn using in f/ufu6/e 50 foo f "Airstru fs. " 

Sfory in Kife Lines, Win fer 90/91, puye 5.5 
Engineering, heat - seu/ub/e fubrics or  

comp/ete kites, ready to f/y. CaN or  wri te;  

Bill  Tyrrell Kitestuff 51 Layle Lane 
Doylestown Pa. 18901 215 348 1744 

\ 

E x c e l l e n c e !  

call for brochure 

1-800-435-5558 

2" Tubular Nylon Webbing 
Harness-Machine Sewn 
2000 LB Test Stainless Steel D-Ring 

COMFORTABLE 
Foam Filled 
Built-in Handles Allow In-flight Relax~ng 
Of Either Fingers Or Wrists 

Thoroughly Tested With Small And Large 
Stunt Kite Trains 
Used Extensively For Flexitoil Train Jumping 
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I A Scenario of 1 

kamal, according to the book The Haven- 
Finding Art. The slab was held so that it 
just covered the space between the hori- 
zon and an unknown star. The string, 
held in the teeth, was made taut. Knots in 
the string identified the star by its angle of 

. . - - - . . -. . . - - . 

Ingenuity Befitting the 
Kite-Worthy Principle: 

elevation. Celestial navigators in the 
South Pacific used measured cords to hold 
their hands the correct distances apart for 
measuring angles. 

In improvising angle-measuring instru- 
ments, one starts with an advantage: a 
string suspending a weight points to the 
center of the earth at one end and 
towards the zenith at the other. This is the 

' ---I 

and tested on 

son and one hand to 
operate and read it. 

All you need for the quadrant is 
a flat stick, a piece of cardboard 

shaped like one-quarter of a pie, a piece of 
cord, a weight (line sinkers are excellent) and a 
protractor to lay out the degree lines. There is no 
need to put in every degree mark, or even every 
five degrees. Put in the angles that interest you- 
say 30,45, 55,60, 70. 

plumb line, older than anyone knows. Tie 
the string to the center of a straight stick, 
point the stick at the kite and you've cap- 
tured the kite's angle of elevation between 
string and stick. All you have to do is fig- 
ure out how to read the angle. 

A s i m p l e w a y t o d o i t i s t o b u y a  
schoolchild's protractor (three for one dol- 
lar at my supermarket). Attach a thread to 
the center of the straight edge of the pro- 
tractor (there is often a convenient hole 
there). Tie a weight to the other end of the 
thread. When the curved edge points 
down and the straight edge is level, the 
thread lies along the 90-degree line. Sight 
along the straight edge at your kite, and 
note where the string crosses the scale, 
either by holding the string to the protrac- 
tor or by gently turning the protractor to 
one side. 

Because the thread read 90 degrees 
instead of zero when the straight edge was 

W Z L W  G. WNG worked many years as 
a newspaper editor and writer. Since his 
retirement in 1984 he has returned to kiting. 
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Two kitefliers in a meadow. 
Flier A says, "Look a t  m y  
baby up there! She's sitting 
at  70 degrees, easy." Flier B 
responds, "In a pig's eye." 

Flier A ties off kite, rush- 
esaroundlookingforsome- 
thing flat with one straight 
edge. Tears off bottom of 
cardboard beer case. Then 
pulls off one shoe, rear- 
ranges shoestring so shoe 
hangs from string, forming 
plumb line. Holds string at  
front corner of straight edge, 
sights at  kite along straight 
edge. Lowers cardboard, 
holding string in place. 

Flier A then draws a line 
along string with lipstick. 
She draws a second line 
from other corner where her 

level, this new angle will read 90 degrees eye was so that it intersea 
too high. Just subtract 90 from the read- first line in a right angle. 
ing. (Say the reading is 140 degrees, 140 - With graphic &dence 
90 = 50, so the kite is flying at 50 degrees before them, Fliers A 
above the horizon.) and B settle disagree- 

If it's hard to s@t along the clear plastic ment.  (Actually, 
edge, tape the protractor to a stick. But don't her baby  was  
bother with further improvements. 9 sitting a t  51 

- N 
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Somewhere Mother had found a good 
sale on cotton cloth. Dad scaled the 
dimensions from a book and laid out the 
patterns on tissue paper. Piece by piece, 
the cloth was carefully cut. With Mother's 
help on the Singer, the fabric was 
hemmed and stitched. 
Wooden spars were 
cut and sanded 

the turbulent currents near the ground. 

Dad took the reel and fed line to the 
kites. Up over the house they climbed, 
high above the trees and then the houses 
in the next block. What a beautiful sight 

they were! How steadily they flew! 
How appropriate for the day 

were our national colors dis- 
played against the western 

calm and unconcerned. It was as though 
those beautiful kites had never existed. He 
said not a word about them-at supper 
that evening or ever--and we knew better 
than to ask. 

I suppose we had a few fireworks that 
night. I don't remember. For me, that 
Fourth of July was over when the line 
broke. 

in the workshop, ~ l ~ e i r  notched ends 
neatly bound with layers of fishing line 
and sealed with lacquer. On rainy spring 
Saturdays, the kites slowly took shape: 
three matched four-foot Conynes-one 
red, one white and one blue. 

By Memorial Day, the first kite was fin- 
ished and passed its flight test with flying 
colors. A month later, just in time for the 
Fourth of July, the train was assembled 
and ready to go. 

Far back behind the house, atop an 
embankment that seemed high to 10- 
year-old eyes, ran the Northern Pacific 
tracks. We sledded down that slope on 
winter snows, and from its height in 
springtune launched Eddy kites of flour- 
pasted newsprint on lines of grocery 
string. It was here that the patriotic trio 
took to the air for the first and last time. 

