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Send for Free
80 Page Color
Catalog of Kites

Get the kites you
want from Into The Wind,
America’s leading mail order &
kite company. We're known
for our unmatched selection
and fast service, and we
guarantee your satisfaction
with everything you buy.

Retail sales only.

Specializing

in Sport Kites

e 57 different models

e 21 pages of Sport Kites
shown in full color

¢ All kites are performance rated.

* Full range of line, accessories
and spare parts

Plus Everything for
the Single Line Flier

* Hundreds of kites to choose from

* Kitemaking supplies and tools

* Kite packs, wind meters and kite
lighting systems

* Best selection of kite line anywhere

Into The Wind

1408-G Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302 - Call toll free: 1-800-541-0314




These beautiful stunt kites are designed for ultimate control of the s p or t s

skies. Made with rugged Ripstop Nylon and strong and flexible

graphite spars these durable and controllable stunt kites 7208 McNeil Drive,

are limited only by your skill and sense of adventure. For the S
ultimate experience in kite flying see your dealer or call today Suite 207

to find out where you can get your hands on the controls of o
these high-tech ace commanders of the wind. .AI]Stln, TX 78729

1-800-325-4768




Available Thru Your
Local Kite Shops Only

- The Rest. W
Now Fly The Best.

Skyburner, After-Burner and The Ultra-light. Names you've
come to know with unsurpassed craftsmanship, a sail built
to last and competition ready right out of the bag.
Introduces their new family members.
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Tel 313-454-3760 Fax 313-454-0345

Millestelle

Spirit Kite 15'

For outstanding quality, beauty,
performance and excellence of design—
fly award-winning Omega kites.

Please send $5 for portfolio of 45 color
photographs of Omega kites. (Portfolio
cost to be applied toward initial purchase.)

Handcrafted kites by
HI FLI KITES. LTD. Maurizio Angeletti
12101 C East llliff : for a color brochure send $2 to:
Aurora, Colorado 80014 S, |
(303) 755-6105 7850 Lomach-Brombach, GERMANY |

Tel: +49-7621-54547 Fax: +49-7621-54969 |
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“WASP

ONE OF THE MOST UNIQUE
AND FAVORITE SPORT KITES
AROUND THE WORLD AND THE
GUINEA WASP-.

A 3/4 SIZE WASP
FOR THE EXPERIENCED FLYER

ﬁ Wind Walker Kites

RT. 2 BOX 225 D EAST BERNARD, TX 77435
TEL: 1-409-335-7503

IN EUROPE
CTRA/ Carbonbera
Pol. Ind. Roces §
33209 Gijon, Asturias
Spain
TEL: 34-85-393779

PROGPAR 2 ,f

TOURNAMENT QUALITY CARBON COMPOSITE TUBING
FROM THE WORLD’S LEADING SPAR M,
MAKERS OF FILAMENT WOU, XY F
PROSPAR & PROSPAR COMP
CARBON SPARS ARE AVAILABLE IN

PRM PA R Ci Qﬂﬂlfgp KITES FROM THESE FINE KITE MAKERS:

Team High Fly Top Of The Line Tori Industries

: Highly Strung Hyper Kites Buena Vista Kite Co.
A Tour ':"L?:; g‘:;;;;y ltsABreeze  Windwalker Kites

4 Strong Glasforms Spars and Accessories
—— ; are Distributed Worldwide by:

High Fly Kite Co. Highly Strung
Goodwinds Kites Phoenix

pr m R Into The Wind Kite Magic
Kiigs Kites The Kite Co., Lid.
4 Carbon Fiber Performance
A Affordable g/ﬂ%fnﬂm

4 Durable

271 BARNARD AVE. « SAN JOSE, CA 95125 USA
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Finally, a
complete carbon =, %
framing system  J A7, o

for kiters. > §r i
Now, from the manufacturer of d :

world record-setting arrow shafts,
comes a complete state-of-the-art
carbon graphite framing system
just for kiters.

Select from Light, Strong, or Pro
Competition models in a variety of
stiffness-to-weight ratios. Beman
linkages, connectors, and
standoffs make it easy to
transform your favorite stunters
into top performers.

Now available at fine kite stores
throughout the U.S. and Europe.

Pro Competition Carbon'Srrong Carbon Light

NIAN

K 1 T E s 3682 Rennie School Rd, Traverse City, Ml 49684 616-943-8864

Introducinga_—
great new line of
kites from Beman.

The same people that bring you
the highest quality carbon graphite
kite frames now introduce a great
new line of finely crafted stunters.

Exceptional value at a
reasonable cost. Three delta wings R S
and one diamond kite, all ripstop Fantasia
polyester, and all incorporating
Beman carbon spars.

Now available at fine kite stores
throughout the U.S. and Europe.

Excel " Pump \ Puzzle

NIAN

K | T E s 3682 Rennie School Rd, Traverse City, Ml 49684 616-943-8864




o COMPETITIVELY Q|
PRICED

PREMIER KITES, INC.
8673 Cherry Lane
Laurel,Maryland 20707
301-604-1881
FAX 301-604-1944
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

Resourcefulness & Other Traits

fter 16 years of publishing Kite Lines

L. (“we’re not getting older, we're getting

better”), we ought to know everything
about kites, right?

Well, we don't. It's plain impossible.
Not only do we carry inevitable human
limitations, but the subject of kites has
grown in erratic directions at varying
speeds, like an adolescent. So we will
admit to knowing a lot about kites, but
not everything.

We like it this way—because we like to
learn and to be surprised, and kites keep
us doing those things.

It’s not just kites that we're about,
either. It'’s people, the ever-fascinating per-
sonalities who make up this enthusiasm
and are integral to our every report on it.

We've tried on occasion to find a pat-
tern for the people who become kitefliers.
No luck. But we kiters do possess a few
traits in common, and here are some of
them:

® a passionate interest in Kites
e curiosity

VVVVVVVVVVVVVY

e resourcefulness

e enthusiasm

For the moment [ would like to leave
the list unfinished, let the pebble fall into
the pond and start the ripples. I would
like you, dear reader, to add to this list of
shared traits of kitefliers. Send vour letters
to Kife Lines, P.O. Box 466, Randallstown,
MD 21133-0466, USA, or fax us at 410-
922-4262. I'll be happy to publish your
words in future issues. Like kiting, like all
of us, this magazine will continue to grow
and evolve.

I've chosen some photographs from
our travels that illustrate one of our
shared traits as kitefliers, resourcefulness.
The pictures illustrate variations on the
theme of “Kites as Shelter.” Perhaps some-
time when you need shelter, you'll
remember these scenes, put your kite to
work and prove your resourcefulness as a
certified kiteflier.

A

At Castiglione del
Lago, Italy, last spring:
Left, under Tri-D Box
kite are, from rear,
Peter Whitehead, Anne
Whitehead (elbow visi-
ble) and Peter Lynn of
New Zealand, with Olaf
and Sabine Zabel of
Germany in front.
Below left, Guidori
bambino under Guidori
Edo. Below right, your
editor and her mate
under rokkakus.



WHAT'S UP

h *BERIGID’S SHIELD~”
Hand-painted Rokaku (1]

New in 19932 from

"Yourcompletekitesourcew-
ithgreatserviceandsupporta-

BOREAL KITES irtoysbelladonnabooksboo-
. merangsboxescondorkitesd-
ot T:g%:g}: ont- eltasfacetsfighterkitesflyin-
(519)775-2527 gaccessoriesgriffinhighperf-
ormanceedgejackitekitemat-
emartinlesterparafoilsparaf-
lexpeterlynnpinsprofwaldo-
fquicksilverrevolutionshan-
tilineproductsskydelightsle-
dsspeedwingsquadrontopof-

thelinetrlbywindykites"

In other words,
areat kiting.

Unique ultralignt construction

2-30 mph wind range outstanding
light wind performance

Fully adjusable fighter
4 ft. signed originals

Available in 4,5,6 line easy adjust bridles MH‘“T'S ‘UP

ASK ABOUT OUR MINI ROKKAKUS
FOR FREE INFORMATION 4500 Fhagrin Ri\-:@r Road
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022

Desert Sky Kites 216.247.4222
6850 N. Camino Fray Marcos
‘T{" Tucson, Arizona 85718
LT .
| (602) 575-1960
Alan Carpentter and Tracy Ragsdale
CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE

Wholesale to the trade only

SPRING 1993 / KITE LINES / 9




Our

Retail Fami

Store: Catch the Wind
P.O. Box 973
266 S.E. Highway 101
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Tel: 503/994-9500
Fax: 503/994-4766
Floor space: 12,600 sq. ft.
in 8 stores

Hours: 9-5 winter, 9-9 summer

Years in business: 14
Years profitable: 14

Years carried Kite Lines: 14

Owner: Steve Lamb
Age: 45
Favorite food: Thai

Last book read: Shadows of
Forgotten Ancestors by Carl

Sagan and Ann Druyan
Last kite book read: The

Fighter Kite Book by David

Gomberg

Doesn't your store carry Kite Lines? To learn all the
benefits of doing it, write for retailers information
package: Kite Lines, P.O. Box 466, Randallstown, MD
21133-0466. Or telephone us at 410/922-1212.

Or fax us at 410/922-4262.
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Scrapbook

Favorite flying spot:
Moolack Beach, Oregon
Latest promotional effort:
Formation of the Lincoln
City Kite Capital/Sister Kite
Capitals Abroad Association
Speciality of the store:
Home of the Spinsock!
Most important advice ever
received: “Forget trying to
make a living selling kites
on the Oregon coast!” It was
the most important because
we had to react to it con-
stantly. Sometimes you're
better off not following your
most important advice.
Nicest sale ever made: My
first year in business a gen-
tleman came in and kept
buying every-

thing I showed him.
Everything. Eventually, his
bill was over $1,250! And
his credit card worked!
Three days later his relatives
called and explained he had
escaped from a mental insti-
tution and could they please
return everything.

Best fringe benefit of the

store: Providing an excuse
to indulge my love of
computers.

Favorite issue of Kite Lines:

Spring 1977 with the cover
story on fishing kites made
from leaves in the South
Pacific. This issue was one of
my early inspirations for
getting started in the kite
business.

LETTERS

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAS

Kite Repairs—Where?!

Can you recommend a person or firm
where I can get damaged Kkites repaired,
reinforced, damaged spars replaced, etc.—
i.e., made ready to fly again?

I have a dozen or more high price
($200-$350) kites which can no longer be
flown in their present condition. I cannot
do this work myself and am willing to pay
for this service. Otherwise I shall have to
throw them out—a pity! I would also like
to have spare parts for these kites—some-
thing no maker currently supplies with
new Kkites. Very few are marked with the
maker’s name. They were bought at vari-
ous places over the years and | have no
record of same.

Is kiting a throwaway sport or else one
for do-it-yourselfers only?

—H. Ames Richards, Jr.
Stamford, Connecticut

Some letters call for action rather than a reply.
We called places we thought might provide
repair service and found that Gasworks Park
Kite Shoppe (3333 Wallingford Nerth, Seattle,
WA 98103, tel: 206/633-4780) does. We also
ran across Mike Morgan, who says he’s willing
to try anything. He does business as Apogee
Kites (274 N. Goodman Street, Rochester, NY
14607, tel: 716/244-0010).

Are you willing to do repairs? Kite Lines
will keep a list for reference.

Sparks from Kite Power
Congratulations on your excellent article
on traction kiting (“Kite Power Comes of
Age" by Nop Velthuizen, Winter 1992-93).
You are providing a valuable service to
this growing segment of our sport.

There were, however, a couple of errors
in the article. The first is water launch of
the kite. In the old days, it was necessary
to return to shore to relaunch a fallen kite.
However, Kiteski was developed to facili-
tate water launch, and it is now a piece of
cake. We have launched dozens of times
in a hour while training a novice kiteskier,
all without returning to shore. The kite
floats, does not soak up water, and flies
nicely when wet.

The second is the issue of bridle lines
versus kite sticks. We have been very
impressed with the development of soft

Continued on page 43 . . .



Quadrifoil USA
Kite Innovations
1850 B Holzwarth
Spring, TX 77388
Tel. (713) 288-5451
Fax (713) 288-0841

Quadrifoil Europe
Papagaios de Monchique
Rua Fonte Velha 55

8550 Monchique/Portugal
Tel.{00351) 8293536
Fax(00351)8292724

KTA Award

Best new
kite-related
product of the year

system

The easiest way to fly
a 4-line kite!

Rollerblades, buggy, ski,
skate- or snowboard—
Go for kite-sailing!

Ask your local dealer.




DESIGN WORKSHOP

The Prope_ller: A Quad-Line Stunter

made this kite after flying a |

homemade Revolution. I wanted
a kite with better ability to fly back-
ward, so I started out by adding sail
to the leading edge of the Revo- |
lution, somewhat like the Omni. |
Then 1 came up with the idea of & =«
adding a vertical spar with two =
extra kites on it. =

After some experimenting, [ =
found it best to have 60% of the
total sail area in the trailing half, to
give the kite better balance.

Later on I added mesh on the
left and right kites to see what
would happen. Well, I believed at first
that the kite made more sudden stops, but
lately I'm beginning to doubt it, because
one of my models without mesh made
quite sudden stops. Anyway, I've found
out that flying ability is influenced by a
lot of things, such as length of bridles and
flying lines, stretch of the sail, handle size,
not to mention the wind and the flier. So
I would recommend that you start out
without the mesh.

I've experimented with other propor-
tions (more or less sail on the top and bot-
tom kites in relation to the side Kites,
other shapes of the side sails), but this one
seems to be the best.

Tools

* hole punch

* eyelets and eyelet crimping tool
¢ file and sandpaper

* cyanoacrylate (Super Glue)

* small hacksaw

* sewing machine

® scissors

Materials

¢ cardboard for templates, about 20" x 30"

e ripstop nylon, about 40" x 50"

¢ polyester (Dacron) for reinforcements
and center patch, about 30" x 4"

* 1 line tension adjuster

 50' 135-Ib line for bridles and outer lines

* 6' 300-1b heavy nylon line for small loops

e 1" of 14" O.D. vinyl tubing for the center
fitting .

s /4" wide transparent or masking tape

¢ %" L.D. electrical tubing for handles, 30"
(e.g. Sealtight, conduit, or aluminum)
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By Hans Frydendall

Spars

All spars (figure 1) are 4" O.D. carbon fiber.
Lengths are approximately as follows:

* horizontal cross-spars: one 40", two 184"
* vertical cross-spars: one 20", one 28"

» left and right vertical spars: two 22%"

¢ top and bottom horizontal spars: one
18%", one 22"

* 3 epoxy tube ferrules, each 4" long

Spar attachment fittings

* 10" of %" L.D. vinyl tubing

* 12 vinyl end caps to fit tubing

* 12 split rings, diameter about %"

» 12' elastic cord (such as Bungee), diame-
ter about 4"

Construction

Cut out the templates A-F (figure 1). If you
want the sails multicolored as in the
photo above, cut each template in two. If
you make the sails in one piece, be sure to
draw the center line on the sails. This will
help you when the sails are to be attached
to the center patch.

Cut, sew and hem the four kites.
Attach reinforcements and make holes on
all the tips except the center ones (figure
2). Make a hem on each center tip, about
#" (figure 3), and sew on sleeves for the
cross-spars (figure 4).

Cut the 4" x 4" center patch out of dou-
ble layered polyester. Glue and sew on the
sails, aligning the center lines of sails with
the corners of the center patch (figure 3).
When a sail is sewn on, roll it up and put
tape around it, to make it easier to handle
when sewing on the rest of the sails.
Finally, cut a 1’4" square hole in the center

(figure 5) and hem it or melt it with
a hot knife.

. Make the 12 spar attachment fit-
- tings (figure 2). Cut the %" vinyl tub-
. ingin 12 pieces, each about %" long.
 Glue on the vinyl end caps and wait
for them to dry. Make small holes
. through the caps using a hole
- punch, and attach the split rings.

- Put elastic cord loops through the
~ holes in the reinforcements on the
~ eight tips where the four short spars

. are to be attached. Pull them fairly
tight to prevent the spars from col-
liding with the outer line. Put on
the elastic cord using a lark’s head knot
over the split rings (figure 2). Cut the spars
to length and insert them so the sail is
stretched properly.

Glue two ferrules at each end of the
middle horizontal cross-spar (figure 1) so
the spar goes halfway into the ferrule. Put
the last ferrule through 1" of the %" vinyl
tubing and glue on stops (figure 5). Cut
the rest of the spars and insert them in the
sleeves. Attach the last four spar fittings by
measuring the length of the elastic against
the spar length.

Finally, attach the outer lines, the elastic
cord at the top and bottom, and the line
with the line tension adjuster (figure 6).

Bridling
Place the kite on the floor and weigh it
down with some books to keep it flat. The
bridles are attached to the split rings and
the center (figure 7). Since the position of
your fittings may vary from mine, de-
pending on the tension of the elastic
loops, you should only take the following
lengths (for each of the four bridle groups)
as a guideline:
Leg 1-13%" Leg2-22%",
Leg3-27"  Leg4-20"

These lengths include 1" loops on each
end of the legs. Attach corresponding legs
to the split rings and center. Tie the other
ends together with heavy line (figure 8). To
insure the lengths of your lines are proper
for your kite, the distance from the joined
lines and the sail of the kite should be 13".

Make the remaining three bridle
groups the same way, making sure bridle
leg measurements are rotated so that leg 1



L b e |
| S | | 7% |
% C
I D 20% | |
W
71" /
+ - - |
B
1%
16%"
%"
E
6% \/
L N
| 21" |
| 18%"— 40" | 18%"

The position of the spar fittings on the horizontal cross-spar is not critical. It may depend on what length the
carbon fiber comes in.

Figure 1

pper left bridle group

leg4
top kite

left kite bottom kite

Figure 7

—vinyl end cap

Figure

outer line— line tensione

=

~<A\, vinyl tubing

Figure 5

Figure 6

DRAWINGS (NOT TO SCALE): LISA CRAIG
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DESIGN WORKSHOP . . . Continued

HANDLES

N bridle lines

flying line

is on the upper part of the upper right
kite, the lower part of the lower right kite
and the lower part of the lower left kite.