A brisk east wind was at our backs. 
Somewhat fitful, it was strong enough 
that Dad had to reset the bridles. Up went 
the blue Conyne from Dad's hand as I 
held the reel. Fifty feet or so down the line 
he attached the white one, and two were 
in the air. Then the red one was flying as 
well, off to the right a little until it cleared 

We took turns hold- 
ing the reel and mar- 
veled at the pull as the 
three kites rose into 
higher wind velocity 
above. The train must 

have been out about 900 
. feet. Surprisingly for 

Conynes, the angle of flight 
wasn't particularly high, per- 

haps 40 degrees. How could they 
pull so hard, those tiny swatches of 

red, white and blue? Whose house were 
they over now, so many blocks away? 

Suddenly the wind strengthened. 
When he could, Dad fought to take in the 
line. One moment it was singing taut 
from the reel. The next moment it went 
slack and the kites were free, getting 
smaller and smaller as they disappeared in 
the west. 

Where were they now? Over the rail 
yards and the tall grain elevators? Would 
they fly as far as the university or even the 
river? In moments they had passed out of 
sight behind the trees. 

Dad ran for the car. He took off after 
them alone. The old Model A was down 
the driveway and westward bound long 
before those kites hit the ground. They 
were trailing most of the line. Would it 
snag and fly them somewhere from a 
tree? Would someone else get to them 
first? We could only wait and wonder. 

Dad was away for hours. It was almost 
dark when he returned-without the 
kites. We never knew how far he had gone 
or who he talked to in that fruitless 
search, but he had made some kind of 
peace within himself. Where we had 
expected anger and despair, he seemed 

Looking back now, it's strange that I 
never talked to my father about losing 
that train of kites. We might have remi- 
nisced about it when he lay in the hospi- 
tal waiting to die. I didn't think about it 
then. Would it have made him laugh a lit- 
tle? Or did losing those special kites still 
hurt too much, even after all those years? 

Did anyone ever find our kites, lost 
over southeast Minneapolis so long ago? 
They may have flown for miles, over 
downtown buildings, past lakes and farms 
and beyond. I hope someone found them, 
someone who admired their workman- 
ship and appreciated the love and skill 
that made them fly, someone who 
thought they were a gift from heaven and 
flew them with joy. 

Dad put a lot of effort into creating 
special occasions for the family. "Making 
memories," he called it. He certainly made 
one for me that day. 

In my mind's eye, those kites still fly. I 
can see that train of matched Conynes, 
red and white and blue, climbing up the 
western sky. I can hear the sweet song 
sung by the line and feel its vibrant pull. 
The pride of that moment lives on. Those 
kites aren't lost at all. They're still as new 
and magnificent as they were on that 
Fourth of July long, long ago. v 

DAVID DOBBS is a retired information scien- 
tist who gardens and writes in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. He began flying kites again with his 
children in the late 50s, and now three gener- 
ations in three families share the fascination 
that began with this true story. 
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$19.95 You have to see it to believe it! 
+ $4.00 ship.lhand. the 

-- 

Incredible 
I- - 

Osprey is a new concept in kite design and flying. It's made of durable 
spar, 4 4  wingspan-easy to assemble. But its beauty is in the 

flying: formed by the wind, the Jackite Osprey emulates the grace of a bird in flight. 
I t  flies parallel to the ground, actually flaps its wings, soars to a new position, flaps its wings again, 
and soars to another position. Lo and behold! I s  it a n  Osprey - or is i t  a Jackite? Write or call: 
Jackite, Inc., 2868 West Landing Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 1 (804) 426-5359 

Quality Full Color Graphics 
for Dedicated Kite People. 

OTHER EXCITING DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
100% COTTON SIZES S M L XL 

'C 
Dealer $ 495 Call or 

Inquiries Write for 
Invited Free Brochure I 

\ .. 600 Sea Pines Cr. PO. Box 36363 
-- Pensacola, FL 32506 a 1-800-239-4415 I 

T ~ E  

T ~ r n ~ d @  
$95rnOO 

Shipping 8 Handling $5.00 

@Spins 
.Hovers 
*Pat. Pending 

met's . . . Continued /?om page 13  

placed in the production of Kite Lines. It 
has been an extraordinary work of love 
and dedication on your behalf. Believe 
me, it is duly appreciated. From its onset, 
Kite Lines has been a work of art, holding 
the interest of all and having something 
for the novice as well as the advanced kit- 
ing enthusiast. Thanks again for all of it. 

-Cesar Quifiones 
Ponce, Puerto Rico, USA 

On a t  least three occasions there has been 
serious talk in the kite community of institut- 
ing a scout merit badge for kiting. 

Once Scout Leader George Wilcox of 
Baltimore went so far as to outline the require- 
ments and passed them on to the Boy Scouts 
of America. He was told his request would go 
on the list, but that even if selected as a suit- 
able subject, it would take at  least three years 
to establish. It never happened. 

It's as good an idea now as it was in 1931 
when Paul Garber wrote a Boy Scouts service 
manual titled Kites and Kite Flying. Kiting 
wasn't a merit badge then, either, but at  least 
it was encouraged by an a&'vity book. 

It takes real persistence for such an idea to 
come to fruition. So, one more time, we have 
passed the suggestion along, this time to Dave 
Gomberg, president of the AKA, who has said 
he will follow through. -KG. 

Corrections & Clarifications 
Regarding our last issue (Winter 1990-91): 

In our article on World's Largest Eddy 
Kite, we inadvertently failed to name all 
the kitemakers. They were Bill Tyrrell, 
Terry Merkle and Dan Flintier. The heat- 
sealing was done by Garrett & Sons. 
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the 

Hagaman Parafoils 

"Commitment to Excellence" 
Custom Sizes 

20 sq. ft. to 130 sq. ft. 
T-shirts and Cloisonnt Pins 

Write: PO. Box 2078 
Westport, W;4 98595 
Phone: 206-267-7928 

* 

Semaphore 
Productions. P l ' I< l<Sl<S 1'5 Q3 

Flights 
of Fanoy 
'I'his is the ultimate collection 

of the worlcls most beautiful 
kites. 