Handles
Cut two pieces of %" electrical tubing,
each about 15" long. Bend them in boil-

ing water to an angle of 135°. Cut each
half to 6", flatten and bend the ends.
Make holes in the ends and join the fly-
ing line attachments (figure 9).

Flying Lines

I use 70# Spectra line, length about 75
feet (300 feet altogether). Cut all four lines
to identical length and use the extension
knots for adjusting.

Disassembling

Cut a piece of fabric to about 42" x 11" to
make a carrying bag. Disconnect the four
vertical spars and the two small horizontal
spars and fold the kite together. Remember
to untie the outer lines (figure 6).

In Case You Want to Stack-Fly

Make 11 identical loops of heavy line for
each kite (similar to the one in figure 8).
Attach them to the bridle points (figure 6).
Make 11 identical connecting lines, each
about 65" of bridle line, with a loop at each

-

end. Attach the connecting lines to the
knots on the loops. Do not allow the train
lines to cross.

Hans Frydendall is a musician and a music
teacher in Denmark. He has been making
and flying kites for five years.

“A most impressive kite collection!"
Stan Swanson
"Dazzling! ...and waiching Corey in the
store is incredible!” Lee Toy
“Most amazing kite store I've ever
seen!" Joel Scholz

Write for our retail KITEALOG®
AKA / KTA Member Merchant

No visit to the West Coast is complete without a stop at...

i:__:?‘no 7 < >

Kt TS

“Windborne Kites
585 Cannery Row
Monterey, Ca 93940

—
-

-

"AWESOME!!" Doug Hagaman
"Nothing else like it! Finest kite shop
ever!” Jerry Sinotte
"I wish it was my kite store!

p.s. Don't forget the Monterey
Aquarium.” Robbi Sugarman

Toll-Free Order # 1-800-234-1033
Kite Store # (408) 373-7422
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New Kite Commander Reel
Newly structured, solid hardwood, center cross fas-
tened with metal on lop (not shown) and corner
brackets. 7 1/2" x IT 1/2", patent, made in the USA

Ideal for 20#, 30# and 50# single line
lested 5.000" of 30# and 2,000 of 50# line
Will hold 10.000
$86.00 plus $7.00 s&h

Ilinois residents add 7% tax
Dealer Inquiries Welcome

80# and over
made {o order
price varies

—

ISAMINA. INC. (manufacturer)
1625 Greenleaf Avenue. Des Plaines. IL 60018
T08/207-2450, fax T08/297-0172




ON THE WAY TO JUNCTION

come to

Ardmore, Oklahoma’s

Regional Park
TH ANNUAL

Windsong

KITE » FESTIVAL
May 22 & 23
an AKA
Sanctioned Event
a celebration of the art & music of kites
Guest Artists - Charlie Sotich
& a Surprise Guest

COMPETITIONS - AKA RULES
Ballet - novice to masters in all areas
Fighter - precision, general skills, free-style
Plus... try your flying with music for fun.
Visual artist sky gallery
Rokkaku - battles plus showmanship
Comprehensive kitemaking - novice
to masters, best of show
Plusawards * miniatures * frains * club & individual
collections * games * nature crafts (all ages),
kitemaking (all ages) = wind garden & poetry walk
STORYTELLING FOR ALL AGES
for more information conltact:
Southern Oklahoma
Arts & Humanities Council
PO Box 1624, Ardmore, OK 73402

405/226-7526 or 405/226-0285
partially funded by
Oklahoma State Arts Council
Exchange National Bank
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NEW L= o T YOUR KITE

Competitive pricing.
Complete design services.
Cloisonné, enamel, earrings,
3-D medallions and more.

We also manufacture a full line

of rubber stamps featuring kite

designs from around the globe.
Dealer inquiries invited.

Trle
ARTERY
1411 North 25th Street -

Boise, Idaho 83702
208-336-2038

Esl. — |

Easy-to-assemble,
the Triby Sled Kite
is under $6.00 retail,
with handle and line
included! Available in
six bright stripe designs,
the new Trlby Sled has a
full one year guarantee!
Proudly made in America.

For more information
or to order call: 1-800-328-7529

TRLBY PRODUCTS INCORPORATED

KITES
65 New Litchfield St., Torrington, CT 06790 ﬁfﬁ[é}
(203) 482-6848 Fax (203) 496-0267
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WHAT'S NEW: KITE KITS

Some Assembly Required

here seem to be few kits available in

America for making kites. Is it because
we live in an instant gratification culture?
Seems to us consumers ought to figure out
and appreciate that they can save all those
labor-intensive costs of kite manufacture
by making the kites themselves.

The few kite kits on the U.S. market
range in difficulty from putting in the
sticks and making the bridle, to lengthy
craft and sewing projects.

Previously, we have reviewed a few kits,
such as those by Squadron Kites of Cali-
fornia and Bits & Pieces of Wisconsin.
These kits are appealing to model makers
and builders, especially teenagers.

The kites in this review are all assem-
bled with nothing more than tape or glue.
For the most part, they are easy kites, for
young children, and just barely fit a defi-
nition of kit as something needing more
than mere assembly. The Eagle and Os-
prey are projects for older teens or adults,
but require only gluing and stapling.

The kites for young children are all
good, reliable fliers. As long as you follow
the directions, there is little to choose
from based on performance.

Although all of the sled kites can be
flown in light winds without tails, it is my
experience that young fliers prefer the
color and activity of long tails.

Hang-em High Fabrics offers kits for
sewing several fabric kites. We hope to
share those in a future review.

\AAAAAAAAAAAAA/

By Mel Govig

The Paper Bag Kite
by Great Winds
Originally designed by David Checkley,
this kite has been on the market for years
and is a reliable project for young school
children. I can still recite Dave's original
jingle, “If Kites are your bag, this bag is
your kite!” Great Winds Kite Co., Seattle,
Washington is keeping this tradition alive.
The instructions are printed on the bag
and are clear and easy to follow. For this
kit, you have to furnish scissors, 4" of
masking or
adhesive tape
and 6' of
string (from
your flying
line). The
greatest dis-
advantage of
the Paper Bag
Kite is that it
is not very
durable (if, for instance, it is bounced
along the ground). The greatest advantage
of the kite is that it is not very durable (if,
for instance, it is abandoned in a tree).
Store or club graphics can be printed
on bulk orders, or the kites can be pur-
chased plain.

The Frustrationless Flyer

by Great Winds

After “Hundreds of Sleds Hundred of
Smiles” appeared in Kife Lines (Winter

1977-78) sev-
eral clubs
took to mak-
ing these
trash  bag
sleds. They
are the least
expensive
way to make
many, fool-
proof fliers,
but they do require the effort to cut all the
sticks and covers.

Although Frustrationless Flyers cost
more than trash bag sleds, they are an
economical alternative for less effort.

The kits include precut covers, %"
wood dowel spars, premeasured bridles,
adhesive patches for attaching sticks and
bridles, and short dowels to reinforce the
bridle attachment points.

The major advantage that these Kites
have over the small plastic trash bag sleds,
besides the obvious convenience, is that
Frustrationless Flyers are made of durable
Tyvek that will last for many days of fly-
ing, in hot weather and cold, strong
winds and light, without tearing or hav-
ing the bridles and sticks come untaped.

The Pocket Kite

by Catch the Wind

We've seen many sparless sled kites over
the past 20 years, including Ed Grauel’s
Bullet, Dave Checkley’s Pocket Kite, the

DATA CHART OF KITS

Suggested Dimensions Building

Retail (each) ininches  Materials ltems Assembly Clarity of Skills
Kite and its Maker # of kites to order width x height Supplied Required Portability  Time Durability Instructions Required
Paper Bag Kite: $0.45-0.39 28 x 20 paper bag scissors, fair 5 minutes poor excellent basic
Great Winds Kite Co. 100 or 500 tape, string
Frustrationless Flyer: $5.00-2.00 30x24 Tyvek, string good 10 minutes good excellent basic
Great Winds Kite Shop 1, 10 or 20 dowels, tape
Pocket Kite Kit: $1.00-0.65 27x 18 _"Tyvek string, tape  good 10 minutes fair excellent intermediate
Catch the Wind 20, 80 or 500
Two-Stick: $2.00-1.66 24 x 30 paper, stfing g_;doi:l 5 minutes fair good basic
Into the Wind 1oré spruce
Eagle: $50.00 60 x 30 Tyvek, glue, staples  poor 3 hours good good advanced
Jackite 1 - snaps
Osprey: $20.00 49 x 20 Tyvek, glue, staples  poor 1 hour good good advanced
Jackite 1 snaps
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Pocket Sled
by Wycombe
Kite Com-
pany of Eng-
land and,
more recent-
ly, the Pocket
Sled by Fan-
cy Kites of
Ohio, to name
only a few variations. Catch the Wind of
Oregon must have known it's not easy to
get these designs just right, so the assem-
bly of this Tyvek Pocket Kite is a little more
demanding than the Frustrationless Flyer
and the results of misassembly are more
likely to cause poor flight. However, the
company made the kite easy to build. We
think an eight-year-old, without supervi-
sion, would be able to assemble and fly it
from the excellent instructions.

The Pocket Kite Kit includes all the mate-
rials except tape and string to build 20 kites.

The Two-Stick Kite
by Hi-Flier
This kite is the classic two-stick diamond
kite from your childhood, except without
the rocket ship or UFO decorations on the
sail. The Two-
Stick can on-
ly be consid-
ered a kit if
decorating
the white pa-
per surface is
enough to
make you
call it your
work. Other-
- AR wise, you on-
ly attach spars and bridle. Unlike yester-
year’s instructions, the separate directions
with the kite are first-rate and tell you how
to correctly bow and bridle it. They also tell
you to add a tail and how much. Hi-Flier
makes this kite for group sales through
retailers such as Into the Wind of Colorado.

The Eagle and Osprey

by Jackite ,
For older children or adults, these kits by
Jackite of Virginia are worthwhile projects.
The birds, when assembled, are realistic

representations, outstanding in detail, of
their natural parents. We were provided
with a preassembled Osprey and we
assembled the Eagle.

Start the construction only after read-
ing all the directions, which are printed
on the large sheets of Type 10 Tyvek that
carry the punchout parts of the Eagle.
(After punching out the parts, you'll want
to reassemble the instructions in order.)

Building time, if you include drying time
between steps, is more like three hours
than the one hour given in the plans.

After the Eagle is assembled, it is nec-
cessary to coax the wings and tail into the
curves illustrated. We could not fly it until
we followed the suggestion to fly the
Eagle at the tip of a long pole to “let it
find its wings.” After an hour or so in the
wind, the wings did take on the natural
curl that seems to be essential to flight.

Don't expect the Eagle to fly as a “stat-
ic” kite. It is very active and will probably
dip to the ground frequently. But, flown
on a short line from a long fishing pole, it
does give the sense of an eagle swooping
down to catch a trout and flapping back
into the sky. Although the designer would
cringe at the suggestion, 20' of fabric tail
taped to the tail feathers makes either kite
perform more like a kite and less like a div-
ing bird.

Once assembled, the Eagle is only
moderately portable. The spreader can be
removed and the wings rolled up to the
body. You will probably want to store it
hanging indoors as a beautiful mobile. <

accomplished using technology derived from years of observation and extensive testing. Although we have been around for quite some time,

Jones Airfoils Mirage Stunt Kites have been competing and winning in major and minor events since 1984. This record of longevity was
/ this is our first ad due primarily to the fact that we put our dollars toward technology first, so you probably won't see any big glossy color

ads from us soon. This is because we want to provide you with high quality and performance at a reasonable price.

\

both precise and versatile through a wide
wing loading, variable geomnetry and weight

distribution, to name a few, are all coordinated to achieve this goal. This provides what we believe is the most ergonomic of multiline tethered

maneuverable aerodynes in the Mirage Stunt Kite.
Thanks to all of you who have helped us become the competitive success we are. We look forward to striving to previously unattained goals

in the future with you.

The concept of the Jones Airfoils Mirage Stunt Kite is fairly simple. To provide a kite that is
spectrum of conditions while being adaptable to virtually every human variable. Angle of attack,

N | [
AN — (. —

919.452.2695

Jones Airfoils
310 Pine Hills Drive A Wilmington, North Carolina 28403
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WHAT'S NEW: BOOKS

Trivia in Sunday Clothes & Worn Jeans

Useful Storehouse

. .. und sie Fliegen Heute Noch—Geschichte und
Geschichten um den Drachen (. . . and They Still
Fly Today—History and Tales About Kites, col-
lected by Hans Snoek (Bremen, Germany:
Verlag H.M. Hauschild, 1992), in German,
hardcover, 156 pages, $29.95.

The first of two books (the second
is not published yet), this is a work
that calls for its own place on any
shelf of kite books.

In the introduction, Hans Snoek
clearly states his intentions: This is
an attempt to collect all kinds of scraps
concerning the kite and its history,
to make up for what is seen as a lack
of complete documentation on the
history of kiteflying.

Here’s a collection of material,
attractively laid out and printed (all in
black-and-white), including short
poems, songs, tales, drawings, pho-
tographs, early kite plans—anything
that is or has been related to kitefly-
ing. The focus is mainly on our
Western kite culture and its many
tacets (military, scientific, meteoro-
logical, recreational, photographic,
etc.), although oriental kites are men-
tioned here and there.

There is an absence of contempo-
rary kites with the exception of two
pictures, of Peter Lynn'’s giant Octopus
and Blowfish, which appear without
comment and a bit out of context.
The rest of the book ranges from the
first known kite building plan in Germany
(“Coerperlicher Drachen” by Daniel
Schwenter, 1636) to the kites used at meteo-
rological stations in Germany. Among oth-
ers are beautiful box kites with their build-
ing techniques and systems; unusual
old-time novelty kites; stories, including
one about the once-revolutionary Steiff
Roloplan; and great pictures of post-World
War II kites and kiteflying in Hamburg, with
big Eddys, giant Roloplans, original bird
kites and old “UFO” Kites.

The book ends with a 22-page bibliogra-
phy of 250 titles (mostly in German, but also
in English, French and other languages). At
first one might think this is Snoek’s own list,
but it is by a teacher, Franz Denk, from 1943
and merely another item collected and
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By Leonard M. Conover & Valerie Govig

reprinted by Snoek! Furthermore, it con-
tains numerous flaws—misspellings, incom-
plete names, nonbook items tossed in with
books—which are left uncorrected (unless,
of course, Snoek introduced the flaws).

A reader has to ask, can this be a book, this
material collected and reprinted from count-

“First Art Effort,” oi_l pail;l}ing by G. !uélér,”reprinted in
..And They Still Fly by Hans Snoek. Date not given.

less sources? Even though the results of
Snoek’s approach are inevitably fragmen-
tary, it's hard to simply accept them as such.

It is unlikely anyone has come across
this much information in his or her own
research and reading. In this regard, Snoek
offers valuable material otherwise not
accessible. Also, the book is rather refresh-
ing as a counterbalance to the glut of
how-to-build manuals popping up like
mushrooms.

Snoek’s effort is admirable, but it leaves
perplexity in the absence of any cultural or
personal filtering and reprocessing or com-
menting on all this information.

We close the pages of . . . and They Still Fly
Today with curiosity and expectation for
the sequel to this book. —LM.C.

Generic Talk, Generic Things
Lenkdrachen—ABC. Eine Einfiithrung in das
Lenkdrachen-Fliegen (The ABC of Stunt Kites.
An introduction to stunt Kite flying), by Dr.
Hans Erich Rocker (Barsinghausen, Germany:
self-published, 1992), in German, softcover,
75 pages, 19.80 DM.

“Everything you ever wanted to
know about stunt kites but were afraid
to ask” says the back cover of this
new book.

It’s hard to take this seriously when
you see the drawings and graphics,
some of the most crude and unap-
pealing ever printed in a kite book.

There is relief in leafing through it
for the first time and realizing that—
unbelievable but true—there are no
construction plans! The relief is
because of the recurrent trend, par-
ticularly in Germany, to quickly
assemble a book using somebody
else’s designs with no credit whatso-
ever.

In this case the relief doesn't last
very long as the reader finds the no-
credit syndrome fully represented on
the front and back covers, showing
kites by Julian Wolfe Patrick, Invento
and Peter Powell. The only mention
of these Kkites is a few indirect lines
early in the book, where the author
describes which kites he likes and
flies the most.

Although the writer’s purpose was
to cover all areas of stunt kite flying,
to satisfy the needs of novices as well as
seasoned stunt fliers, the text unrolls bor-
ingly with descriptions that rarely go any fur-
ther than what already exists in available
books or in the assembly and flying instruc-
tions of commercial products.

Aerodynamics is treated superficially and
big errors appear here and there, starting
with the statement that the delta kite is
based on the flexible kite developed by
Francis Rogallo in 1949, to the naming of
such kites as the Saruga kite (suruga), the
sparless sled-kite (which has two spars) by
William Addison (Allison)—a gallery of hor-
rors easily avoided simply by checking the
information in other books.

The last chapter contradictorily suggests
reading more volumes on kites, but men-




tions only The Penguin Book of Kites by
Pelham and Stunt Kites! by Gomberg, with-
out listing any other book!

To Dr. Rocker’s credit, there is one portion
of the book, about two pages, titled “Easy
Kiting,” describing an original pulley system
developed by the author to fly big kites
with less pull on the flier's arms, and/or to
allow two people to fly it with the same
basic advantage. This system is described
in issue number 4, 1992 of the German
DrachenMagazin, and it is the single item of
interest in the whole work.

The rest is only generic talk about gener-
ic things, resulting in a book that doesn’t
contribute much to the literature. —L.M.C.

Book News & Forecasts
Coming Soon...

In May, another book is due from our pro-
lific German friend Wolfgang Schimmel-
pfennig. Titled Neue Lenkdrachen und Einleiner
bauen und fliegen (New Stunt Kites and Single-

Liners to make and fly), it's sure to be good
stuff. . . . In late spring we're expecting
another home-computer-produced book on
stunt kites. This one, for the intermediate-
level flier, is by Canadian Richard Synergy.
We saw it in draft and made suggestions, but
we can’t comment till we see the final result.
... Both the above books will be in the Kite
Lines Bookstore as soon as we can get them.
... Sometime this year we hope to see the
latest Jim Rowlands book, Kites and Wind-
socks, from England. And of course, the sec-
ond Hans Snoek book may surface any time
(see review of his first, opposite page).

Back in Print!

For the quadrennial New Zealand World
Kite Festival coming up in early 1994, Bob
Maysmor’s publisher is considering a reprint
of Bob's excellent out-of-print book on Maori
kites, Te Manu Tukutuku. A reissued kite book
is a rarity. If only this would start a trend. (Are
you listening, Japan?)

The Best Things in Life . . .

Have you seen the teeny tiny SR
kite book by Charlie Sotich || forSmasiotes
of Chicago, Illinois? Titled @
General Rules for Small Kites, I
it's compact to an extreme, st
takes less than a minute to  Charlie’s
read, has 11 pages and 8 tiniest book
at full size.

chapters and comes in
assorted bright colors and
three sizes: 39mm wide (color slide size),
25mm wide and a microscopic 16mm wide.
All are readable but you may need a mag-
nifying glass.

This book has already gone into a Dutch
translation by Jan Fischer, who produces it
in the same tiny format.

You cannot buy General Rules for Small
Kites. You can only ask for a copy if you're
lucky enough to bump into Charlie on a
field when he empties his pockets and finds
a few copies among old gum wrappers and
grocery lists. —VG.

2 Great Kite Kits from Great Winds

Both excellent for beginners; easy to decorate, build and fly!

from making to flying!

ages.

% Made of Tyvek®, a non-tearing
waterproof plastic paper.

% Inexpensive!
% High quality!

% Packages include everything
needed to build 1, 10, or 20

Ask for the:

* The Frustrationless Flyer is a breeze —

% Great for schools, camp, parties,
festivals, recreation for kids of all

guaranteed Frustrationless Flyers.

Frustrationless Flyer |~

Great Winds Kite Co.

x First the Fly me” is a paper bag — then it's a kite!
» lllustrated instructions printed on each kite kit.

% Minimal assembly — cut paper and tie knots!

% Color with crayons, markers, paints...

% |deal for large recreation programs, schools, public
events, kite festivals.

% Now available - small duantity
custom-printing!

-% The most economical kite kit available -
a great give-away kite!

Ask for the:

Fly me!

402 Occidental Ave S., Seattle,Wa 98104 (206) 624-6886

SPRING 1993 / KITE LINES / 19



elebs

7 hiles
i {he figh
against Al

Article &
Photographs
by

Pierre

Fabre

20/ KITE LINES / SPRING 1993

At Drouot Montaigne auction house in Paris, France, December 18, 1992, the kites are
displayed before the auction (the most famous painters’ kites are on the back wall).

During the auction: The
four kites in the back-
ground are among the

“best sellers.” From left

to right: Grand Soleil by

Robert Combas (10,100

francs, about $1,830 US);
11,000 Nuits by Jean-Paul
Marcheschi (20,000,
about $3,630 US); P.K. 92
by Peter Klasen (9,000f,
about $1,630 US); and
Ideogrammes by Rocardo
Licata (10,000f, about
$1,815 US).

Elton John's kite being
displayed during the auc-
tion; called Colored
Flames, this kite was sold
for 3,050f (about $555
US). In the background,
from left to right: Plume
n® 3 by Michel Gressier
(800f, about $145 US) and
an unnamed kite by Pierre
Fabre (it was about to be
sold at 2,500f, about $455
US, but Pierre preferred to
buy it back at 2,800f,
about $510 US).

Buyer collecting his
kites in the back room
after the sale. Stacks of
sold kites are still wait-
ing to be taken away.
The kite he is holding on
top of his pile, Kumi
Sugai's Soleil au
Serpent, sold for 700f
(about $125 US), a bar-
gain as fine art. This kite
was painted on both
sides with different
colors—the back side

is seen here.




Jacqueline
Matisse's
two kites,
soldas a

pair for
4,500f
(about $820
Us). Top
kite is
named
Elements
Gris sur
Fond Brun.

IDES is an association in France helping

AIDS victims. Founded in 1989, the

French AIDEs association (aides = help

in French) is very active in providing

better living conditions to AIDS victims
and in spreading information about the
disease. For the fourth time, this December
1st was a worldwide Day Against AIDS.

The kite, with all its strong symbolic
value, was chosen as the 1992 campaign’s
theme, in order to raise funds for these
works. Charlie Vican, who initiated this
project, at first simply wanted to produce
pins, t-shirts and posters with a logo pic-
turing a kite. These would be sold during
AIDES’ meetings and at a kite event in Paris,
organized with the help of the French Kite
Federation.

This was accomplished and then in
October emerged the idea of a big kite auc-
tion. Famous people were asked to decorate
and sign 150 rokkaku kites built by volun-
teers of the AIDES association. Measuring
105x80cm (about 40" x 30"), the kites were
made with wooden struts and Tyvek sails.
The Tyvek was donated by Le Ciel Est a Tout
le Monde, the oldest kite shop in Paris. An
additional 75 similar rokkakus were painted
by students from various Parisian art schools.

An Impressive List of Personalities
In less than two months, Charlie Vican
managed to gather the most famous French
stars from various fields. Among many
others:

s Actors Anouk Aimeée, Jean-Paul Belmondo,
Catherine Deneuve. . .

e Singers Elton John (not so French!),
Vanessa Paradis . . .

* Filmmakers Jean-Jacques Annaud, Luc
Besson, Jean-Jacque Beinex . ..

* Fashion designers Pierre Cardin, Christian
Lacroix, Sonia Rykiel, Yves Saint Laurent,
Paloma Picasso, Paco Rabanne . ..

e Painters Robert Combas, Gérard Garouste,
Peter Klasen . . .

A couple of famous TV journalists and
the French President’s wife, Danielle
Mitterand, also signed their own kites. Only
two kitemakers, Michel Gressier and myself,
were included in this long list.

Surprisingly, Charlie Vican was not aware
that a slightly similar project, the Goethe
Institute’s Art Kites exhibit, had visited Paris
two years ago in its four-year world tour.

Kumi Sugai, of Japanese origin but living
in Paris for 40 years, was the only painter to
participate in both projects. His design for
the ADEes kite reminded me of the rokkaku
he had previously painted for Art Kites,
with a similar geometric snake.

Jacqueline Matisse (Jackie Monnier) was
one of the artists known for
having previously

Kite by Philippe ©
Cognée, sold for
4,100f (about
$745 US), too
heavy to fly, but
beautiful.

worked with kites. :
For ames, she had made a
pair of rokkakus, one painted with abstract
grey shapes on a brown background, the
other with similar shapes, multicolored,
stitched on a white ripstop nylon sail. They
were sold together for 4,500f (about $815 US).

Jean-Michel Folon, the famous water-
colorist and poster designer, had shown
some interest in kites about 15 years ago. He
worked on a book of kite photographs and
designed a silkscreen printed kite for a lim-
ited edition. I was somehow disappointed
that instead of making a kite for this auction,
he offered for sale a miniature bronze stat-
uette he had created.

Kites Signed by Pierre Cardin Soon in
French Fashion Shops?

Because the participants were asked to paint
a ready-made rokkaku, and because it
requires some practice and experimenta-
tion to create an original kite shape, I didn’t
expect that any of the artists would have
tried this.

It was then a very nice surprise to see two
beautiful minimalistic and original kites by
Pierre Cardin, the world famous fashion
designer. The largest, 1.5m (about 5ft) in
height, had the shape of a face with neck,
decorated with a red outline, the inner sur-
face painted flat black with a few glossy

black lines barely visible. The smaller kite
had similar graphics fitted on a triangular
shape. Both had tails attached.

I couldn’t help wondering how or when
Pierre Cardin could have turned himself
into a kitemaker! A quick look at the back of
the Kkites left no doubt
about their origin

Kite by Peter
Stampfli, sold
for 2,200f (about
$400 US).

and gave me the
clue: with their
foldable split and
heat-bent bamboo
bones, they had, for sure,
been made by an expert Chinese kitemak-
er. The sail was typically silkscreen printed.

‘s Inquiring about these kites, I was told that

Cardin had already had them made from his
design, in Beijing, before the AIDEs association
contacted him for the auction project.

Owning ready-made clothing factories in
China, and being one of the best-known
fashion designers there, Cardin often trav-
els to this country of kites. Still, I was quite
surprised to hear that he is now negotiating
a contract with a kite manufacturer in
Beijing which would produce a series of
these kites bearing the signature of Pierre
Cardin. They would retail in France, maybe
through fashion wear shops.

How High Can the Bids Go?

As was expected, the kites which ended up
being the most expensive were those by
the most famous painters. -

Above 10,0001 ;

Christian
Lacroix’s Les
Fantassins de
I'Apocalypse
sold for 4,800f
(about $870 US).

(about $1,815
US) was bid for
Combas, Garouste and
Ricardo Licata. Jean-Paul Marcheschi is less
known but his splendid kite, covered with
pages of written dreams partially blacked
with candle smoke, reached the top price of
20,000f (about $3,630 US). It was bought by
the French Ministry of Culture for its col-
lections. (The Minister himself also acquired
a kite, by the painter Richard Conte). —
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Kite Racii;g with Purt

* 1/100th of a sec. heart throb excitement!

* You start and stop the stopwatch with your kite line action.

* Your kite races 6 to 8 feet beyond the 7 foot tall pivotal -7 T
pole (bungee cord reset), timing gates and race course - i
pylons.

* Race flags rotate signaling pylon and timing gate
clearance. Stopwatch action fires the signal gun!

* 170 ft. of cable inter-connects Timing Gates with the
CATS Stopwatch and Audible Signal Gun.

Start

< ° o "
r-C1sion v Contestant

UNLIMITED RACE LAYOUTS

9e

El'cit eﬂ}e or

i

e Actuated

e System

+ CATS TIMING GATE

* You can enjoy multiple race laps
pivoting the timing gate as your turn-

CATS TIME TRIALS SYSTEM

a-round pylon from the reversed
direction of flight!
* Hone your skills to future prize

Feet Between Gares
Race Time in Seconds

= Fr

R el >
TIME TRIALS END GATE | Finish

winning times on progressively

é)crscc.
x3600sec. = ft.perhour = 5,280 f. permile = NMPH

challenging Horizontal 8 with I".
race courses : Tra HIes ~ ;migl; strt and Vertical 8 with '\.‘_,‘. .
with your B IS T ML IR single sartand V.
own CATS S gz e finish race gate . 4

T B T, R
TIMING -'- """ Srare | Finish
Pt CATS TIMING GATE CATS TIMING GATE

The CATS Kite Racing System frees you to enjoy kite racing unassisted. The CATS stopwatch
Judge stands beside you displaying your 1/100 of a sec. accurarte race rimes. Just fly your kite to its zenith
point, then push the CATS reset button for your next race. You'll enjoy instant race resets while in flight.

The CATS System offers you:

* FREE CATS SYSTEM usage for Your AKA and Charity Fund Raising Events!
* A direct Kite line to the 1/100 of a sec. accurate CATS Judge! |
* Kiting Excitement followed by Spectator, Media and Sponsorship Support. (

Use CATS to:

¢ Excite your audience Dog Fighting Kites with CATS.

* Promote Fastest Kite Time Trials.

* Promote Kite Racing events for Charity.

* Attract contestants at all skill levels with race course aerobatic patterns.

* Attract beginners and spectator participation with simple straight course layout.

* Profit like BASS Fishing Tournaments with entry fees, PLUS re-entry fees as
competitors vie for a wind advantage!

REQUIRES ONLY ONE CATS TIMING BATE

Solo-Flying Two Kites
or as Teammates in
Timed Competition

Introductory Offer:

Win a FREE $24.95 Pylon. Just RACE o YOUR KITE DEALER and be the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd
customer to purchase a GATS TIME TRIALS SYSTEM! If you can'’t purchase locally, then call Funtactic
Game's 24 hour automatic order phone 918-494-2772, Add applicable sales tax. Payment Method:
VISA, MasterCard, Check, Money Order or C.O.D. We'll ship your order within 10 days.

Dealer inquiries invited. Please Write, Fax 918-494-2772 or Tel. 918-744-0393.
Arlen Lowrance at: Funtactic Games, Inc., 6921 S. Gary, Tulsa, OK 74136-4517

International Dealers: Canada: Kites & Puppets Only, Granville Island, Vancouver, B,C.. Mfaly: Alivola Sport Kites, Tel & Fax 0765-29559.
United Kingdom: Kite Company, Tel (0) 225 466661, Bath; Air FX, Tel 0253 305606, Blackpool, Lanc's. Holland: Viieger Op, Tel 070-
385.85.86. Germany: Flic Flac, Tel 0441/27788, Wolkensturmer, Hamburg, Tel 040/454971. Japan: Nippon Sanso Corp., Yokohama 045
ﬁ?s? 0120, Avstralia: Victoria Tels('DSJ 525 6500; U.S. Dealers: CA: All About Kites, San Diego; Hi-line Kites, Berkeley; UP Sports Int., Santa

onica. FL: Krazy Kites, Orlando; Skytime Kites, St. Cloud; HI: Kite Fantasy, Honolulu & Lahaina; Hi Performance Kites, Honolulu. /L: The Kite
Harbor, Chicago. MI: Grand Bay Kite Co., Traverse City; Kites & Fun Thiﬂis. Plymouth. NC: Kitty Hawk Kites, Kill Devel Hill. NE: Picture Pretty
Kites, Omaha. N Air Circus, Ocean City. OH: Flags & Kites, Dayton, PA: Kites & Kandies, Mornisvills. SC: Kites Fly'n Hi, Charleston. UT: Tori
Tako, Salt Lake City. MY: Big City Kite Co., Mew York, NY; Ski Attic & Sport Shop, Patchogue. MD: The Kite Loft, Ocean City; Premier Kites,
Laurel. WA: Four Winds Kite Shop, Blaine; Kites & Puppets, Everett,

CATS TIMING GATES
$49.95 Sugg. List (includes: Timing Gate,

170 fr. cable and winder, Stopwatch and audible sound alarm gun,
Yeimterconnect and stand plus Batteries)

TIME TRIALS END GATE

$39.95 Sugg. List (includes: Timing Gate, 170 fi. Cable
and Winder, ¥ interconnect to Starting Gare, Stopwaich, and Andible
Signal Gun)

PYLONS  $24.95 Sugg. List (includes: Pylon
Clearance Signaling Race Flags)

$3.50 postage and handling. Add applicable sales tax.

Tel & Fax 918-494-2772 ORDERS ONLY.
For info call 918-744-0393.

Patent Numbers: 5,012,458, 5,008 117, 5.068,837. 5,084 461. Additional Patents Pending U5, & Foreign




Several kites by fashion designers were
also very successful: Paloma Picasso’s at
5,000f (about $910 US), Paco Rabanne’s
at 5,500f (about $1,000 US), Christian
Lacroix’s at 4,800f (about $870 US).

Actor’s and singers’ kites, often less
appealing because they were not painted
by talented visual artists, failed to raise
high bids. Only Elton John and Catherine
Deneuve could go slightly above 3,000/
(about $545 US).

Most kite prices ranged between 600f
(about $110 US) and 2,000f (about $365
US); only two could not be sold for a high
enough price, and were withdrawn from
the sale.

For Michel Gressier and myself, it was
interesting to see if the originality of our
kites would compensate for our being

Ram REAL

Strobe Light

Disappointed in “strobe” lights that are just mini

flashlight bulbs and colored LEDs that can't be
seen at a distance? Our #RED 23 is a true xenon
strobe light similar to those in your flash camera
but adapted for kite use. Total weight 2.5 0z. with
2 pencells which flash the strobe for over 3 hours. . :

Attach with tie wraps or velcro. Thousands sold e See Your Dealer ® Send Stamped Env. For RAM info

over the last 7 years for use in radio controlled ! unavailable locally send check, money order or full credit card
els info for the cost of the item plus $4.00 ($5.00 foreign) for

) #RED 23 szg 95 immediate shipment. Include address for U.P.S. Sorry no C.OD.
y .

‘RAm 229 E. Rollins Ad.- Round Lake Beach, IL 60073

Flying Cows. Flying Pigs.

totally unknown by most of the atten-
dees. To some extent we were rewarded
when comparing the prices our kites
attained (700f [about $130 US] for
Gressier’s; 2,500f |about $455 US] for
mine) with those reached by some very
famous people; yet I believe they could
have been sold for more in an ordinary
kite shop!

Another Auction to Come Soon

The total gross of this first auction reached
approximately 310,000f (about $56,300
US)—a fairly good amount even if not as
much as could have been expected.
Maybe the art students’ kites should have
been auctioned too, instead of being sold
at a fixed price of 300f (about $55 US).
Many were just as interesting as those
painted by famous artists.

A second auction, with 150 new Kkites,
is already planned by ADEs to run during
the Cannes International Film Festival in
May. The association has already collected
100 kites for this sale and expects others
from more famous artists. Possibly some
movie stars will be involved again.

Let us hope it will raise even more funds.
Probably each of us now has some friend or
relative struck by this terrible disease.

When asked to make a kite for Apes, 1
immediately accepted, specially thinking
about our friend Lee Toy. | had met him
in January 1992 at the International Kite
Festival held in Thailand. Though follow-
ing a rather constraining treatment, Lee
had managed to come. Kitefliers from all
around the world flew his "Shadowlines,”
an Edo-style kite, each of us holding one
of the bridle lines. This so clearly now
appears as a call for more solidarity.

Worldwide, each of us can help those
affected by AIDS through organizations
and associations such as AIDES in France. <

P.O. Box 11149 Denver, CO 80211-0149

Our bovine windsock
is "udderly” delightful
You'll never be
"boared” with this devine
swine windsock
Dealer inquiries welcome

Henrietta Holstein
Baby -1.5ft. Midi -2.5fi i

3.5ft. E .6 fi. Hot Pink Pig
833 XS 3L 6ft 15 ft

G0N SKY SCRAPERS ™=
(303) 433-9518  Fax (303) 433-0019

Benson’s Bantam is Back

Tim Benson's first kite! : ;
The Bantam is a three quarter size Phantom with || #{® Your
a 5-30 mph wind range. With it's Carrington K42 '\ only

sail it will outperform its Big Brother. e

The new Phantom/Bantam combo is the Bees knees. Technology.
Air Circus stocks color-matched combos.