Soaring high over sandy 
bcachcs ancl grccn parks. Set 
to an original musical score, 
this vicleo is a treat to the 
sc l~scs  that is unmatched. 

lTrlrlarrated and available in 
VHS only from Semaphore 
Productions. :io I l , i l l l l l C L ,  

340 Hickory St. #a-I< 
Red Bluff, CA 96080 

s 
F- 

1 9 . 9 5  
('.I K 1 ~ S l 1 ) l S ' l ' S  .\1)1) .\1'1'. S . \ I , l S  '1'.\X 

Check or money order 
\ l O S l Y  l%. \ ( 'K ~ ; l ' . \ K . \ Y I ' l < I  
1!)91 SIXl , \1 '11OK1~ I ' r ~ ~ ~ l t t c l I ~ ~ ~ t - .  

.\I1 K i g h l s  I<czcr\cd 

KITES, WINDSOCKS & 
THE UNUSUAL FLYING FUN 

For all your mail order needs call 
1=800=345=KITE 
Fax # 301-289-5726 

PO. Box 551, Ocean City, Maryland 21842 
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Coast Kites 
Proud Makers of the 

NEW 

AVAILABLE NOW 
Other Squadron Kites 
* Fokker Triplane 
t Sopwith Camel 
* Sopwith Trainer 
* Douglas M-2 
* Spirit of St. Louis 
* Wright Flyer 
* Cap'n Nemos 
* F3F2 
* Four Dekker 
* Ghost Clipper 

Coast K i t e s  
15953 Minnesota Avenue 

Paramount, CA 90723 
TO ORDER: 

1-800-735-4837 
213-634-3630 

Fax: 213-634-5425 

Empty Spaces . 
Alfred E. Hartig edge tuck option and 
The Nantucket Kiteman, multiple choice towing 
A1 Hartig, designer of points in the keel. It 
the first cloth delta kite, flew like a bird from his 
died on September 3, hand the first time. 
1990 at the age of 68. He 
had suffered from heart 
disease for three years. 

The small kitemak- 
ing company that A1 
and his wife Betty began 

island (off the 
Massachusetts coast) 
became famous for kites 
that were reliable, color- 
ful and durable. The 
first kite. the Red Baron. 
was made when A1 and 

Later Hartig made 
the four-foot Ace, the 
six-foot Valkyrie, and 
his more scarce models, 
the Bat, the National 
Eagle and the 14-foot 

I Pterodactyl. 
The business began 

in New York City's 
Central Park, where the 
Hartigs and friends flew 
their kites and then sold 
them (under the name 

I of the ' ~ c e - ~ i  Kite Co.) 
Betty were on vacation I Soon after this the 
in 1963. The kite was a Hartig checking a straightness. Hartigs realized their 
cloth version of a plastic dream of escaping the 
Gayla. Hartig's design used the classic cur- city when they moved to Nantucket and 
tain-hook spreader connections, trailing opened their shop on the Old South 

LIGHTING SYSTEMS I 
The brightest most advanced kite 

lighting system available. 

As Flown By 
Top Of The Line Flight Squadron 

Phase 1 (01)  System: 

2 24"xl" flexible strips. Ten lights per strip, 
sequentially lighting, building to a brilliantly 
lighted strip. 

And Introducing: 

Phase 2 ( 0 2 )  System: 

2 24"x0.6" flexible strips expandable to 48" 
with 0 2  + add on system. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

~vailable at your local kite shop or by contacting: 

NITE FLIGHT LIGHTING SYSTEMS 
13304 E. Valley Blvd. La Puente, Calif. 91746 (818) 961-8849 r 
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. . .  In The Sky 

Wharf. Al became a colorful fixture of the 
island in his black derby hat with red band. 

A steady stream of customers came to 
visit or ordered kites by mail from every 
continent except the Arctic. 

Media attention to the Nantucket 
Kiteman included stories in Yankee, The 
Wall Street Journal and Srnithsonian, a chap- 
ter in the book The Inner World of the 
Middle-Aged Man by Peter Chew and tele- 
vised segments on "Harry Reasoner 
Reports," "Good Morning, America," 
"Captain Kangaroo" and others. Kite Lines 
featured Al in the Winter-Spring 1981 arti- 
cle "What Is Delta?" where his position in 
the evolution of today's delta was clarified. 

A1 Hartig was more than a kitemaker; 
he was also a fine artist, craftsman and 
shipmodel builder. In the spring of 1990 
his painting of the Kent State Massacre was 
accepted as part of the permanent collec- 
tion of the James Michener Gallery at Kent 
State University. 

Al Hartig was survived by his wife Betty, 

In October 1966 in Kite Tales (predecessor 
of Kite Lines), Bob Ingraham wrote of Al's 
V-e: 

"For sheer simplicity and superb fly- 
ing ability, we've never seen an equal 
to this kite." 

The praise helped Al's kite sales soar. 
On hearing of his death, Bob wrote: 
"Al Hartig had a humorous outlook 

on life. He was one of the first painters 
on the blue canvas of the sky with his 
colorful deltas. Reflections from them 
will always be seen somewhere in 
every kite in the sky." 

his mother-in-law, his sister (since 
deceased), his sister-in-law, several nieces 
and n e p h e w m d  countless friends. 

The status of the company is indefinite 
at this writing. We hope future visitors to 
Nantucket will continue to have reason to 
shout and point when the Nantucket ferry 
comes to dock and they see the kites.-VG. 

I 

SPORT K I T E e  

Now available from Sky Burner Sport Kites! 
Complete graphite rod replacement kits for a 

wide variety of kites 

All Graphite 
Frame 

Windrange 
3 to 25 m.p.h. 

L 

Wingspan 100" 

High Quality Sail 
Construction & 
Material 

I 
for more information Kites & fun things Dealer rnqu~ries welcome 

615 N. Mill - Plymouth, MI 481 70 3 13/454-3760 

Coast Kites I 
Proud Makers of the 

Rainbow 
Stunt 

Kite  I 
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Empty Spaces . 