Air Circus, Box 334, West Shore Road, Mill Neck, NY 11765
Phone: 516 922-2053 Fax: 516 922-6385
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SILENT SERIES™

OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCE
AND QUALITY
FROM THE PEOPLE SILENT SERIES™
WHO BROUGHT * FALCON™.SL
YOU THE ... 84 INCH WING SPAN

GRAPHITE FRAME

SILENT SERIES™
FALCON™
FALCON™-LT

pure B -
PERFORMANCE, P/ “ ireonmp
WHEN #* FALCON™.PL

COMPROMISE IS 96 INCH WING SPAN
UNACCEPTABLE | WrAPPED GRAPHITE FRAME

STILL MADE IN THE U.S.A.
COMING SOON
* TEAM SILENCE™ %

DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY
FALCON AERO DESIGNS
12-A MAYNE AVENUE
STANHOPE, NJ 07874
(201) 347-4173

WORLD WIDE DISTRIBUTION BY
ADVANCED FLIGHT GEAR
756 LAVENDER PLACE
LA VERNE, CA 91750
(714) 599-4590

==l DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED H==

DYNA-KITE CORP.
P.O. BOX 24
THREE RIVERS, MA

01080

413-283-2555

FAX
413-283-4037

SIRATO=SPOOL _

KITE LINE RIEIE.ILS

For catalog send $1 to

JOE VAUGHAN
P.O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA 18631
Phone or Fax:

DEERFIELD VALLEY WOODWORKING (717) 759-3167
P.O. Box 274

Rowe, Mass. 01367
413-339-4446
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he idea for Otto Pilot came while I
was flying my Wind Shot* kite in
Steamboat Springs, Colorado and watching
the hang gliders soaring over the ski slopes
above Mt. Werner. What a thrill! [ wanted
that effect with my' stunt kites, so I made
Otto Pilot. He looks like the real thing.

To accommodate a variety of Kkites,
Otto Pilot has adjustable extensions for
attaching the feet so that he can be used
on almost any kite. Otto Pilot, without
extensions, fits any Kkite, such as the
Hawaiian % Team, with a 164" distance
between the horizontal spars. Simple rub-
ber barids hold him in place.

Construction is relatively easy with the
use of a jigsaw. (If you don't own or can't
borrow one, I have found most high school
wood shops are very accommodating.)

TOOLS

* Jigsaw, with a fine tooth blade
e X-acto knife or razor blade

e Straightedge or T-square

¢ File or saw for cutting notches
* Paint brushes, various sizes

MATERIALS

* Layout paper or heavy brown paper

» 12" x 24" sheet %." birch plywood
or %" foam board

* a bag of rubber bands, size 10

* 3/4" vinyl tape, black or color to suit

e Acrylic paint (to spray or brush),
colors to suit

* Epoxy glue

For larger kites

» Two 24" pieces .261 fiberglass tubes

* Extensions: two 8" pieces carbon tubes,
diameter to fit inside fiberglass tubes

For the body material, I used %." birch
plywood, available in most hobby shops,
and ended up with a weight of 3.7 ounces,
which I find will fly nicely with my
lightweight delta stunter in winds as low as
5 mph and up to 20 mph on other kites.

The %s" foam board material works fine
in light winds and will give you a final
weight of about 1.7 ounces, but I would

* “The Wind Shot Stunt Kite” by Mark Lohrey, Kite
Lines, Spring 1991, pages 20-22.

DESIGN WORKSHORP I

V'Ofto Pilot”” Flies Your Stunter

By Bill Paxton

not recommend it for winds
above 10 mph. I also
found the legs and

arms critical in bend-
ing strength while attaching Otto Pilot to
the kite in heavier winds.

CONSTRUCTION STEPS

1. Start by folding a piece of paper in half
and marking it off into %" squares.

2. To make the pattern, draw the left or
right side of Otto Pilot, with the vertical
center on the fold.

3. Cut along the outside edge, unfold and
you have the full pattern.

4. Use the pattern to trace and cut the out-
line of Otto Pilot on the board.

5. Before cutting notches in the hands
and feet, place a straightedge across
them to confirm the body

is true vertical. Then cut
notches with a file or saw.

6. Epoxy the fiberglass tubes

to the back of the legs. (This

is not necessary if you will
only be attaching Otto Pilot to
a kite with a 16" distance
between horizontal spars.)

7. Paint (spray or brush) the
body (I used flat white) and then
brush-paint the head, hands and
feet with colored acrylics to com-
plement the kite. Paint areas with
contrasting colors so that Otto Pilot will
stand out against the kite when flying.

8. Vinyl strips for the body harness can be
cut to width by placing a length of tape
on a hard, clean surface and cutting with
a razor blade against a straight edge.

9. Installation is accomplished by using
size 10 rubber bands, slipped first over each
hand, then under the forward spar and
then over the front of the hand and posi-
tioned into the notches. Slide Otto Pilot to
center it on the kite’s vertical spar.

10. Repeat rubber-banding on the feet to
match spar spacing.

For larger kites

11. Insert the 8" carbon extension rods
into the fiberglass leg tubes. Then short-

en the rubber bands by wrapping around 2~

a finger three times and then slipping
them onto each extension rod.
12. Position the rods against the bottom

spar and pull the rubber band under the
spar and over the rods to make a tight fit.

Caution: Be sure the bridle is free and
normal. Yeah, an obvious requirement but
I can tell you, you get a crazy flight pat-
tern if you forget! (O.K., so I was in a
hurry one day.)

BILL PAXTON, JR. has packed his 77 years
with hobbies: model airplanes, photography,
amateur_radio, model railroads, magic, furni-
ture building, miniature house and furniture
making, ceramics, watercolors, computers
and—xkites! Before retirement, he was an engi-
neer at Lockheed in California.




ighter kites are a wonderful §
F species. They are compact, §
inexpensive and easy to make.
Fighters are unique among maneuver-
able kites because the flier’s control is
not absolute. The kite’s flight path
results from skillful cooperation with
the wind, but uncertainty, surprise and
discovery are also part of every flight.
Flying a fighter has been called “danc-
ing with the wind.”

I started with fighters because the
wind is usually light here in Bothell,
Washington, where [ live, and fighters
can be flown in the lightest wind, even
no wind at all. There are several dif-
ferent basic fighter designs. I have
experimented for several years with
kites based on the Nagasaki fighter. Its
simple shape makes it easiest to build
and an ideal vehicle for testing new
ideas. I've developed a family of kites
which I enjoy flying. Others might
enjoy them also.

A portrait of the family of kites, with their builder.

Design

A fighter’s shape can be defined by two sim-
ple ratios: the aspect ratio; and what I call the
tip ratio. Figure 1 shows a typical shape.

| [
| iyl |

—— Figure 1 =l

I use simple formulas:
§ (square area of sail) = Iw/2
A (aspect ratio) = w/l
T (tip ratio)=t/I
when
I = the length of the kite, measured
from tail to nose, along the centerline
w =the width of the kite, measured from
wingtip to wingtip, perpendicular to
the centerline ,
t = the length of the kite from its widest
point (tip point) , measured to the tail
along the centerline
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Other relationships which prove useful in

designing new kites are:

* To find the length, given the square area
and aspect ratio, [ = V25/A.

¢ To find the width, given the length and
aspect ratio, w=1IA.

Over the past 10 years, I have built many
different kites, searching for the “ultimate”
§/A/T combination. What I learned was:

1. Higher aspect ratios fly in lighter
winds. However, as the aspect ratio increas-
es above 1.3, the kite becomes less willing to
yaw (spin), especially in a downwind dive.
[ use 1.2 as a practical upper bound for
aspect ratio.

2. Lower aspect ratios, less than 1.0, fly
nicely in higher winds, but also are less will-
ing to yaw. I use .8 as a practical lower
bound for aspect ratio.

3. Changing the tip ratio moves the cen-
ter of gravity. Moving the wingtips toward
the nose (higher tip ratio) decreases the kite’s
willingness to yaw; moving them toward
the tail (lower tip ratio) increases yaw.

4, Sail area is proportional to windspeed:
the more wind, the less sail. | currently use
100 to 400 square inches as practical sizes.

5. As the kite's size decreases, the relative
stiffness of the bow increases, which is desir-
able for stronger winds.

6. To maintain the same “feel,”
maneuverability and responsiveness, as
the area changes so must the aspect
ratio and the tip ratio. Larger kites are
wider, with wingtips closer to the tail.
Smaller kites are narrower, with
wingtips closer to the nose.

My experiments taught me that
300 square inches was “large” and 150
square inches was “small.” Since these
sizes are in the ratio of 2:1, I decided to
try sizes which changed according to
a ratio, rather than by a fixed amount.
I settled on the fourth root of two
which is 1.189. I empirically devel-
oped a family of kites whose behavior
is similar over a wide range of wind
speeds. | found that several classic
tighters have §/4/T combinations that
are “in the family” or are “cousins.”

The Family

The family’s shapes and relative sizes
are shown in Figure 2. The table gives
their dimensions. Their sizes range
from 126 to 357 square inches.

Construction

I use spinnaker-type ripstop nylon of three
weights: ¥ oz. for the 357 size, % oz. for the
300-212, and 1% oz. for the 178-126. Mylar
film (.001"—.002" thick) can also be used
and has the advantage of stretching less
and not absorbing water. Both sail materials
should be cut with a hot knife. This will
minimize unraveling and tearing.

The bow is fiberglass or graphite rod.
The spine is spruce, 4" by %" in cross section.
The spine is bent upward at the nose.
Without this bend, the kites are very difficult
to control near the ground, although they fly
fine higher up. In the table, the nose bend

Figure 2



by E4d Aldenn

Size in square inches () 126 | 150 ‘ 178 | 212 | 252 300

Aspect ratio (A) 1.00 | 1.05 | 1.05 | 1.05| 1.10 1.10

Tip ratio (T) 75 65 | 60 | .55 50

Length, inches (/) 15% | 16% | 18% | 20% | 21% | 23%

Width, inches (w) 15% 17% | 19%e | 21% | 23%: | 25"

Tip point, inches (t) 1% | 1'% 12 12% | 1% 11" 11
Fiberglass bow dia., inches .08 Va2 Yz Y Y Y
Graphite bow dia., inches .08 .08 .08 .08 .08
Bow length, inches 16'%e | 18'%s | 20" | 23V 26 28% 327%
Span of roll bridle, inches B __3 3% . _35 [ 4——4% 4%_ ]
Nose bend, inches % | 1 1% 1% 1% 1%
Nose bend radius, inches 4 5 5 6 6 8

is the distance the nose of the sail is bent
upward from the otherwise flat plane of
the sail. Fighters have also been made with
the spine bent up at the tail, but I have not
tried this. To reduce drag and make the kites
move faster, the amount of nose bend can
be reduced to " on all the kites. However,
this will make their slack line behavior some-
what less predictable.

I bend the spines by soaking them in
room temperature water for three days, then
bending them over circular plywood jigs of
varying radii. The spines are left to dry on
the jig for three days. To make the spine
stronger, %" veneer can then be laminated
onto the front and rear surfaces. However,
the plain spruce spine is adequate if one
avoids diving the kite into the ground.

Graphite rod (.08" diameter) also makes
a magnificent spine. A flier named Tim
O’Sullivan in Seattle told me that graphite
rod would split perfectly straight and could
be bent. I split the rod with a razor blade at
one end for 3"-5". Then I spread epoxy glue

Below: A spine bending jig, with the spine
clamped to the jig by rubber bands.

o

into the split, and bend the split portion over
the same type of jig as the spruce. The
graphite spines I've made so far have been
unbreakable in any landing. Thanks, Tim!

Bridling and Tuning
The behavior of a fighter kite is determined
and adjusted (tuned) by its bridling. Fighter
bridles attach to the kite at two, three or four
points. The most common bridle is the two-
point bridle. However, after many compar-
isons, I adopted the three-point bridle
because it offers superior control over both
the pitch and roll axes.

The bridle is constructed of three parts:

1. The roll bridle, which attaches to two
points on the bow, equidistant from the
spine. In the table, the span of the roll bri-
dle is the total span along the bow. The roll
bridle attachments are one half this dis-
tance on either side of the spine.

2. The pitch bridle, which attaches to the
center of the roll bridle and to the spine.

3. The towline, one end of which attach-

Largest kite, 357 square inches, in flight.

es to the pitch bridle, the other end to the
flying line.

There are two adjustment points:

1. The roll point, where the pitch bridle
attaches to the roll bridle. This point moves
along the roll bridle and adjusts the roll axis.

2. The pitch point, where the towline attach-
es to the pitch bridle. This point moves along
the pitch bridle and adjusts the pitch axis.

Tuning the kite consists of moving the
pitch and roll points as follows:

1. The roll point is adjusted so that the
kite will fly in a straight line when the fly-
ing line is kept taut. Moving the roll point
toward either side will make the kite turn
toward that side, which can be useful in
certain kinds of games and contests.

2. The pitch point adjusts the kite’s will-
ingness to yaw. Moving the pitch point
toward the nose increases yaw. Moving it
toward the tail decreases yaw. This setting is
very much a matter of the flier’s skill and
preference.

Here is a good initial setting: center the
roll point on the roll bridle and adjust the
pitch point so that the straight portion of the
kite’s spine is slanted tail down about 15
degrees below horizontal when the kite is
hung by its towline,

The bridle line must be of high quality. I
use braided Dacron fishing line, 20-25-1b
test, flame-sealed on the ends. Special bridle

Left: a close-up view of the whole
bridle in flight position.

Left: a back view
of a finished kite,
showing the
nose at the left,
the bow-spine
crossing and the
roll-bridle-to-bow
attachments.
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& One Stop Shopping
&Y  atKite Studio. In stock
1Y inventory on everything from
Teflon Coated Sewing Needles

to Design Master Spray Paints.
TOTAL devotion to the kite builder!

$4.30/yard!
n
d

Satisfactio

Kite Builders Special

8 AFC Graphite Spars
Ferrels” tg fiy

'Cata}og of kite supplies
included free with first order

to order, call or write:
(215) 395-3560
fax: (215) 391-0418

Kite Studio

Tony and Steve Ferrel
5555 Hamilton Blvd.

Wescosville, PA 18106

The assembly sequence of the “microtuner.” The center of the roll bridle line
is threaded through the walls of the tube, crossing the tube’s diameter. It is
then looped around the ends of the tubing, forming a lark’s head knot
enclosing half the tubing’s circumference. Loosening this lark's head and
lengthening one side or the other of the roll bridle is how the adjustment is
made. Then the lark’s head is retightened and locked in place by tightening
an outer noose knot around the tube’s circumference.

connections are required to make the adjust-
ments precise, stable and repeatable. The
roll point connection must be especially
precise, or adjusting the smaller kites is very
tedious.

A connecting system [ call the “micro-
tuner” has proved satisfactory. It is based on
a piece of clear vinyl tubing, 4" outside diam-
eter, %" long. The noose knot around the
microtuner is tied in one end of the pitch bri-
dle (Figure 3). It is a modified overhand noose
knot and will not jam tight. It can be loos-
ened by tugging on its short tail.

[ attach the roll bridle to the bow with the
same knot, which tightens around the bow
between two “bracelets” of epoxy. The lower
end of the pitch bridle attaches to the spine
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similarly, half-
/\ way between
(/5\ Q) the tail a'nd
==, the bow-spine
e crossing.
ol For the pitch
point connec-
tion, | use a
Figure 3 “reversing lark’s
S~ S >\
- < Ly fi NN
Figure 4

head” knot, which I learned from my friend
Bud Koger of Bellevue, Washington (Figure
4). The knot is formed by making a lark’s
head in the pitch bridle, then threading the
towline through the lark’s head, then tying
the towline in a fixed loop (I use a double
overhand knot). To move the pitch point,
tension is applied to the pitch bridle line out-
ward from the pitch point knot; this causes
the lark’s head knot to “reverse” into the
towline loop. The reversal feels like a little
“pop” when the knot is tight. The pitch
bridle line is now straight, and the lark’s
head is in the towline loop. The lark’s head
can now be slid along the pitch bridle line.
Then the towline loop is tensioned on either
side of the lark’s head, causing the knot to
“reverse” back into the pitch bridle line,
fixing the position of the pitch point.

Rubbing both the pitch bridle and tow-
line loop with beeswax along the connection
region will prevent the knot from loosening.
This knot tends to creep a little as it revers-
es, so several tries may be necessary to get the
adjustment perfect.

Flying Line
Cotton or linen lines have very little stretch
and offer the best control. Unfortunately,
both will tend to twist and tangle during the
constant giving and taking of line necessary
in fighter flying. Waxing the line is a simple
matter. | use four different weights of line,
from lightest to heaviest: No. 40 cotton
sewing thread, No. 24 cotton sewing thread,
Continued on page 30. . .
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1-800-243-3370

KITER’S WATCH WITH PURCHASE OF THE EDGE! I

Qq% & /®_ 11H Igokftlé

KITE ACTUALLY FLYS AROUND WATCH FACE! E. HADDAM,
Return This Coupon Before May 1, 1993 With Your Sales Receipt To: [j €T 06423
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. .. Continued from page 28

If there's a kite you want chances are ol Kiteshion, and 1t is:ako; avallable by
we have it, and if we don't, we can get mail. The No. 40 is found at fabric stores, on
it ...quick! Soif you're looking for the spools of 375 yards. The No. 24 and No. 12
hottest, most unusual kites in the air, I get from an industrial sewing machine store
CALL or FAX NOW. Guaranteed lowest or thread dealer, on 5,000-yard spools. The lat-
retail price in the industry. 2nd day UPS ter three should be 100% cotton, with a
shipping is FREE of charge with an order shioorhy, ot fuzzy, fnish, The Industry teem
R N ey | s “slace” finish (thymes with "place”).

[ h be defective f I wax my cotton lines by drawing them
any or all parts that may be aefective for through a bath of ordinary white paraffin,

An exciting selection of kites, kite acces- No. 12 cotton sewing thread, and a waxed
MEADOW MOUSE sories, toys and wind related objects. linen carpet thread imported from Ireland.
The Irish waxed linen thread I get at my

| year from date of purchase on any kite melted in a double boiler.
(sorry we can not include sails in our offer).
We also have a smorgasbord of custom Reels and Line Handling
molded chocolates that can be designed After making several kinds of reels and line
for special events, parties or ho|id3}f5_ holders, I've settled on the simplest, the
circular “doughnut” or “halo” reel. It has no
ChUCk stECker We're st working on our catalog and moving parts, it's inexpensive and, most
(Owner, Flyer) would like to thank all of you for your important, line will spill off the reel easily
patience and understanding. during a fight. The line spills off the side of
a % - ’ the reel like a spinning reel used for fishing.
PH]OCAN}E ! (S?g) ;gg _ggzg 131 Ha‘f I)é?};_;“r;w;&;dffa When rewinding the line onto the reel,
one hand holds the reel stationary and the
520 North Pennsylvania Ave. CALL for details and mention this ad other wraps the line around the reel. The
Morrisville, PA 19067 to receive a special discount! twist imparted by spilling off is reversed

when you wrap back on.

When you are flying, the reel lies on its
side, on the ground, just in front of you. The
“working line” also lies on the ground in
front of you in a very loose pile. When you
give line to the kite, the line comes off the
top of the pile; when you pull line in, line
is deposited on top of the pile. With waxed
line and practice, tangles will be minimized.
When retrieving the kite, it is best to move
around, laying the line on the ground in a
single layer. Even waxed line cannot be
rewound onto the reel from the bottom of
a pile without frequent tangles.

If you follow these suggestions, you'll

enjoy “dancing with the wind.” <

& Line waxing
8 apparatus:
The lower end
is immersed in
molten paraffin.
The eraser is
| positioned
about 1" above
the paraffin's
surface. The
line slides
through a slit in
ol the eraser,
removing excess wax. By travelling around
3333 Wallingford N. some rollers twice, the line's total path in

m LY
G °°d In d KI Qs Seattle, WA 98103 USA the paraffin is about 25", from initial entry
l I I (206) 632-6151 to final exit.
™

FAX: (206) 633-0301
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It's time for
easy-to-fly, go
anywhere kites.

From the quiet and graceful
Parastunt to the super fun-to-fly
single-line Kappafoil, Beman
introduces aerodynamic parafoils
for kiters of all ages.

Easily folded for travel, these
foils are finely crafted from
durable ripstop polyester sail
cloth. Cheerful electric neon
colors will stay vibrant.

Now available at fine kite stores
throughout the U.S. and Europe.

BEMAN

K

s

Parastunt Kappafoil

A 4

3682 Rennie School Rd, Traverse City, Ml 49684 616-943-8864

Fly this kite in a
whisper of a wind.

Sporting a Beman carbon
frame, our 32" Alpha weighs only
5.5 ounces! Even the Omega
has a lightweight carbon frame
and is very easy to fly in low
winds. Both are constructed with
neon bright ripstop polyester.

And now, for the youngest kiter,
Beman offers the attractive,
durable Tomkid — a complete
ready-to-fly, ripstop nylon
diamond kite. Great quality at an
affordable price!

Now available at fine kite stores
throughout the U.S. and Europe.

s

Alpha

Tomkid

Omega
3682 Rennie School Rd, Traverse City, Ml 49684 616-943-8864




derful surprises, particularly when very
little detail is given to you about the
trip before you go.

When I caught a plane from Bali to Jakarta
after the 7th Bali International Kite Festival*,
I had no idea that I was going to attend a kite
festival in the princely Asian style: spectacle,
travel, grand openings, unusual Kites and

SOme kite trips are full of the most won-

* See “The Great Kites of Bali,” by Shakib Gunn, Kite
Lines, Spring 1985, pages 30-34; and “Return to Bali,”
by Simon Freidin, Kite Lines, Summer 1989, pp 30-35.
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ceremonious award presentations.

The only information | had was that 1
had been invited to the “Pangandaran Kite
Festival, West Java, Indonesia, 1992.” | had
met some of the Javanese kitemakers previ-
ously at the festivals in Thailand and seen
their beautiful butterfly and bird kites. I also
remembered the articlet by Gilly Marcus
and Bianca Severijns about Javanese bat
hunting using fighter kites on the beaches

T See In the Wind: News, Rumors & Miscellany, Kite
Lines, Winter 1990-91, page 62.

of Pangandaran. But because only a few of
the 50-plus international kitefliers who
attended the Bali festival had heard about
the festival in Java, I was a little worried
that the festival would not be well orga-
nized. Luckily my worries were unfounded.

One of the advantages of kite travel is the
chance to see some of the cultural and his-
torical features of the land. This Javanese trip
was full of these opportunities, due in no
small part to the visitors’ arrangements
being handled by a travel agency which



ceremony.

up for view.

Story & Photographs by Simon Freidin

specialized in internal travel through Java.
Every journey we made in Java included
side trips to natural wonders: the Keba Raya
Botanic Gardens (a major source of rare
Asian plants and trees), Tangkubanperahu
volcanic craters (totally inactive), Pangan-
daran Chugerarum Nature Reserve (where
Gilly and Bianca saw the fruit bats being cap-
tured by kites). We also enjoyed a unique
river cruise through wild jungle and small
riverside villages.

It turned out that this festival was one of

24 major events the Javanese were putting
on as tourist promotions for “Visit Asean
Year,” and so it was brimming with specta-
cles which demonstrated Javanese arts and
culture. It also meant that | and many of the
other kitefliers on the trip had to leam a new
skill: participating in Javanese dancing (full
of intricate hand movements and flirtatious
themes) in front of the local governors,
tourism department heads and other dig-
nitaries—on three separate occasions! (I
always thought that kiteflying would keep

Opposite page: The “wind” is
paraded by Javanese dancers
in the spectacle of the opening

Left: Local dragon kite in flight.
Below: Peacock god kite is held

Bottom: a dragonfly and a bird
represent the fine detail of
Javanese kitemaking; the Dutch
tall ship kite of bamboo cov-
ered with cloth is the work of
Abdul Hamid, president of the
West Java Kite Association.

me flexible and open-minded!)

The kite festival opening ceremony
brought comment from the international
guests. I remember Albert Verschoor (of The
Netherlands) leaning over and saying this
was the most fantastic ceremony he had
ever participated in. Although not on the
Olympian scale of the kite festival open-
ings in Weifang, China, this West Java cer-
emony involved over a hundred dancers
and an equal number of kitefliers. But unlike
the Bali and Weifang openings, where the
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Eiji Ohashi in Java: Top, he runs a workshop to make
small rectangular kites with a frame of his own
design, attracting a large (sometimes too large!)
crowd of children. Right, his medium-wind train of
hexagons with a decidedly un-rokkaku spar layout.
Below, a detail of his rectangular train, sparred the
same as the hexagonal train and carrying hand-paint-
ed traditional Japanese figures.

Right, Abdul Hamid with a variety
of West Javanese kites.

Below, a butterfly is sheltered
before flight.
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occasion is dedicated to invoking the gods
or demonstrating cultural strengths, this
opening dance was dedicated to kiteflying!
Little wonder that I took nearly a hundred
photographs of it.

International representation was small: 13
kiters from Malaysia (all from Malaysian
Airline Systems including Jamaludin Ahmad
[Jamul] and Nasir Othman [Nash] demon-
strating their prowess with stunters), three
from Japan (Eiji Ohashi, his wife Eiko, and
Seiko Nakamura), two from the Netherlands
(Albert and Trees Verschoor) and myself
(the sole Australian, and given loud applause
from the Indonesians, who have strong
regional trading ties with Australia). The
remaining visitors were from many parts
of the Indonesian archipelago: Bali, Sumatra,
Surabaya and parts of Java,

As at the Bali festival the previous week,
high winds prevailed for all three days of the
festival. Thus, the range of kites flown by the
international guests was limited, and many
of the Javanese structures of bamboo and
other natural materials were damaged.
Ohashi was one of the few who came pre-
pared; he brought three kite trains, suitable
for light, medium and strong winds.

In spite of our limited showing of Kites,
we fliers attracted a crowd of about 100,000!
(Java’s population numbers in the hundreds
of millions and there are 27 million in West
Java, so it was only a tiny crowd!) Com-
petitions were held for stunt flying and
fighter kites (there is strong local fighter
kite competition).

Javanese kites do not have the unique tra-
ditions of the giant Balinese kites, but are
more influenced by modern culture. The
materials are bamboo and cloth; the forms
include ships, planes, birds and butterflies.
Of course, Balinese kites were a feature of this
kite festival also.

One traditional style of Javanese kite is a
fighter, which probably came to Java from
India. These kites are flown on a cutting
thread (benang gelasan) of cotton, using a
mixture of ground glass, egg and glue as
the cutting agent. Typically, 3000-foot flying
lines have the first 600 feet coated in cutting
agent. A kite fighting competition was a
feature of the festival, and two games were
played. The first game was called “kite
pulling,” using small fighter kites (2'6" high).
The players could move about freely, but
when the two flying lines made contact,
the fliers would immediately pull until one
kite line broke. (An assistant was employed
to wind the line onto a wooden roller.) The
other game was called “kite stretching,”
using kites about 4' high. Here the

Continued on page 56 . . .



FLYING & COLORS

QUICKY KITE STAKE

Designed for posting kite lines and
standing kite up for launching.

Other Uses:
- Fishing = :
- Hunting
- Tent Stakes

- Outdoor Games
- Volleyball Nets
- Badminton Nets |}
- Construction Lines |
Many other uses - limited
only by one's imagination.

Colors Available: -
- Horizon Blue 614 x 214"

. Corona Magenta Patent Pending
- Rocket Red
Made in U.S.A.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome!

CAREY WINDERS™

P.0. Box 151740, San Diego, CA 92175-0895
(619) 697-8557 - (619) 697-2405/FAX

rrsim
The 93 lineup!

SEND $2 TO:FLYING ®COLORS 815 SPRUCE ST'BOULDER:-CO-80302

B ONY J3NDISIA SHINNYE ANV SOV 14 'S3LIM INI4 40 NOILDITT00 V¥

Prism Designs Inc.
425 N. 36th Street ~ Phone: 206-547-1100
Seattle, WA 98103  Fax: 206-547-1200

Call or write/ toda y for information about Prism sport kites.
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ovember 1, known in Guatemala as

Todos Santos (All Saints Day) or El Dia

de los Muertos (the Day of the Dead),

comes paradoxically alive with bril-
liantly colored kites in a tradition that
apparently is unique to this place in the
world.

Guatemala is a country diverse in her-
itage and culture, and in many ways
detached from the modern world, so it is
not hard to understand why so many cus-
toms, legends and myths continue to pre-
vail and play such an important part in
the lives of the Guatemalans.

ORIGINS
What's difficult to decipher in Guatemala
is whether the roots of these customs are
to be found in the Mayan heritage, the
Indian, the Spanish or a little of each. As




with most myths, documentation does
not exist. Information must be obtained

orally from elders who in turn learned
from fireside stories told by their parents
or grandparents. If handcrafts were
involved, the skills were passed down
through the generations.

What I was witnessing this warm over-
cast day probably was a simple tradition
which grew more grandiose with time.

The memory of kites (barrilete in the
local Spanish parlance) flying over the
hills of Guatemala goes back to the turn
of the century. However, the earlier kites
were much simpler in design and no larg-
er than those that [ once flew into trees.
Their appearance in Guatemala is credited
by some to the Chinese. Guatemala did
not have a large Asian population at that
time, but it is believed there may have

Left: One of the few kites to get airborne this day is approximately 18 feet in
diameter and carries images of Mary, Joseph and Jesus.

Below from top: last minute adjustments are made to the largest of the giants;
normally quiet roads are overtaken by onlookers and food vendors as the

giant kites make their way to the graveyard.

I{'s an annual tradition
in the town of Santiago
Sacatepéquer-flying ites

over ancestral graves, In
scenes rich with color and
culture, the populace
celebrates a unique heritage.

been a small influence from neighboring
Belize, known then as British Honduras,
which had brought in Asian slave labor.

However, in the beginning the kites
were not flown on any particular day. It is
widely believed that the dictator of that
time, Jorge Ubico (1931-1944) saw the
kites being flown and suggested that they
should be made bigger. Some think that
because his birthday fell on November 10,
he was trying to encourage a celebration
of grand proportions to coincide with his
birthday. Whether or not this is true is dif-
ficult to ascertain, but all sources of infor-
mation point to the period between 1945
and 1950 as being the first time that the
giant kites were spotted.

What is certain is that early November
marks the end of the rainy season in
Guatemala and the beginning of the long
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Top: the dead are
temporarily forgotten
as their graves
become perches and
benches for onlookers
while more than a
dozen kites prepare
for flight.

Above, a patient
native waits for the
winds that never
arrive.
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dry season, which brings on the gusty
winds. (Some superstitious farmers dread
the sight of the first kites because they fear
that they stop the rains.)

The most widely held belief in modern
times is that the kites being flown on the
Day of the Dead enable the spirits of the
departed to travel along the kite line and
escape to the heavens. Yet, the idea that
there is any link between the spirit world
and the world of the living is vehemently
denied by the Indians. They claim that a
simple custom has been sensationalized
by non-natives to tantalize and draw
crowds to what is quickly becoming a
commercial event (there are now awards
for the longest flight, best design and
largest kite). However, in more recent
investigations of some of the religious
leaders, these suggestions were neither
confirmed nor denied.

BUILDING THE KITES

The task of building these kites starts as
much as a month before November 1. All
work is carried out in the evenings, as all
members of the work party must first fin-
ish their jobs or daily chores. In Santiago
Sacatepéquez, the number of artisans who
still carry on the making of the giant kites
is but a few and almost exclusively
Indians. However, in each group, non-
Indians may participate.

Construction takes place in the home
or yard (depending on the size of the kite)
of the principal kitemaker in each group.

The frame of the kite is formed by lashing
reeds together at the center, to form a
radial design, though bamboo must be
used on the largest of the kites. This can
be reinforced by adding a square frame of
reeds superimposed on the radial. The cir-
cular design is the most common, and the
only difference between the kites lies in
their size and adornments.

Thin, transparent “china” paper of var-
ious colors is cut into triangles and glued
together with a paste derived from the
starchy, edible yucca root. The design is
something agreed upon by all members of
the group and may imitate as closely as
possible the patterns and colors found in
the locally woven fabrics worn by the
women and identifying their village. A
second single piece of tissue, the size of
the whole kite, is added to the back of the
“quilt” for reinforcement. Finally, paper
figures of people and objects are attached.

Once the kite is fastened to the frame,
paper streamers are added to the edges to
serve both as ornament and stabilization.
Flags of the countries of the group’s mem-
bers (including Honduran, Panamanian,
Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Costa Rican) are
fixed to the top, and finally a tail fash-
ioned of braided cloth and extending at
least 20 feet is tied to the frame.

The kite line is rather primitive-looking
hand-braided jute that can be as thick as a
thumb. The ball of line necessary to hold
some of these kites can easily weigh 50
pounds.



DAY OF FLIGHT

Before dawn, on the morning of the first
of November, the groups proudly head
out one by one with their works of art
poised above their heads They wind their
way down the narrow roads leading to
the hillside graveyard of Santiago
Sacatepéquez. This graveyard, unpropor-
tionately large for a village of perhaps
10,000 inhabitants, hangs at 6,500 feet
above sea level, overlooking a valley still
lush and green from the past rains, dotted
with small fincas (farms) of the local farm-
ers. The graveyard has been previously
decorated with flowers, garlands and pine
boughs. The common sound of firecrack-
ers marks the beginning of yet another
deserving event.

All that remains now is the arrival of the
spectators and the winds. On this day there
are plenty of the former and little of the lat-
ter. Vehicular traffic into this normally
placid village is backed up for miles, and
pedestrian traffic down the final trails to
the graveyard is so thick that it is difficult
for the last kite on the scene, also being the
largest, to take up its place in history.

To fly any of the conventional giants
requires the coordinated efforts of approx-
imately 10 people. Usually two men raise
the kite and hold it steady, while six men
place themselves along the kite’s line. The
last two men act as anchors, holding the
ball of line. The kite is positioned at the
lowest point of the cemetery while the
men and the line are positioned up to the
top. A strong gust is needed before the
men will start to run over and around the
graves. As the Kkite ascends, the anchor
men feed out the braided jute for as long
as the winds will allow. When the first
hints of a wind arrive, the hillside erupts
in activity as the men with line in hand
scurry up the bank, dodging onlookers
and tombstones.

While up, the kites resemble stained
glass windows as the sun streams through
from behind. After their flights, some kites
are returned safely to their place of depar-
ture, while others rocket earthbound to
shatter in fields of corn. I saw at least one,
after a very brief solo flight, snap its line
and zig-zag its way down into the bushes.

The largest kite of this day never left
the ground. There were times when more
than two dozen men positioned them-
selves along the line of this flying bill-
board, optimistic that the next gust was
the one needed to send it aloft. After
enough time had elapsed, disappoint-
ment grew deeper in each of the men’s
eyes as their flight plans were aborted. —

Few traditions
escape the jaws of
commercialism.
From top: Canal 3 is
one of the local
Guatemalan televi-
sion stations;

one of the smaller
kites of the day
shows typical reed
framework and bril-
liantly colored
streamers;

a reinforcing square
of reed is silhouetted
against the radial
design, the most
common found at
Santiago (this kite is
approximately 12
feet in diameter).
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I was told that the paper remains of the
casualties would be burned that night on
top of the graves, while their skeletons
would be stored away for next year.
However, 1 did not see any fires and was  gelow: This protest kite, the largest of the day, is not brought in for flight until the middle
later told that the kites would be repaired  of the afternoon when the crowds are at their thickest.
and flown throughout the balance of Bottom: The colors and patterns worn by these Guatemalan women inspire the designs
November and De(‘_-embe]'_ and colors found on the kites.