T-i 
7 

r - 

.me:; 

""a- ' ? ~.**w,T 2 

Henry H. Boutwell - 
. - 

.- - his days were filled in tlic 
Kik2  I.hrt~.s received thc fol- --- shed cuttirig cticks, damn- 

---. - ' .  

lowillg lctlcr from Kathr!m - -  -- -- - ing the tissues paper 
M. I%out~vell in Uc\v - bec.ause it wouldn't go on 
Orlcaris, 1,ouisiana: . -  >traighl, or readilig. Hcb 

"On 1)cccnlbcr 4, 1990 .I - - would make a ricw change 
my father, I lenr! tl. C;; - - in hi\ kitc dcsign and look 
I3outwc~ll, wa\ taken I)y - - -. tlirough your ~llagazine to 
cancer at age 67. I)e sure n o  one elsc had 

"He made and sold the same thing. I feel you 
kites that are now as far counted among his friends 
away as England. Most of for years." 
his and friends Henry Boutwell and one of his three- 

From the  Kite Lines 
have one or more kites dimensional box kites. archives we have pulled a 
hanging from their ceil- thick file of correspon- 
ings. A few of us still have kites left over dence with Henry, going back to 1975. It 
from the record attempt (1,140 stayed up shows a former shipyard machinist's assis- 
on one line). When someone's kite would tant who was devoted to kites, strong in 
need repairs he would rather crunch it up his opinions and original in his designs. 
and make them a new one. He said patch- He regularly won awards at the  New 
ing a hole would throw it off balance. Orleans Kite Festival, a major kiting event 

"You and your magazine gave him in the 70s. 
other people to talk to about kites who He had made model airplanes before 
were just as 'up there' as he was. Most of he made kites and he brought techniques 

FLIGHT 
m 

HARNESS 

The Force 10 Flight Harness is truly the ultimate 
Flight Harness System. It utilizes a Ring-Release 
Escape System which allows you, at any time, to 
quickly and safely release your kite(s) with just a 
pull of a release loop. Constructed of all military 
rated hardware, the system transfers all the pull of 
your kite(s) to your center of gravity, eliminating 
arm and back fatigue, as well as allowing you 
more control of your kite(s). Your turns and flying 
maneuvers are achieved more smoothly. Used 
responsibly, the Force 10 Flight Harness is safe, 

on the kite-market today 

Join the big leagues with the Force 10 Flight Har- 
ness System. Order today through your favorite 
kite/hobby store. 

Another quality product from the folks a t  
Force 1 0 Kites 

Force 10 Power Kites 
1031 8 N Port Wash~ngton Rd 

Mequon, WI 53092 
(4 14) 24 1 -8862 
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. . . In The Sky 

of working with wood and tissue paper to 
a Marconi jib kite, a rotor, various deltas 
and his "Hazel" kite, a delta of his own 
invention named for one of his daughters. 
(As he said in a letter in 1988, "I was fly- 
ing similar kite designs when Mr. Rogallo 
patented his kite. In no way is this a varia- 
tion of Mr. Rogallo's [Corner] kite.") 

Poor camera shots kept us from print- 
ing pictures of Boutwell's creations in Kite 
Lines, but in 1977 we published his letter 
about the (then) world record train of 
1,585 kites set by Takeshi Nishibayashi 
and six helpers in Japan in November, 
1976. The crew flew the kites on a dou- 
bled line. ("I see TWO lines! Protest!!!" 
Boutwell wrote.) A reply by William R. 
Bigge explained that the pair of lines was 
handled as a single line on the ground. 
Bigge conceded that Boutwell may have 
held the record for about two months: 
Henry and his crew (mostly family mem- 
bers) flew a claimed 1,140 sled-kite train 
from three branching lines that tangled in 

a wind shift at Audubon Park, New 
Orleans on September 5, 1976. However, 
in this case there was no agreement on 
the number of kites that should be count- 
ed as flying at the same time. 

In January 1978, a calamity befell 
Boutwell. Three days and nights of steady 
rain fell on his shedlworkshop, and he 
wrote: "I thought I had a solid, leakproof 
roof . . . Over 300 kites have been soaked, 
2,500 of them ready to fly and 300 not- 
completed small tissue-covered kites. NO 
HOPE! These kites were to  make an 
attempt on the single [most-on-a-line] 
record in July. I am sick!" 

But Boutwell bounced back. He kept 
making kites and writing feisty letters, 
signing them "A Southern Kite Flyer." 

One time just after his protest, he 
wrote to us: "One of these days I will learn 
not to write letters to the editors of maga- 
zines, and let the world go to hell." 
Thanks, Henry. We needed that. And we 
will miss you. --KG. 

NEW 1991 
TOP OF THE LINE KITES 

VIDEO CATALOG 
Deaturing: 

O Top of The Line Flight Squadron 
Q Products & Accessories 

b 
New North Shore Radical 

Tricks Tips & Techniques 

3 0 $15.00 Coupon for any 
Top of The Line Kite or Bag 

Produced by Don Tabor, 
Top of the Line Kites 

VHS NTSC 30 Minutes - Catalog Number: V91 
To Order: (VISA or Mastercard) 

1-800-638-KITE (638-5483) Ext. 1569 - Open 24 Hrs 
Price: $15.00 + $4.50 S&H - California add $.98 tax 
International: $15.00 + $10.00 S&H 

Or send, BALLOON FACTORY & KITES 
Check or Money Order 19306 E. Windrose Drive 
To: Rowland Heights, CA 91 748 

FAX (81 8) 91 2-2585 

00 Chagrin River Road 
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For the Record 

Long. . .VeryT Very, Very Long 

Left, Craken, the new 
Longest Kite, towers 
over its launchers in 
Nimes, France. 
Inset: Michel Trouillet 
gesticulates success 
with raised hand and 
voice gun. 

hot coffee and await / the arrival of Craken. 