KITES IN THE CULTURE

The proud craftsmen of Santiago Sacate-
péquez will not sell their handiwork,
resisting the strong tugs of commercialism
pulling at the original traditions, whatever
they are, associated with this magnificent
event. Elsewhere in Guatemala, kites are
becoming more popular and apparently
some are available to purchase. My own
children acquired Ninja Turtle kites the
next day to fly with their neighboring
Guatemalan friends in a vacant field back
in the capital.

As sketchy as the origins of this tradi-
tion appear, one thing remains certain. In
a small country that is so economically
poor, it is still very rich in heritage, culture
and tradition. While crime and corruption
run rampant around them, there is still a
small handful of proud artisans who give
a large amount of their time once a year MICHAEL P. TOURNIGNY is a freelance photographer from Victoria, British Columbia,
to grace the skies of Santiago Sacate- Canada who traveled with his wife and two children through the U.S. and Central America for
péquez. Theirs is a struggle to keep alive  two years. Besides witnessing Todos Santos on November 1, 1991, he researched the event
something that they have inherited, yet through reading as well as interviews with long-term residents and two folklore experts at the
whose origins have long been forgotten. <7  Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala.
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SKYCHASER %' 5. $52.00 DRAGONFLI 7 . $58.00

WITH QUALITY HANDLES & BRAIDED LINE

SKYLITE nox» . $129.95

AN AFFORDABLE, ALL CARBON BIG WING DELTA

STHAOW MIN DNLLIDXH HSHH.L Y04 Y91VAd ANOA HIS

READY TO FLY HANDLES & LINE
PRE-SLEEVED « EXACT LENGTHS ON HANDLES, WRIST STRAPS OR FISTIES

PETER POWELL i

U.S.A. OPERATIONS

PETER POWELL KITES p@t@ JAMAICA OPERATIONS (HEAD OFFICE)
1099 N.E. 45 STREET ) PETER POWELL KITES (JAMAICA) LTD.
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33334 k l LUCEA ,HANOVER, JAMAICA, W.L
TEL: 305-776-5433 FAX: 305 776-5434 W TEL: 809-956-2676 FAX: 809-956-2677




READY-TO-FLY KITES! Prces;* -
Upiodd 52,00 sach %"\ INTERNATIONAL

One Sky, One World 5010249  1.50 each

durable poly, complete with line ?5&0 999 Hg aoc: \ : CONHECT]ONS
A I a

great for festivals and groups i i i 835 Weldon Road
*Shipping not included. =1 Santa Barbara, CA

easy fo fly in train A 9200 Spping or Tl Lo

kite, 40¢ for each addi- \ <
ional kite up to 10. For =g (805) 963-2964
more than 10 kites, ask for

quote on shipping.
QI SKY. ONE WORLD : CALLOR
c/o Sky Scrapers Kites B WRITE
PO Box 11149
Denver, Colorado 80211 USA
(303) 433-9518

KITES & BOOMERANGS .. ..THE
COMPANION SPORTS! World's widest
selection of the finest Sport Boomerangs.
"Sticks" from USA, England, France,
Germany, Australia. Incredible returns!

. Modern graphite creations, unigue custom
B's, and wood produclion sticks.
The B-MAN has them all. Order
your FREE illustrated catalog today.
Fast, personal service always.

THE BOOMERANG MAN
1806-K North 3rd Street
Monroe, Louisiana 71201-4222
Telephone 318-325-8157

UNIQUE KITE DESIGN

the i * Beats its wings
IIlCI'CdlblC * Soars across the wind

» Truly depicts a bird in flight

¢ Constructed of durable Tyvek®

™

» Water and tear resistant

¢ Fun to assemble

¢ Punch out and glue together

The Jackite Osprey and Eagle appeal to those ¢ Packiiéd i a maline iba
associated with nature because they so realistically L g
depict a bird in flight, to those associated with science ¢ Safisfaction guaranteed

because the aerodynamics are profound, and to those , . | g
who enjoy the thill of fiying a very special kite. Made in The US.A i A )% I
: : The World’s Largest Rokkaku (2,000 square
Osprey Kit $19.95 Fiberglass pole $ 25.00 feet!) flies on I:55111;311 breeze usin"gIL(l}u;
Osprey Assembled 29.95 Bamboo pole 10.00 unique Airstrut spar system. This is a flying
’ - billboard! We're ready to build Airstrut kites
Eagle Kit 49.95 Shlpplng 4.00 for your advertising. We’ll put your name in
Eagle Assembled 59.95 AKA Member Discount 10% heights. Call or write for more information to:

: ; e Pk Bill Tyrrell e Kitestuff Co.
Jackite, Inc. » 2868 West Landing Road ¢ Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456 51 Layle Lane » Doylestown Pa., 18901 « USA
(804) 426-5359 » (Fax) 426-7190 215-348-174 » FAX 215-345-1634
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LETTERS . . . Continued from page 11 y, ”D

UNDER YOUR =

WINGS.|.; '
™ il
EXCLUSIVE U.S. /
sails. But just as aviation moved from the DISTRIBUTOR _

externally braced biplanes and triplanes of
WWI to the internally braced mono-
planes of WWII, so must we reduce the
number of bridle lines if we are to remain

efficient in the higher speed r’ange‘of 30to The Highflyers PHANTOM (Shadow Phantom) has been regarded as one
60 ot Mtesl does this With eight bl of the top performance stunt kites for many years. Now Highflyers has made
dle lines and a three-pound carbon spar. fow ienion fits:and d it SHADOW. W d to offer th
This efficiency allows us to extract more st Oven_-le S "_m re-_name J . ol a_re Lo .B
wind energy and to propel our payload, SHADOW and its entire family of outstanding stunt kites. HIGHFLYERS is
which happens to be a person on a ski or unsurpassed in quality of design and workmanship. This becomes apparent
skis, at faster Slgteeds on water than any when you discover the responsiveness and level of precision these kites
picecsling ot _ demonstrate over their entire wind range. The TEAM SPIRIT is second to
Also, my son Cory reminds me that . o : : .
Theodore Schmidt was actually the first none in precns;qn and ultralight wind performance. It has a s_loF system which
kiteskier. His work with Flexifoils and channels the wind from the front to the back of the kite. This improves edge
waterskis predates Troy Navarro. handling and stability, as well as overall performance.
—Wm. G. (Billy) Roeseler,
VP Engineering & Manufacturing, Kiteski winG- | winD
i iformi FREE SHIPPING IN THE U.S.A.
San Diego, California span | range | PRIcE
Thanks for making some good points. o
We neglected, deliberately, the subject of TEAM SPIRIT #1 Team Kite in Europe 98" |1 1-35 | $164
kite traction over water because it deserves S i i
4 ame design as Team Spirit
and will receive, attention unto itself. The CLUB SPIRIT without 5|0gt system. P 98" | 3-35 | $149
Kiteski water launch was still so new when | ] ————
our article was prepared that its successes MPrOvEd VErsion o1 ohadow v
were not known much beyond the business SHADOW Phantom. Fast, super-tight turns | 98" | 2-35 | $149
itself. We knew the situation could change Same design as Shadow with
within weeks and we did list Kiteski in a side- CLUB SPURT fewer sail panels. 98" |3-35| $119
bar as a source of new things happening. Smooth and responsive
Likewise, the multiply-bridled soft kites are i g -
the: cusient sobtion for Biigsy taitlon. No CLUB SPECTRE Quick, yet very easy to fly. | 82” | 3-35 [ $99

doubt the Kiteski rig will become a favorite for

traction on water. Will it be adaptable to All kites weigh less than 8Y2 oz. and have a light but very strong CARBON -
land? Many chapters in kite traction are yet to GRAPHITE frame which gives them a wide wind range. Sails are made of
be written. CARRINGTON PERFORMANCE RIPSTOP.

And yes, Theodore Schmidt’s kiteskiing
came before Troy Navarro’s . Theo will be These kites will put WIND UNDER YOUR WINGS even when there
writing in an upcoming Kite Lines. is almost no wind at all.
Finally Identified All kites and spare parts are in stock and ready for immediate shipment.

[ laughed at your rather scathing review of
the new book Kites by wayne hosking

(lower case to reflect my opinion of him). ———
Yes, it is my kite on the cover and I am dis- @ Call or send for free brochure. ‘&

appointed that mr. hosking decided not to
credit the designer/builder of that kite, nor To order send check or money order to:

the makers (Scott Skinner, Adrian Conn WIND UNDER YOUR WINGS

and Kathy Goodwind to name just a few)

of many of the other fine kites inside. P.0. Box 351
Congratulations on keeping up to the Butler, Wisconsin 53007
editorial standard you set for Kite Lines. 1 Credit card or C.0.D. call (414) 461-3444

look at all the kite magazines that I can lay FREE SHIPPING IN U.S.A

Continued on page 45 . . .
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Windsocks by

IN THE %5
BREEZE @ "

e Hundreds of stocked patterns
e Customs
e Flower designs
- e Souvenirs
e Display Racks
e Baby Soc™

1-800-487-1417 - FAX (503) 389-5478
P.O. Box 5561 - Bend, OR 97708

Have you tested positive for E.F.M.?
If not catch the “BUG” from Big E Kites todayl
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ARROWCOPTER.

Launch e
| ARROWCOPTER
into the | ;“" _TOY
i
breeze |
and
Arrow- _
copter HELICOPTER|
e FLYING TOY |
FEET '
comes
back to LI i
launcher.

Each Package contains two
complete play units

* 2 Arrowcopter flying toys

* 2 Launching sticks

¢ 2 Rubber band

Arrowcopter Inc.
F.O. Box 6480, San Jose, CA 95150
408-978-1771 FAK 408-978-1270

Domestic & foreign dealer inquiries are Invited
Please Send $4.00 for samples and sales info
Patented/Copyrighted
Made In the United States of America

Klig's Kites

The Source
+ Full line of stunt kites

« Single line kites

« Wind socks
« Banners
» Flags

and accessories

Also the Hottest Tees

1-800-333-5944
for FREE catalog
or
FAX 803-448-7370
Dealer Inquiries
803-448-7881




LETTERS . . . Continued from page 43

my hands on, but yours is the only one that
I read cover to cover. —Tony Wolfenden
Elwood, Victoria, Australia

By the Way

Thanks for Bill's (Wilbur Green'’s) obituary.
Just for the record may | mention that
Chris was never a partner of Bill. He had
his own engineering business. Chris was
just his best friend and they were always
interested in one another’s projects. This
is just in the interest of accuracy and in

no way makes my appreciation less.
—Viola Green
Pharr, Texas

Corrections & Clarifications
In our Winter 1992-93 issue, the GX-3
Cambered Stunter in Design Workshop
was shown without mention of the fact
that the grain of the fabric should be par-
allel to the leading edge, trailing edge and
spine. This is generally true of all sewn
kites and perhaps was obvious to most
kitemakers. Nevertheless, we apologize for
its accidental omission.

In the same issue, the Data Chart of
Fighter Kites on page 39 contained two
pricing errors: The GAF fighter by Carlisle
Kiteworks. is about $17 retail, and the
prices for Merlin Kites reflected prices in
England; imported into the U.S. or else-
where, the kite prices are higher.

Our kite reviews on pages 15-16 identi-
fied a large delta as being named the
Colossal Kite; its name is the Great Big
Kite, made by Colossal Kiteworks.

In the sidebar to the article “Kite Power
Comes of Age,” on page 36, the correct
telephone number for Stanley L. Rogers of
Lincoln City, Oregon, maker of sand skis,
is 503-994-8709.

Lastly, the maker of the alderwood
quad-line handles on page 25 was mis-
identified. He is Richard N, Curran of
Puyallup, Washington.

Kite Lines apologizes for the errors.

Write us a letter! Anything you write to
Kite Lines may be considered for publica-
tion, so please mark it “not for publica-
tion” if you want no doubt to be left
about it. Address to: Kite Lines, P.O. Box
466, Randallstown, MD 21133-0466, USA.
Or fax us at 410-922-4262.

HYPERKITES

NEW
ELITE
PRO WING

For infomation on our
complete line of High
Performance Stunt Kites,
please write or call for our
free catalog.

720-A Gateway Center Dr.
San Diego, CA 92102

Phit (619) 262-4712

Fax (619) 262-4714

Eﬁurﬂhne
e flyin
at its fv)]es%

Extremely responsive,
the Tetrad will spin, hover,
stop & fly in all directions.
Easy to assemble. Size:

34"x67". Choice of Colors.

Kite/Handles

. Kite/Handles
Winder/Spectra Line

208-344-2844

T
Stunt Kites

RAM
AIR WING

(AC-1400-Ram Air}
VERY POWERFUL, FAST

© 100% Double Surface Sail ® 12 Cloth Ribs © 8 Foot Wing Span
© 35 Prospar Competition Graphite/Glass Frame
© 5- 35 M.P.H. Wind Range

CROWELL'S SAIL LOFT
Route 4, Box 583 ¢ Boone, North Carolina 28607 e 704-262-3716
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wider range of wind s
than other parafoils. Y i,‘
Made ofgtrong LS( ()l{l)l()N 1
3/4 0z. Spinnaker A COBRA KTTESIFLEXlFOlL de‘sllg% "‘%\\,
ripstop nylon Y Sl L
with quality U.S.A.
workmanship.

Over 10 carefully
™ coordinated color
combinations available.
So the next time you're
FLOW FORMN readytobuya parafol,
Ta P T ask for it by name,
or give us a call.
AlR
AFFPAIRS
NG,
107 Chelsea Road
Hatboro, PA 19040

215-672-1470
FAX: 215-956-1286

A o State-of-the Art 'Pro’ sport kne J
4o Stunning 16 panel Carrington sail i
{® Superb low wind performance T
I ° Lmaar Carbon Fiber lrarne

ASK YOUR DEALER
FOR MORE DETAILS

Carbon Fiber Frame

25% Lighter than Renegade

Great Edge Work

Standofs Included. 3-30mph

: g Hand-sewn

Stained Glass Appliqué

REN EGﬁDE

Fast, Precse, Quich-luming —_—

by Artist Pam Markie

S

o Since 1987
{ \:_" \ Dealer inquiries Welcome
Great In 5-40mph ' __ =

3769 Peralta Blvd., Suite K
Fremont, CA 94536
(510) 791-5666
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Beauntul Designs
Superb Stacker

P.O. Box 1086, ISLAND HEIGHTS

NEW JERSEY 08732 USA
phone (908) 506-0461  FAX (908) 506-0388

KITES EXCLUSIVE WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR




IN THE WIND

News, Rumors & Miscellany

IBES! STEVE BROWN WRITES: INSPIRED BY RON REICH'S TWO-KITES-JOINED-

with-a-long tail routine of a few years ago, Jim Dingsdale and | joined
our two kites with a 150" nylon tail. The only trouble was that if the kites
went to opposite extremes of the wind window, the kites would drag each
other out of the sky. This became a tug-of-war contest for us.

Then we got a pair of Kitemandu Predators, 14" kites. These kites
have so much pull and power they don't fall out of the sky. Instead, they
pull the nylon tail tight, which in turn vibrates over its 150" length, making
a very loud thrumming (heard over the stereo roar of the Predators). The
sound can be described as “water pouring on a giant sheet of plywood” or

“standing in the midst of a huge flock of birds taking off.”

It's quite an effect, which could be duplicated by a pair of any very
powerful kites, maybe even a pair of skew-bridled rokkakus, Jalbert
Parafoils, who knows? (We do break the tail every now and then.)

—Steven K. Brown
Ladysmith, B.C., Canada

HOEVER SAID KITEFLYING
was a passive sport? On
Cable Beach in Western Australia,
stunt kite enthusiast Uldis Sverns
was cooling his legs recently in
the shallows while flying his West
Coast Angel along the surface of
the water. To his surprise a local
sea snake took more than a pass-
ing interest by wrapping itself
around his legs. Sea snake venom
kills within four minutes, so drastic
action was called for. Using the
pull of his Angel, he leaped clear
of the snake’s clutches, calmly
landed his kite—then promptly
headed for the nearest bar.
—Neil Taylor
Wembley, Western Australia

TAND BACK! THIS APRIL IN LE

Touquet, France, a team of
experenced fliers will attempt to
fly “The Big 200,” namely 200
six-foot Flexifoils in train. The
most flown before was 153, by
Bill Werme in 1985 in Schaum-
berg, Illinois (Kite Lines, Summer
1986). The most Flexifoils stunted
in train before was 84, same per-
son and place. Fully stunted Kites
in train are a separate, tougher
category to crack, and the abso-
lute record for that is 253 Kkites,

set by Mix McGraw using the
much smaller Hyperkites (1988,
Ocean City, Maryland). Big spon-
sors, crew and technology are
behind this new try. Big wind and
big luck are all they need.

LSO IN LE TOUQUET IN APRIL

we will see the biggest BOL
ever, 126' in diameter, using four
miles of 48,000-lb-test Spectra bri-
dle lines and 9,000 sq. ft of fabric.
It's being made by Bonnie and Ed
Wright of Clayton, for Bob Ander-
son of Concord, in California, to
debut at Le Cervoling. Designer
Michel Gressier's going to love it!
(or hate it?)

HO IN THEIR RIGHT MIND

would ever schedule a major
kite festival to go up against the
AKA convention the first weekend
in October? The Third Inter-
national Kite Festival in Kherson,
Ukraine, that's who. Seven pages of
news, half of it in Ukrainian, attest
to the seriousness of this effort,
devoted to “space kites” and orga-
nized to involve schools and youth
groups. “All those who so desire
may take part in the Festival after
paying the organizational fee: 500
rubles/adults and 100 rubles/

young participants,” says the letter.
(An international monetary service
wouldn’t quote on the volatile
ruble, but the “rate” currently is
about 700 rubles to the dollar.)
International kitefliers (who've
read pages 48-49 in this issue!)
may send name, address, kite
club affiliation, number of
participating guests and
“payment in hard currency”
to P.O. Box 110, Kherson
325000, Ukraine. Spear-
head and contact for this
event is Alexei Zverik.

EAVE A MARK IN THE WORLD:

Wear Bass shoes! Certain mod-
els have a kite pattern on the sole.
“Great for making tracks in the
snow!” says Glen Haynes of
Pennsylvania and a wearer of Bass
himself.

ITE DANCING HAS ALWAYS

been Joe Vaughan's preferred
name for spontaneous move-
ments with his Grandmaster
Fighter Kites—oops!—Dancing
Kites. So why not participate in a
real dance performance? Joe did
just that, in New York in January
with the Wendy Rogers Dance
Project. Reviews of this “modern”
dance work were mixed, with the
most favorable comments going
to Joe and his kites!

KITES ON YOUR TELEPHONE
calling card? Not farfetched,
not at all. Just live in Germany,
apply to the Berliner Volksbank
and pay 148pM (about $91 US).
You get four cards with kites on
the back. Each card is worth 6pm
(about $3.70 US) in phone calls
per card, automatically deducted.
Does this make sense? Subtract 24

from 148pM and you've spent
124pM (about $76 US) for prestige
and these “collectible”cards with
pretty kites on them. Oh, yes,
they're “limited edition,” too,
only 3,000 made!

N THE FACE OF IRREFUTABLE
Ievidence, the French courts
have ruled that the patent by
Paimpol-Voiles for “sandwiching”
of leading edges and using elastic
on leading edge spars of kites is
invalid (see Kite Lines, Fall 1992,
page 8). These techniques were
widely used well before the filing
of the French patent.

However, the judges, in a con-
troversial decision, said that elastic
wrapped around the end of the
spine, at least if it is heavy enough
to “strengthen the spine,”
infringes the patent. On this basis,
Trucs, S.A., the alleged infringer,
has been ordered to pay damages.

All kites previously said to
infringe the patent can now be
freely sold in France, provided
they avoid elastic-wrapped spines.

Trucs thus won a significant
victory for themselves and many
other kite manufactures. On the
spine matter, Trucs is now weigh-
ing whether the cost of appeal
would be worthwhile. Stay tuned
for further consequences of the
French half-remedy.

[ROSE HILL MARKET
ANNUAL SALE

Cou

Curodn'?ylﬂ

30° Off per Ib. with
This Coupon

Expires Dec, 23, 1992
Let Us Cook Your Hams!

tes

700 Rose Hill Dr. ® Charlotte;
CLOSED SUNDAYS

sville » 296-7053
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® Never bring more than you can carry yourself
across four foothall fields, a busy intersection and
up three flights of stairs to catch a train that is
starting to leave the platform.

o When traveling in a group by bus, be
sure to fake a group photo before de-
parting so you can identify members who
are missing at the end of the journey.

® Llect g feam leader whose sole purpose
/s to count who is there on the bus.
Conspire among yourselves to leave the
team leader at the first pitstop.

® When the hotel accomodations are not exactly what
you expected (Does the chicken come with the room?’)
and the bed is a little bit hard and splintery, you can
always fashion a hammock from the curtains.
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You Want #o
N\

Cartoons & Captions

® After a long trip and great expense, be prepared to fly and
demonstrate your kiteflying ability in either dead calm, rain,
snow flurries, I0F heat or hurricane force downdrafts.

® Attempt to learn at least some of the language. Not only the
standards of Please,” Thank you,” Good Morning” and
Goodbye” but also some conversational words like "Really!’
Hmmm!. “Right!, "Uh huh" and "Gotta go, nice to chat with ya.”

—

@ When your host serves you stewed yak sautéed in
intestinal juices and garnished with pickled bear paw,
you have to take at least three bites while smiling.

® De self-sufficient in your requirements. Bring your own
anchoring systems, a portable field shower, a fent not only
for yourself and your kite gear but for 100 wet guests.
Carry a portable sewing machine, patch kit and lots of
exfra spars. And dont let anyone borrow your mallet

And remember . . .

® /t5 the travels where every-
thing is easy and goes right
that are quickly eroded
from memory. The travels
that are accented by
difficulty, discomfort
and catastrophe are
the ones that make the
best stories to tell over
and over again.



ite [Festival

Dointers from Scott Skinner

« Know and plan for your baggage
allowance. Often what you bring in
won't be questioned, but what you
bring out is another thing. Often
weight is not the problem, it's girth
and volume that are looked at sUs-
piciously. Duffels and ski bags pass
muster. Consolidate your bags
(e.g., tape them together).
» Recognize that you probably
won't fly more than 4 or 5 kites (you

won't have time). Save your space i
for kites to bring home. e
« Approach travel with an open K =
mind and roll with the punches. F;L/NES
. Remember that you're an ambas % e
. > . () 00Kk
sador, representing your country. Budget yf?m??o/yﬂé 0 AT ~Or
Our 4, fF
eep to th, ime ang ES7N44,
g;le with \c}leduiq (: X, Eyiarahem =
J ta Pect ey Y Schedule js y,,
1Y facilities hock Your toych,

» €5 .
ry vecally fo regarq
tleast 5 fefxe 10cal foog to san.

IC phr,
ases j
€sin the Jap, g
uage

you ike them say

Thought from Maurizio

. Take the time to see other Kkites and when
soto their makers.

Ploys from Tom Casselman
the Artful Dodger of
Excess Baggag® Charges:

"‘".'-

~
-~
b
~
-

+ The festival organizers of & U.S. bag-
gage manager in the foreign country
should be asked in advance o arrange

for excess baggage. SO it will be OK on
the computer. Otherwise . - - 3

. Don'tleave from a hub city; they're =
stricter. Once in the syster, the bags
cantbe recalied on the weight allowance
Peter Lynn once was asked to pay very
big bucks for excess baggage, SO he said, S5
wOK, you ownit, and i filea declaration
of lost baggagde. vou'll have 10 pay the
insurance anyway."

. You get two bags and two carmy-ons for
international flights. \Women's purses
don't count, SO carry a big purse- Your
main bag shouid be @ compound of SV
pral bags, or an ex| e bag. Dave
Checkley used 1© take a roll-cart and put
tour or five ittle things on it: technically its
one carmy-on.

. Tryto check three pags atthe front
desk, Sometimes they'll let you- it they
won', take one bag as an exira carry-on.
Then ai the plane, don't be the first to get
on, be last, when theyreina nurry. They'l
usually tag it and letitgoon. At any time,
if any problem, s «The previous crew
oKdit." They hesitate to be inconsistent.
. |f asked to pay oxtra, delay il the next
stop, when they may passit

« Flauntany premier status you have,
saying, for example, that you're & “guest
of the royal tamily.” Look them in the eye
and say, “There is No excess paggagde
charge.”

. Join a nonkite travel group. They

only count the total number of bags

for the total of people pooked. No oné
nhas as much baggage as kitefliers.

The tourist bureay can contact the

airine to get the 1D number of the

travel group-

. Aways plead ignorance- 1t doesn't hurt.

-
~
-y
-
-
~
-
-
-
-
-
3

3
-
-
-~
~
-
-~
-
-

'
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S
o You Want to Host One?
K turn the page . . .
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o You Went to Host One

... Continued
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very best they can

&{ggesﬁbns from Tony Wolfenden

» High on my list of requirements is a decent, flyable wind. It is amazing how many times

sites are chosen for all reasons other than the wind, and the cleanness of that wind.

(Coastal flys with on-shore breezes are almost guaranteed to be successful.)

« Organizers should know that the majority of kitemakers/fliers don't travel halfway

around the world, suffer extremes of heat and cold, rain, sand, dust, burrs, ticks, jet lag,

strange food and much wear and tear on equipment (that is, both bodies and kites) just  J
to fly kites . . .We travel to be with other like-

minded people, to share a bit of sky.
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TIPS & TECHNIQUES

Taut Keels &

\AAAAAAAMAAAAAA AN

To Mark Your Hem

Allowances
From Francesco S. Ventimiglia & Cinzia
Foschini, Tibiday Kite Team, Cervia, Italy
When I make a kite with rounded
appliqués and I need to mark the addi-
tional hem allowance, I use two pencils
(with hexagonal bodies, not round) joined
by transparent tape or a rubber band. One
marks around the template and the other
marks my cutting line. This gives me a 4"
hem allowance for my kites.

To Slow Down Your

Sewing Machine
From Francesco S. Ventimiglia & Cinzia
Foschini, Tibiday Kite Team, Cervia, Italy
Dimmer switches have been used to con-
trol the heat of hot cutters, but did you
think of using them to slow down your
sewing machine?

If you plug your sewing machine into a
simple dimmer switch (available in electric
supply stores) and plug the dimmer into
an electric outlet, it’s possible to control
the maximum speed of sewing. It’s espe-
cially good to use when you sew compli-
cated rounded pieces.

3 Flapping Keel Troubles
and their Cure

From Maurizio Angeletti, Lérrach, Germany

Many kites have keels for stability. Some
kites have just one keel (deltas), some sev-
eral keels (flares) and some many keels
(parafoils). To perform its task, a keel has
to be taut. A flapping keel splits the airflow
unevenly and adds unwanted drag.

You want the two edges of the keel to
have the same tautness. To get this, draw
the keel and the angle formed by its two



TIPS & TECHNIQUES

Neaf Tricks
B AAAAAAAAAAALL/

edges. Bisect the angle, then extend the
besecting line fore and aft. The forward
line through the towing point is the posi-
tion of the flying (or shroud) line.

There are many more factors at play, of
course. The leading edge of a keel will
always bear more pressure than the trail-
ing edge, and so will the first row of keels
in relation to the following ones in
parafoils of other multi-keeled kites.

The use of grain of fabric, the location
of towing point(s), the actual size and
shape of the keel(s) are but a few elements
that interact with the rest of the kite.

If we take most of the available printed
plans for flares and parafoils and draw the
bisectors of each keel and their exten-
sions, we'll find that they don’t align with
their flying line, and that their keels flap
in flight. This is something very easy to
see in numerous pictures. We can correct
it when we design our own kites.

4 A Pocket Corkscrew as
a Quick Tether

From Lee Sedgwick, Erie, Pennsylvania

If you're flying alone and want to be self-
sufficient when your kite misbehaves or
goes down, you need to

anchor it, perhaps
quickly, in order g
to stay in con-§
trol and be able
to relaunch. You
would not want to carry a
dog stake or other large
tether on your person, but
you can always carry a
pocket corkscrew. It has
enough bite to hold down
a big kite by the handles or
reel in ice or hard ground.

Tips & Techniques is a forum for you to
share your favorite hint or trick for making
and flying kites. Each published item earns
your choice of (1) any book(s) from the Kite
Lines Bookstore to the value of $15 or (2) a
subscription or extension for four issues of
Kite Lines. And as a bonus you will also
receive recognition from the worldwide kite
community. Send details, drawings and/or
photographs to Kite Lines, P. O. Box 466,
Randallstown, MD, 21133-0466, USA, or fax
drawings and details to us at 410-922-4262.

KITEMANDU

KITE FACTORY

CHECK OUT OUR NEW
10 PAGE CATALOGUE
OF STUNT KITES
* Super new graphics—stock
colors up:to 15% off ‘92 prices
* Frames—Glasspar, Prospar, &
Prospar Comp
* Assembly kits—buy unassem-
bled & receive additional
15% discount
* Order direct or through your
nearest dealer

CANADA & USA
Call: (204) 476-3949
or Fax: (204) 476-3605
or Write' Box 486, Neepawa Manitoba,
CANADA ROJ 1HO

EUROPEAN DEALER
INQUIRIES WELCOME

DRACHEN
MANUFAKTUR

Mastercard Accepted
If you haven't heard of us : :::::;:::1 'ls °‘ik ;J
e TEL 449/241/507157 5100 Aachen
DEALER INQUIRIES ALWAYS INVITED FAX "49/2411513232 West mm

v

All Spectra® Lines are not created equally. Open a5
world’s record holder for

st. You won't believe how

pool and feel the

N\

smoothness. On the flying field your kite responds super fa

the most number of turns

; line for.
times you can twist these lines! Performance. That's what you buy Spectra® i

s in one direction with
No tracers * No fillers * Just pure perfor-

a stunt kite!

Try a set and decide for yourselfl Optimized constructions *

mance.

emium Braideq gpectra: elylines

by Innovative Textiles

pr

you can feel the difference

es except 50 b. can be spliced and are repairable.

. Braided Spectra® Flylin
o instructions available

i its wi d complete
+Splicing Kits with tools an . ‘_ pngp
Ask your local Kite retailer for Premium Bfa';dgd Spe%rag !Ls:-ner-stis?wchh?lll( iftc:’.r Cn;fn g;:ﬁy a0

Y e Goodwind's Kites 206/ 639-6151

Invento - Germany 0441 15414

Spectrad i 5 regatered trademark of Aliied Signal; Inc.
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] hite aerial, // Lolograbliy :

fyou are in love with Ireland and with kite aerial photography, you will want

to travel as I did to this great poetical island. By car (to more easily carry the

equipment) it was two hours from Paris to Le Havre, then a full night by
ferry from Le Havre to Rosslare. At daybreak I found myself along the narrow
winding roads of Ireland.

I had decided to devote my stay to the county of Connemara, one of the most
typical parts of Ireland, quite wild, with its large peaty or rocky tracts, its deep
lakes and its indented coastlines.

Thus I headed northwest toward Galway. But there, from road to road, from
mountain to seashore, from B&B to B&B, the rain kept falling for six days—it
was quite out of the question to take a camera out, let alone a kite.

On the seventh morning, it was still raining. I heard on the radio that the
weather would temporarily improve in southern Ireland. So I decided to go to
Kerry and the peninsulas of the southwest, very beautiful and greener with their
climate softened by the Gulf Stream.

The next day, the day before leaving, the sun rose at last and there was a nice
wind! Lost time had to be made up for, and within two days I made eight flights,
often in quite distant places, driving on narrow and dangerous roads.

Moving quickly was made easier by a constant wind, not too strong, allow-
ing the use of delta kites, which are quickly set and unset, and above all, by my
electric winch, which allows a very quick retrieval. Some flights were carried out
in less than 20 minutes total, from arrival to departure.

Afterward, I had only one desire: to go back soon to the green hmi'itape‘;
of Ireland—and perhaps the sun.
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Yves Rameaux of Romainville, France is a radi-
ologist by ¢ ion and one of the most active
and creative members of the Kite Aerial Photo-
graphy Worldwide Association (KAPWA), whose
journal often features his work.

Yves took the followi mg {'qmpmmf to Ireland:

kcaku mm’ 1.80m P(’ ter Lynn
-_"Pt'!}.-bm}.
Hne" m-'n hand re each with 500m

: pph(’d !._. rh(’ 12 m!r car bﬂrten } {rtic:i
with 400m Kevlar, 120 kg.

24 mh( 16 mm }"_\h ) and
weighing 1k .‘ 3kg completely depending
on the lens; and one ultralight radio-controlled
suspension fitted with a Ricoh FF 9 with a total
weight of 550g.

*  Film: Fujicolor and Ektachrome.

Above: Tour Ronde (12th century) in Ardmore
Left: Pointe de Beara
Far left: Village d’Eyeries
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Coast Kites

Presents
TH

AP

» *‘\‘TE

THE RIPPER
42”Wingspan
Ripstop Nylon Sail, Fiberglass,
Stand-Offs, Ready-to-Fly.
Sold as Single, 3 Pack, & 6-Pack.
IT REALLY RIPS!!

* Squadron Kie |

S
| kl';/zfs

Unique model kites of famous aircraft

* And...Coming Soon
The RAINBOW HP.
Lighter - Faster

Rainbow
Kite

WE ALSO SELL
Diamond Kites, Paper Kites,
Premium Kites, Tiger Squadron
Gliders and Accessories

Coast Kites

15953 Minnesota Avenue
Paramount, CA 90723
TO ORDER:
1-800-735-4837
310-634-3630
Fax: 310-634-5425

The Windrider Series K ites

Leading Edge Kites

2220 Camino Largo
Chino Hills, CA 91709
(714) 591-5156

suonnIL122dg $2142S 1IPLIPUI A

Designs by Joel K. Scholz
1015 Avondale Road
Austin, Texas 78704
Phone 512-476-1758

Fax 512-746-5044

Dealer inquiries invited.
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QUICKITES

The Texas No-Wind Kite

In 1984, C.W. (Bill) Mosley accepted a Kite
Lines challenge to set the record for most con-
secutive days of individual flight. He did it
and his record still stands: 366 days (it was a
leap year). In response to a letter we forwarded
to him from a skeptical Don Christie of Palm
Bay, Florida, asking how he did it on windless
and rainy days, Mosley wrote this article
about his kite. Although the design is similar
to others we have seen, it was independently
created and has a certain documentary cachet.

—Editors

he thing this record really proves is

that sometime during every day, no
matter how bad a day is, there is a chance
to fly a kite. And it also shows that there is
no such thing as a “kite season.”

Okay, so it wouldn’t be easy. If it was
easy, everybody would do it. Of course, on
sunny days with nice wind anybody
could do it. But I'd also been frustrated by
bad weather, hurricane winds and calm
days. And on top of the mechanics of
how, there’s also where and when.

Well, some of the mechanics were easy
to overcome. Sturdy kites for high wind.
Waterproof kites for rain. Really light
nylon monofilament when there’s just no
way around flying near lightning—that's
after waiting for it to quit, checking how
far you'd have to drive to get out from
under it, and the excruciating inner
search to see how determined you are to
be unique in all the world.

But the real problem is flying with No
Wind. Big, light deltas work. Delta-
Conynes, too. But these are costly to
make, and I couldn’t afford to buy all the
kites needed for a year of anything-goes
kiteflying.

So I invented what I call The Texas No-
Wind Kite.

Made of tissue, Tyvek, plastic, newspa-
per or magazine page, it flew when the
Texas Johnson grass wouldn't twitch,
when the roadrunners weren’t running,
when the rattlers had a hard time breath-
ing. It could fly in a vacuum,

When the slight breeze dies to nothing,
the TNWK tends to float away from the
flier very slowly, keeping the string taut
against the chance of a breeze rising. And
when the breeze does rise, even slightly,
the kite stays with it, thanks to the keel.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVY

By C. W. (Bill) Mosley

The TNWK is cheap and easy to make.
I've made hundreds, in many different
sizes. I made several to sell and took them
to craft shows, and I have used them in
kite workshops. One day I put a TNWK
made of magazine page and bamboo
sticks on the end of a spool of sewing
thread, let out all the thread and then let
go. I never found it. It may still be flying.