7:05 a.m. Three 
more vehicles have I parked and Craken has 

arrived aboard a four-wheel 
drive vehicle and an all-ter- 

rain Volvo truck, both loaded to the roof. 
The monster still sleeps peacefully for the 
moment, with its 3,393.85 feet of length, 
weighing, with its various accessories, over 
400 pounds. 

The construction team accompanies it 
to its baptism. They extricate themselves 
as best they can from the tiny spaces 
remaining for them in the vehicles. 

Record Broken for World's Longest Kite 

T he world record for Longest Kite was the 20,000-or-so square feet of fabric. All 
broken on November 18,1990 by the the lines were provided by Cousin, a 

previous record holders, Groupe OK Mktral leading manufacturer of high-tech cable. 
(Good Wind) of MontpeIlier, France. The kite was laid out on the aircraft 

Led by Michel Trouillet, nine makers runway, its tail folded on itself in a series 
and 25 support personnel flew a kite of piles. With a windspeed of 35 knots, 
1,034.45 meters (3,384 feet) long. The the launch was fast. 
head, a keeled parafoil, was 12.75 x 9.45 The kite flew at an altitude of 600 
meters (about 41 x 30 feet). The kite, meters (1,000 feet) for 4 minutes, 35 sec- 
named "Craken" after the m m c a l  sea onds, before the 2,000-kg test (4,400-lb) 
monster, weighed 106 kg (233.2 pounds) Kevlar line snapped. The kite was recov- 
and took over six months to construct. ered downwind. One fascinating aspect of 

The flight took place at the civilian flying a kite this long was that the tail of 
airfield at Millau/Larzac, Nimes, France, the kite aligned itself in the air currents to 
with clearances from the Military the contours of the ground underneath. 
District Command, Air Safety Control Congratulations to the record hold- 
and the local gendarmerie. A mobile 28- ers: Pierre Agniel, Fran~ois Bertron, 
ton heavy recovery vehicle was used as Phillipe Bertron, Michel Trouillet and 
an anchor, and an all-terrain truck as a last but not least Anne Vieu (28), Textile 
line-brake. Verification of the size of the Architect, who not only sewed and 
kite was made by French notaries public. assembled the entire kite, but was a 

The sponsor was EntrepBt Agniel, a major force in the project coming to 
French technical textile specialist, which fruition. -Report by Tony Sparrow from 
underwrote the attempt and provided information provided by Michel Trouillet 

7:35 a.m. A camouflage-painted 28-ton 
heavy wrecker from the Larzac Military 
Base pulls up a few yards from the group 
with a mighty hissing of airbrakes. The 
driver shouts through the half-open door, 
"Is it going to be OK?" 

"Yeah, it'll do ... although ...'I There is a 
heavy weight in our stomachs as we feel the 
wind strengthen. 

8:30 a.m. Above flies a 12- by 20-foot 
banner, which cracks like a whip in the 
ever-increasing wind. The crew flies the 
three prototypes which preceded the birth 
of Craken: Baby, 31. feet long; Junior, 88 
feet; and Senior, 150 feet. The boldest 
member of the crew is having his posteri- 
or tested as "landing-gear" along the run- 
way, being dragged along by Senior. From the Craken Diary: Totally Crazy! 

6:30 a.m. on the Larzac Plateau. silver coveralls scan the mile-long runway 9.00 am. The huissiers arrive. [Huissiers 
Wind, invigorating! A cold drizzle, air in the fog. These strange beings stamping are commissioners appointed by the 
equally frigid, a mist clothing the sur- their feet in the morning cold are four French Ministry of Justice to certify and 
rounding hills with a ghostly feeling. women, five men and a teenager, all from document events.] They feverishly begin 

Four cars pull up to the MiUau airport, Montpellier, France, answering to the pass- the measuring process, tapes in hand, 
and ten "extra-terrestrials" in black-and- word "OKM." They get out thermoses of while the monster, grfice h Dieu, still rests 
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Maker of Peregrine. 
One of Jerry's Kites 

PO Box 388 
Ocean Park,WA. 98640 

(206) 665-6464 

No matter what kind of kite flyer you 
are, this catalog IS for you. 

Check out stunt kites for dual or quad- 
line flying, some not available in any other 

catalog. Single line kites include deltas, 
parafoils, boxes, cellular kites, and specialties. 

You'll find neon Spectra@ line, handles, 
winders, windsocks, kits, and much more. 

We treat you right with free membership in 
our "Frequent Flyer" club, 10% discounts to AKA 

members, toll-free and fax ordering, gift certifi- 
cates, and more. Give us a try! 

Call or  wri te today for your  

FREE COLOR CATALOG 

1 -800-659-l<lTE 
22 1 Yoho Drive, Dept. 1-1 
Anoka, MN 55303 

We've chosen our 
associates carefully. 

Since our beginnings 
in the late 1970s, 

companies like Quicksilver, 
Shanti and Stratton have 

been with us. 
As kiting has grown, 
so have we, adding 

prestigious friends like 
Buffalo Cody boxes, 

Condor Kites, Mark Cottrell, 
Crystal Kites, Martin Lester, 

LiteFlite, Peter Lynn, 
Paraflex, professor ~aldof,  

Rainbow stunt kites, 
Revolution, Sky Delight, 
Speed-Wing, Spyro-Jet, 

Top of the Line, Trlby, 
Vertical Visuals, 

Windy Kites. 

WE'VE 
GROWN 

What's Up products are found in 
fine kite stores everywhere. 
Wholesale to the trade only. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

4500 Chagrin River Road 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 

21 61247-4222 
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For the Record. . . Continued 

peacefully on the floor of the hangar. The 
official measurement is in ... 1,034.45 
meters. So be it! Now for some action. 

10:OO a.m. Craken stretches out full 
length along the 5,250-foot concrete run- 
way. A cry goes up from the loudspeaker, 
"Prepare to launch!" 

The antics of the wind are even crazier 
than those of the launch crew. Though 
the head of the kite rises, the cells refuse 
to inflate, blocked by undulating layers of 
fabric. Three unsuccessful attempts are 
made; the crew, spaced along the length 
of the runway, battles masses of waving 
ripstop. 

10:25 a.m. LAUNCH! The air suddenly 
rushes into the throat of the cells and 
Craken, in one giant convulsion, inflates 
itself and the first 450 feet of the tail 
drogue. The 2,432-square-foot airfoil head 
bounds furiously upward. The 25 assistant 
crew members rush along the length of 
the tail. Crisp orders come from the bull- 
horn and the walkie-talkies. Two pilots 

struggle to laterally stabilize the climb of 
the beast. The 950 feet of line passes 
through their hands fast enough to literal- 
ly draw smoke from their heavy leather 
gauntlets! 

The main cable is stretched bar-taut 
and sings in the wind. In the 14-ton truck, 
two assistants cool down the pulley brakes 
with bottles of mineral water. 

The radios crackle to life: "This is the 
certifymg commissioner. You've done it! 
Congratulations." The fabulous Craken, 
stretched up almost into the low clouds, 
its length following the relief of the ter- 
rain, is an unreal spectacle. Wildly emo- 
tional feelings, totally crazy! 

A few minutes are spent shouting and 
crying, tears of joy and excitement 
released from the stress of six solid 
months in the service of this enormous 
beast. 

At this time, Aeolus, the God of the 
Winds, redoubles his strength. With a 
crack like a rifle shot, the line parts. It 
breaks under a strain of 4,000 pounds. 
(Can you believe it? ... 4,000 pounds!) 

Just like its legendary Andromedean 
namesake, Craken sinks softly beneath 
the waves of the wind, beneath the 
destructive glare of the Gorgon; the crew 
watches with horrified eyes. No super- 
stars, beefy athletes or death-defying 
heroes in this crew. These are everyday 
people, parents, factory and ofice workers 
who have spent their weekends pursuing 
a goal without practical benefit, only the 
most rewarding experience ever-that of 
comradeship and a shared adventure. 
Now they are faced with the task of recov- 
ering and rolling up 335 pounds of fabric 
(and an almost equal weight of water that 
the fabric has absorbed). 

A speciul thank you to the record-hold- 
ers and their assistants without whose 
help OKM and the Craken would have 
remained as sketches on file in that corner 
of our minds under the label of 
Impossible Dreams. 

-Michel Trouillet, Team Captain, 
OKM Craken Project. 

Translation by Tony Sparrow 

Put your City or State name and 
design on a Baby SocTM, and 
sell as souvenirs. 

A Baby SocTM with school 
colors and emblem will show 
school spirit. 

Advertise your resort by putting 
your name and logo on a 
Baby SocTM. 

Put your Company logo on a 
Baby SocTM and give to 
important clients. 

Club members can identify 
each other with matching 
Baby SocTM. 
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Need Kites? 
Need Kits? 

Need Parts? 

High Fly Kite Co 
The Kite Addict's Premier Source for Kites and Parts 

Write, call, or fax for our new Catalog: 

Mail order specialists 
Fast delivery from our large 

inventory 
Visa, Mastercard 

High Fly Kite Co 
PO Box 2146 
Haddonfield NJ, USA 08033 
609 4294260 
Fax 429-01 42 

No visit to the West Coast is complete without a stop at . . .  

\ r / - 
4 

-- --a K l T E S  cfTz7 

"A most impressive kite collection!" "AWESOME!!" Doug Hagaman 
Stan 'Wothing else like it! Finest kite shop 

"Dazzling! ... and watching Corey in the ever!*t Jerry Sinotte 
store is incredible!" Lee Toy "I wish it was my kite store! 
"Most amazing kite store I've ever p.s. Don't forget the Monterey 
seen!" Joel Scholz Aquarium." Robbi Sugarman 

Winbbovne X i t e s  
585 Cannery %OW 
Alontevey,  Ca 93940 

Write for our retail KITEALOG~~ Toll-Free Order # 1-800-234-1 033 
AKA I KTA Member Merchant Kite Store # (408) 373-7422 



BLUE SKY SERIES 

TEXTILE EDITION 
Our Delta Conyne Design is available on 
heavy 100% cotton white tee shirts and 

150 polylcotton sweatshirts. Printed 
sky blue, sea foam green, pink and 

black. these colorful prints capture the 
subtle beauty of kites in flight. Men's 
sizes SIMILIXL. 

NOTE CARD EDITION 
rinted with the same care as our lim- 
ed edition fine art  serigraphs. these 

will beautify your letter writing and gift 
giving. Four color print. blank inside. Six 

Sweatshirts Size @ $22.00 - 
Notecard Pack of Six @ 3 8.00 - 

Subtotal - 

PO Box 701 0 Please Include Shipping/Handling -33.00- 
California Residents Please Add 6.5% Sales Tax - 

TOTAL - 
92375-001 0 N~~~ 

please allow four Address 
weeks for delivery City State zip - 

TRYING TO LAND 
A GOOD KITE 

FLY WITH US 
SEND $1 00 FOR OUR CATALOG TO 

U.S. KITES 
P.O. BOX 494 

HENRIETTA, N.Y. 14467 

'-HUNDREDS IN STOCK 
AT ROCK-BOITOM 
OISCOUNl PRICES! 
WE WILL NOT BE 

UNO€RSOLD! 

1 FREE CArALOG I 

KITES & A 

Major Brands 
LOW 

Fac to ry  Direct Prices!!! 

Call or Write for 
Our Free Catalog. 

Flying Things 
130 S.E. Highway 101 

Lincoln City, OR 97367 
(503) 996-6313 

SINCE 
1985 

4 HEMLOCK TRA II. SANPY HODK.cT06482 

RAY 8 LYNN LUCAS USA ORDERS 
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In the Wind 

ning kite 
down under. 

t's official: the Geraldton 
(Western Australia) Art Gallery's 

international kite exhibition last 
October was "very successful-a 
high standard of entries," accord- 
ing to Barbara Bennetts for the 
Gallery. The winning kite, taking 

(Australian), was a box Antonio i .  ,.lsto of Rio de Janeiro spent three hours a day fort, ~onths 

( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ , ~  , J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u  design) to make this intricate mosaic kite from 3000 paper rectangles, each 1" x 4". 

- 

I 
decorated with costumed Japanese 
figures. 

The total of 34 entries was 
received only from Japan, 
Australia and New Zealand. The 
organizers hope more countries 
will be represented for the next 
kite exhibit, in October 1992. 

The judging standards of 
craftsmanship, design, artistic cre- 
ativity and function ("the entries 
must fly") place this show in a 
class by itself. Interested artist- 
kitemakers may contact: Friends 
of the Geraldton Art Gallery, P.O. 
Box 1158, Geraldton, W.A. 6530, 
Australia. 

H ow often do you see mosaics loons tumbled over. 
of paper? The low durability- Max's favorite kite is a tradi- 

to-labor quotient doesn't seem to tional fringed octagon. Paper box 
discourage the members of the and "new-art kites" are also popu- 
Cultura e Lazer (Culture and lar among club members. 
Leisure) kite group in Rio de Materials used are "white paper, 
Janeiro, Brazil. colored tissue paper, translucent 

According to Max da Fonseca tracing paper, packing thread, 
Cardoso, a champion kitemaker plastic glue and special bamboo." 
who organizes festivals and work- Tools are "pencil, ruler, scissors 
shops in Rio, the construction and very imagination." 
techniques come from those used Max has asked that we publish 
for giant paper hot-air balloons his address so that other kitefliers 
which were a popular hobby in from around the world can contact 
Brazil. Unfortunately, they were him: Max de Fonseca Cardoso, Rua 
banned in 1985 because brush Mozart Barcelar, 51, Bangu, Rio de 
fires were started when the bal- Janeiro21810, BRAZIL. 

Unrestored Prussian Box kite sits in the old kite hall, Lindenberg. 

ore news from East) Germany. This project is in M fesseldrachen Club dk; / addition to restoring the original 
Lilienthal. Jorg Kopec, its presi- kites (each of which was num- 
dent, writes that the club is bered) for the 1994 reenactment 
embarking on a restoration of the of the world record altitude fly of 
Prussian Weather Bureau winch- 1919. Members are trying to find 
house in Lindenberg, (formerly old cotton to use as covering. 

U pdating our last report: Bill 
Tynrell and Joe Williams have 

returned from Christmas Island 
after flying instrument-carrying 
Jalbert parafoils for scientific stud- 
ies of the troposphere. Four ultra- 
light parafoils were specially built 
for the effort, the lower three 
being built in halves so they 
could be flown in train. 

The trials were successful, and 
Bill and Joe got two of the lifters 
in train to an altitude of 11,400 
feet. 

Among other tribulations: 
kites on a half-mile of lime diving 
into the sea and washing onto 
shark-infested coral reefs! 

Bill is writing up his adven- 
tures for Kite Lines and stirring up 
other new projects. 

W atch for the June issue of 
Popular Science. It will fea- 

ture seven familiar kiters repre- 
senting the latest in kite design 
using new technologies. 

S ilvio Maccherozzi of Italy has 
created another astonishing 

cellular kite (see cover and above) 
built of countless pieces of fabric 
(similar to his Best of Show in Kite 
Lines, Summer-Fall 1987). 
Constructed under the supervi- 
sion of Franco Giubilini, "my 
maestro," the kite's plan appeared 
in the bulletin of the Associazione 
Italiana Aquilonisti. 

Silvio says, "As I sewed, my 
ideas became clearer and I 
thought of increasing the width 
and reducing the anteroposterior 
length, and of constructing every 
cell in a different size, getting big- 
ger from the center outwards." 
Besides nylon, the structure 
entailed fishing rods, a network 
of Kevlar and Dacron lines, a year 
and a half of agonizing and work, 
and a "certain deterioration of 
family ties." 

Snowflake is a hefty 5%' x 12', and 
flies well in light mountain winds. 

K ites and hiking make a great 
combination. If you don't 

believe it, ask William Mason 
Wetzel of Clifton Park, New York. 
He flies kites from mountain tops 
on weekly walks all over the 
region with the Crooked Cane 
Hiking Club. The other members, 
infected with Bill's enthusiasm, 
fly along with him. v 
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L egend has it in Japan that the crane T his Kite Lines series features a reader's 
can live a thousand years. The crane is kite picture on a whole page in full 

our national bird and B symbol of long 
life. Many Japanese kites are decorated 
with cranes. This train is 50 cranes, and 
took three years to complete. I spent a 
great deal of time developing the kite, 
since the early models were very unstable. 

I am constantly exploring and learning 
about the secrets of single-bridle kites. It is 
my pleasure to share this knowledge with 
other kitefliers. There are many reasons 
for my 15-year fascination with kite 
trains. Most kites in Japan are multi-bri- 
dled and people have difficulty adjusting 
them. The technical knowledge needed to 
get the kite to fly is too great. I think sin- 
gle-bridle-point kites are much better 
because they are easy to fly. So I have been 
researching one-point bridle Japanese 
kites for some time. 

My trains are designed to give pleasure 
to both spectator and flier. They can be 
stored in a box, yet be a massive presence 
in the sky. My arch trains are legendary in 
the kite world. I see them as true sky art. 

Now I travel the world, exhibiting 
Japanese art through kites and trying to 
help spread a message of international 
peace and friendship. -Eiji Ohashi 

Tokyo, JAPAN 

E iji Ohashi has devoted himself to the 
study, research and original design of 

kites for many years. He has made innu- 
merable kites and won many awards in 
Japan. He has invented many novel kites, 
in particular the expansible box* and the 
arch train.** 

In 1988 he traveled twice to the Middle 
East, visiting Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Egypt and United Arab Emirates. 
The growing understanding of the outside 
world which oil has brought to the region 
led to his invitation to teach Japanese 
kitemaking to Arab children. 

As evidence of his traveling the world, 
in 1989 he was in the USA for six weeks, 
the UK for eight weeks and the USSR for 
ten days. He wrote that in Russia, the peo- 
ple are "too busy standing in line at the 
shops. They have no time to make a kite 
to play with." -KG. 

T akashi Ohashi, Eiji's son, is a profes- 
sional photographer. This photo was 

taken in April, 1990, in Eiji's favorite 
"field," a dry river bed in Tokyo's suburbs. 

*Kite Lines, Summer-Fall 1984, cover and pp. 26-29. 
**Kite Lines, Summer 1989, pp. 25-27. 

color inhach issue. Yours could be the 
next one! What kind of kite photograph 
qualifies for this honor? 

First, the kite must fly well. Supporting 
information must be included describing 
the kite's typical flight and giving its 
dimensions, materials and history. 

Second, the kite must be beautiful. 
Agreed, beauty is in the sky of the behold- 
er. This is an openly subjective criterion. 

Third, the kite must show some quality 
of originality in either form, craftsman- 
ship, color, decoration or use of attached 
elements. (No commercial kites, please!) 

Fourth, the photograph (as a separate 
consideration from the kite in it) must be 
of high artistic and technical quality- 
sharp, well-framed, rich in color. For print- 
ing, we prefer 35mm or larger transparen- 
cies. We can also use color prints if they 
are 8" x 10" or larger. Tip: we favor verti- 
cal format over horizontal. 

The photograph should be taken in one 
of two modes: as a close-up of the kite in 
the sky, the kite filling at least one-third of 
the film area; or as a background-inclusive 
shot, showing people, scenery, etc., behind 
the kite. In any case, the kite should be 
shown well, although not necessarily fly- 
ing, as long as the supporting information 
establishes the kite's flyability. In fact, back- 
ground features give a reference point and 
sometimes increased interest to a picture. 

We suggest you take many pictures of 
the kite. Snap it in the sky, at festivals, 
morning, noon and night--even indoors 
on display. Discard any preconceptions of 
what a "correct" kite photograph should 
be. Then send us no more than five pho- 
tographs of one kite at a time. To avoid 
risk of sending an original transparency or 
photograph, you may send a duplicate for 
review. 

Ship in stiff protective packaging and 
enclose a self-addressed envelope with 
stamps or international reply coupons for 
return of your material-otherwise, we 
cannot guarantee its return. 

Photographs submitted must be not 
previously published. After publication in 
Kite Lines, further rights revert to the pho- 
tographer and kitemaker. 

Kite Lines credits both kitemakers and 
photographers. A photographer may take 
pictures of a kite not his or her own, but 
in such case should ask the kitemaker's 
help in supplying information for the sub- 
mission. You are invited to enter! You have 
nothing to lose but your obscurity. 

(Suspended Elevations) 
333 3 Wallingford North 

Seattle, WA 98 103 

206 633-4780 
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KITES W BOOMERANGS . . . THE graphite creations, unique custom- 
COMPANION SPORTS! Worlds wid- made Bi, and modern wood pro- 
est selection of the finest Sport duction sticks . . . The 6-MAN has 
Boomerangs. "Sticks" from USA, them all. Order your FREE illustrated 
England, France, Germany, Aus- catalog toda FAST, PERSONAL 
tralia. Incredible returns! Modern SERVICE A L W A ~ .  

Classifieds 
Classifieds are limited to non-commercial and personal 
advertisers. Rates are $1 .OO per word, $10 minimum, 
payable in advance. Publisher may edit or abbreviate 
for space. Send copy with payment to: Kite Lines, 
P.O. Box 466, Randallstown, MD 21133-0466, USA. 

WANTED 

ANTIQUE PLANS or information on historic FIGHTER 
KITES. I would also like to contact fighter kite clubs 
worldwide. Dale Vanderhoof, Black Feather Kites, 
P.O. Box 547, Weed, CA 96094-0547, USA. 

GUY WITH KlTE FEVER would like to correspond 
with other people in a similar condition who have also 
caught the bug. Dennis Brown, 812 The Strand, Dee 
Why, Sydney, NSW 2099, AUSTRALIA. 

KlTE PINS TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE. Cloud Nine Kite 
Shop, Ocean Shores, WA, USA. Tel: 206-289-2221. 

STICK-AND-PAPER Hi-Flier kite with biplane logo from 
40s or 50s. Name your price. Richard Brodie, P.O. Box 
995, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. Tel: 213-454-8309. 

FOR SALE 

USNUSSR "PEACE KITES," from a limited edition of 
100 made in 1985. Diamond shaped, nylon and fiber- 
glass, $100 each. Very few left. Available from Sky 
Scrapers Kites, P.O. Box 11 149 Denver, CO 8021 1. 

BOOMERANG MAN, 1806-K North 3rd St., Monroe, Louisiana 71201-4222 
~ele~honeno. 318-325-8157 

f 7 

KITEMAKING 
SUPPLIES 

A full range for 
all your kitemaking needs. 
Prompt, courteous service. 

Call or write for our catalog at 

GASWORKS PARK KlTE SHOPPB 
3333 WaIlWord North 

Seattle, WA 98103 
206-633-4780 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 

\ J 

.3 

Shipping 8 Handling.SP.50 

1122 EAST HAYS BOISE, ID* 

seen at a distance? Our #RED 23 
strobe light similar to those in you 

2 pencells which flash the strobe for over 3 hou 

#RED 23, $29.95 
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