High-density polyethylene makes a
cloud-light kite as big as the biggest shop-
ping bag you can find, but you have to
add extra sticks for the flimsy material to
keep its shape. Paper or Tyvek works best.

Thin bamboo and “%-inch diameter
dowels are not sturdy. A stiff breeze or a
tree can ruin the kite quickly. But a big
piece of plastic or Tyvek will take stronger
sticks, and adding a tail to the lower end
of the keel will increase the wind range.

At any rate, a world’s record for consec-
utive days of kiteflying really isn't too
hard to achieve. All you need is the right
kite for the wind. Every day.

\

\&
o,
\4

-

L
°
v

23\ 13

a104431NID

p Ll Nk

“It flies when the

Texas Johnson grass

won’t twitch, when the

roadrunners won't run,

when the rattlers have ¥

a hard time breathing.
It can fly in a vacuum!”

—Bill Mosley

(Who said Texans

don’t exaggerate?)

The Materials

® one page newsprint 12" by 20"
* two matchstick bamboo or 4"-diameter
dowels, 12" and 15"-16" (varies with final
distance between wingtips)

® glue or tape

e plastic, crepe or tissue paper for tail

e strapping tape (optional) for reinforcing
the tow point

The Mechanics

The key to this design is to use material
that is 3 by 5 units. In this example, a unit
is four inches.

1. Fold the sheet of paper in half to
make a rectangle 12" high by 10" wide.

2. Make a keel fold from a point on the
top edge about an inch from the center-
fold to a point on the bottom edge about
34" from the centerfold. Turn over and
repeat the keel fold on the other side.

3. Glue a 12" stick into the centerfold.
Glue the halves of the keel together.
Spread the wings flat while the glue dries.

4. Measure and cut a spreader stick
which will run from wingtip to wingtip.
Glue its entire length.

5. Punch a hole behind the keel stick,
approximately where the keel stick and
spreader cross when the keel is folded to
one side. Punch other holes !-inch above
and below it for alternate bridle points.

If desired, attach tail to bottom end of
keel stick. Reinforce tow points with strap-
ping tape. <
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Eirstor/

Ripstop Nylon Fabrie
1/ oz. Ripstop
3/4 oz. Ripstop
1.5 oz. Ripstop
Viadu Fige
g Edge Pacron Line
Pacron Adhesive Bridle & Sleeving Line
Tyvek Halo Spools
Fiberglass Tubes Clear Vinyl Tubing
Carbon Tubes Semi-Rigld Tubing
Banner Poles Black Vinyl Tubing
Ripstop Talls Split Rings
_Smokers . Fiberglass Rods
lefflr:nuvl\t’sebbinq goh“k tmdt:l
nvertfer Sleeves
zluasrle Pslhedrals”
stom Spectra Line Tensloners
Fiberglass & Alum. Couplings Eyelets & Tools

"Evervything to build a kite."
(Hang em (Ifhﬂﬁ Monday-Friday, 10 am-10 pm

1420 Yale Ave.
ga[ymcs (604) 2336155, PhonecrFox 8 8ele

Vinyl End Caps
Snaps & Swivels
Sleeving Kits

Vinyl Talls

Ripstop Repair Tape

Arrow Nocks & Inserts

Top Shelf Line

* SLEEVED *
* COLOR CODED *

High quality Ready 2

closure.

" * PRESTRETCHED * )

Measured and tied on an I
8-Lite Winder with a velcro

,

Fly™ Spectra and Kevlar\

I\line sets are available in various lengths and
\/strengths for dual and quad line flyers.

NEW Premium Braided Presleeved Spectra
Flyline
These new lines come in more efficient lengths and are
EASY to set up.

Or write, call, or Fax:

High Fly Kite Co, 3 ¥estEnd

Haddonfield NJ, USA 08033

N\

We now have a new 50 pound test braided Spectra flying line.
Look for Top Shelf Spectra, Kevlar & Dacron at your kite shop.

609 429-6260 Fax 609 429-0142

1\

)
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Java
.. Continued from page 34

two players maneuvered their kites in any
fashion they wished after first contact. The
fliers had to keep their lines taut and could
not move outside their own six-foot-square
area marked on the ground.

Kiteflying is a popular hobby in West
Java. During the windy part of the dry season
(July to August), kites can be seen flying all
over the region, in particular above fallow rice
paddies while the crops are being sun-dried.

The Javanese trace their kites back to the
12th century when cotton was first used
for thread and cloth. These early kites were
made of a leaf called daun dadap (Eritrina)
which was tied by cotton thread to a bam-
boo frame. The best bamboo grows in the
foothills of the mountains and is called
bamboo temen. The early kite forms were
predominantly drawn from natural flora
and fauna: birds, dragonflies and butter-
flies. Kites were traditionally flown as an
offering to Dewi Sri, the goddess of fertility,
during celebrations for a successful harvest.

It is only recently that modern kite styles
(human forms, ships, airplanes and mytho-
logical characters) have emerged in West
Java, more than a little influenced by the
kites of the neighboring island of Bali and
the introduction of overseas kites (including
stunters) brought into Java.

Another Javanese Kite festival is planned
for July 1993, this time including tours
across all three states of the island. For those
who love kite traveling, that festival will be
an excellent way to experience a very dif-
ferent culture. <7

Non-kiteflying monkeys from the local for-
est are tame during banana breaks.



STAY WITH THE ORIGINAL
BIG WINGS Series™ Kite Bags

» WIDEST RANGE OF
STYLES AND COLORS!

» QUALITY BAGS AT
AFFORDABLE PRICES!

» ALL BAGS ARE 100%
NYLON CORDURA®

CALL FOR BROCHURE &
“WE COVER THEM AND CARRY THEM” [ ST OF LOCAL DEALERS

M.L.D. Associates ® BIG WINGS Series Kite Bags
I Cedar Circle ® Townsend ® MA » 01469 (5 08) 597-67 00

FREE STUNT KITE
Buyer's Guide & Catalog

g fo yapwiapni | paiasiiay v | panpao’) &

ANY SIZE - ANY STYLE

Featuring over 50 different models in  Huge Selection
sizesranging from 3'to 21'. Weofferone Best In-Stock Inventory
of the most comprehensive selection of  Fagt Delivery

kites and accessories from all the major  qUARANTEED

sport kite manufacturers. LOWEST
o PRICES
Action Chicago Fire
Flexifoil It's A Breeze For a FREE copy of our stunt kite
Jordan Air Renegade buyer's guide and catalog, write or
Skyward Gayla Wind Walker ..
Crystal Peter Powell
Doaler Inquiries Top of the Line Revolution
ceome Highfiyers Wolfe Designs

Rainbow Kite Innovations -
Spiderline Shanti Rowland Heights CA, 91748
: Advantage Moran Precision (818) 912-1272
KITES 817-692-9061 AFC Davis Instruments ~ FAX (818) 912-2585

4218 PROTHRO WICHITA FALLS, TX 76308
FAX: 817-723-0124
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ENENNENNNNNNNN III

rhe Itsy Bitsy Kite

e,

EEEENENEXNNXN III

o Easy to fly!
I Fun indoors or

I Outdoors!
: Great for all ages!

¥ Environment

X Friendly Packaging!
Rotating display
Available!

QUTE SAILS™ .

3555 Jubilant Place
H Colorado Springs, Colorado % '

M80917  USA
X Phone/Fax (719)596-2332
°

‘ Dealer inquiries only ;

) 0 00 0 000009000008 000 0000000990000 0000000 0

Dynamic!
A Single-line

stunt kite & soaring high-flyer
even in ultra-lightwind. Adjusts
e for skill level

WindWorks Ili etic Kites

1020 Mapleton/Boulder,CO 80304
Phone/Fax 303-443-4988

58 / KITE LINES / SPRING 1993

EMPTY SPACES IN THE SKY

Leland Toy

hree days after

Christmas, the call
came in to Kite Lires
from George Ham:
Lee Toy had died that
morning. He was 42,
His body was to be
cremated and his
ashes distributed to
places where he had
flown kites.

Most friends knew
that Lee was sick from
AIDS, but few realized X
how suddenly steep his decline had been in
the last weeks when cancer was wearing him
down. His supportive family and many cards
and letters surrounded him at the end.

Lee Toy first made himself known to the
kite community through the newsletter he
and Paul Walker started in July 1978. “Kite
Flyer: The San Francisco Bay Area Kite Flying
News” was the start of the first noticeable
kite activity for central California. Paul
dropped out of it but Lee kept the paper
going until 1985, using his trademarks: bright
colored paper, light news with comments,
and good, clear kite drawings and maps.

In July of 1982, he embarked on a ram-
bling clockwise journey around the United
States on his motorcycle, the Snail. He had
friends everywhere and no trouble parking
on doorsteps as he traveled. (Many of us
were rewarded with Lee's superb stir-fry cook-
ing.) The amazing part of the trip was that
Lee kept publishing his newsletter through-
out, right out of his motorcycle! The type-
writer lettering changed with each borrowed
machine and the subjects changed with each
issue, but the tone and spirit were consistent,
always showing appreciation for others.

While he was in Virginia, Lee joined
Perry Fitzhugh to host a kitemaking series for
West Virginia’s public television channel.
This was the impetus for Lee’s 33-page book,
Flight Patterns, a clear and reliable guide to
making eight kites. As Lee became better
known, he set up business as Sky High Kites
& Banners. He was often asked to lead class-
es and workshops, where he could demon-
strate his special ability to bring kites down
to their simplest elements and use them for
personal graphic expression. Lee acquired
extra cachet when he made the kites that
appeared in the Francis Ford Coppola movie

AAAAMMAAMAA LS

Peggy Sue Got Married.

None of this
made him a living,
though, and it was
an architectural draft-
ing job that took him
from California to
Arizona. From there
he traveled to many
festivals, including
nearly every AKA
convention. The
AKA recognized Lee
in 1990 with its Steve
l-del ken Kiteflier of the Year Award.

For all his warm and easygoing ways, Lee
held quietly intense yearnings. He wanted to
see more professionalism in everything to do
with kites, more recognition of them as an art
form. One of his last kites exemplified not
only the art of kites but the personal interplay
they foster. Called Shadowlines, the kite was
made as a group project and flown as one
also, from multiple bridles by many people;
each flier had to cooperate to maintain the
kite’s shape in the wind.

In his last days, Lee prepared “Wings of
the Imagination,” a two-year traveling exhi-
bition of 27 kites from his collection, includ-
ing some of his own works. Galleries from
inside or outside Arizona may apply to bor-
row the exhibition from the Arizona Com-
mission on the Arts, 417 W. Roosevelt Street,
Phoenix, Arizona 85003. The first installation
opened on January 29, 1993 at the Yavapai
College Art Gallery in Prescott, Arizona.

Memorial kite flies for Lee were held at
the Marina Green in San Francisco and else-
where. Other memorials to him include a
Leland Toy Rokkaku Challenge trophy for
the Cielo Encantado Fiesta in October in
Silver City, New Mexico; and a traveling
kite which will collect handprints and signa-
tures of friends on squares of fabric to make up
the tail. The 13-foot delta, titled “Hands Across
the Sky to Help Fight AIDS,” was made by
Diana Aurigemma of Seattle, Washington.

Many people are lucky enough to have a
kite or banner made by Lee. In the Kite Lines
office hangs one such banner, given to us in
1983 when we were feeling a bit lost. Lee
unrolled it and wrote on it: “Kite Lines Above
All! THANKS for Everything!” What a good
feeling! Lee had not forgotten us. We will
never forget Lee. —Valerie Govig

BOB SAMPSON



FLIP =i
WFLOP

This 4' Rokkaku puts a
new twist on maneuverable
kites. By manipulating the
flying line, you enable
the kite to exchange
bottom for top.
Handcrafted in

3/4 oz. ripstop and
fiberglass for years
of flying fun!

40"x46"

A fast and maneuverable
fighter that challenges all
your flying skills.

A great fighter value!

wor QA
FIGHTER

Carlisle
Kiteworks

809 Factory St., Carlisle, PA 17013
Wholesale/Retail 717-243-7913

You'll love

to fly with

« BIG BIKE!
Introducing
the big kite
made in the
little town of
Chesham, NH

Above: BIG BIKE flys over the fruited plains of Mt. Monadnock
Below: Aerial view of Hans Schepker and bis son flying BIG BIKE,
taken from a camera mounted on its fiberglass frame.

The incredibly unresistable specifications

of this fabulous BIG kite:

* 20 fi. wingspan, 8 ft. tall

* Rip stop nylon, Fiberglass frame

* Wind range from 5mph up; 10 mph and up
needs a harness

* 3 color schemes: Primary colors, Neon colors,
muted Pastel tones

o Zippered Cordura® carry bag

KLTE.S.
60 Silver Lake Rd.
Marlborough, NH 03455

(603)- 827- 3115 call or FAX

Unbeatable Performance

Crisp. Precise Maneuverability
Excellent Edge-of-Wind Handling
Wide Wind Range: 3 - 256 MPH

98" WINGSPAN
GRAPHITE SPARRED
TOP QUALITY NYLON RIPSTOP
MADE WITH PRIDE IN THE U.S.A.

NEMESIS KITES

2620 Alveston
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

(313) 338-8257

Dedler Inquiries Welcome
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S K Y @ A L L i R Y
Jorgen Maller Hansen

Kitemaker: Jorgen Maller Hansen

Occupation: Graphic designer

Kite experience: 10 years

Inspiration: Mostly from music. It has to be a little wild, let’s call it
heavy metal jazz. I am inspired by my job, too. And hopefully
bring some inspiration from kiteflying back to my job.

Average amount of time spent making a kite: Unknown

Honors: 1 don't participate in competitions, because I think it spoils
the mood of the event. It’s an honor just to be there.

Favorite flying spots: Denmark’s west coast, including

Philosophy in kiternaking: To create graphics in the sky. The kites have
to look airy: white and few colors. The kites have the expression of
sounds and rhythm, but it has to be surprising rhythm.

Photographers: Jorgen Moller Hansen, Niels Ole Bak, Paul Morén,
Mel Govig and Drachen Design.

SKYGALLERY features several outstanding kites by one maker in each
issue of our journal, You are invited to submit photographs of your
finest kites. Write for details: Kite Lines, P.O. Box 466,
Randallstown, MD 21133-0466, USA; fax: 410-922-4262.



HUGE INVENTORY OF THE WORLD'S
FINEST STUNT KITES, SINGLE-LINE
KITES AND ACCESSORIES. WIDE
COLOR SELECTIONS. FAST, FRIENDLY
AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE.

FREE CATALOG

FREE SPECTRA STUNT LINE
FREE KITEMATE TAKE-DOWN TOOL!

*ON DELTA-WING STUNT KITES OVER $100

Call (203) 426-9786
Fn (203) 270-8250
29 HEMLOCK TRAIL » SANDY HOOK, CT 06482

PRECISION
AEROBATIC

EQUALIZER
KTA Best New Product of 1990
Fine tune your kite for maximum performance with this indispens-

able newtool. Save time and eliminate guess work tying perfectly
matched flylines, bridles and shroud lines.

P WINDER
Compact, unbreakable and inexpensive card-stylewinder. Stores
single, dual and quad lines. Fast (15 inches per turn) and easy,
accommodates overhand and figure-eight winding. The most
compact winder available.

The same great features as the Moran Winder, but designed
i specifically to store quad line control systems. Easy figure-8
winding; includes elastic binder to secure lines and control grips.

MODEL 1 CONTROL GRIPS
| Ergonomically designed grip with center bridle gives the ultimate
in control accuracy and sensitivity. Spectra/Dacron bridles are
1 pre-stretched as a pair to guarantee equal length and identical
1 control response.

| Dealer inquiries invited

If not available through your dealer, order direct AKA Member Merchant

Major Brands
LOW
Factory Direct Prices!!!

Call or Write for
Our Free Catalog.

Flying Things

130 S.E. Highway 101
Lincoln City, OR 97367
(503) 996-6313

frrention Price
SHOPPERS!

® Large selection of the best
High Performance Stunt Kites
& Accessories in stock

* Low Prices

¢ Personalized Service

* Custom Made Banners

* We Applique' Kites to Order
* Repairs, Sew-ups & Tune-ups

* We are a full time, full service
Stunt Kite Shop. We attend,
compete, judge & sponsor all
Eastern League events

*ITE * PECIALIST
Wirh Tue Compenmive Enge

Why Buy from anyone else?
SRk PRDS:;(,L :2,:50“’ PAI7AG Buy from the Pros who Know!
Dopp GRross CALL orR WRITE FOR
Master Cuass CoMPETITOR & Junct OUR PRO DISCOUNT
Jenny ©ross PRICE SHEET

Experiencen Cuass Compentor & Juce

(Pairs Team D.J, Jam)

WE AccepT VISA AND
MASTERCARD
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EMPTY SPACES IN THE SKY

Alex Dunton

lexander G.

Dunton, Jr.
died of cancer at
the age of 68 on
January 30, 1993 at
his home in Rich-
mond, Virginia.

He was a recog-
nized wood carver
and a great kiteflier,
but, for me, Alex
was first of all a
friend. Everything
else seemed to flow
from that.

Alex was a
respected crafts-
man and teacher of
woodworking for
over 30 years. He
salvaged  wood
with interesting
markings  from
demolished sites to
make bowls of ele-
gant simplicity. He
was awarded by
the Virginia Muse-
um of Fine Arts,
the American Crafts
Council and the Hand Workshop. His work
was exhibited at the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, DC and at the North Caro-
lina Museum of Arts in Raleigh. His bowls
were included in Fine Woodworking maga-
zine's Design Book 1. Alex was a nominee
for a Virginia Living Treasure and to be a
National Heritage Fellow.

But in the kite community he was known
as an especially talented kitemaker and flier.
His kites were always good, but if they
weren't quite good enough for him, he
would tinker to get them right. He enjoyed
the learning.

The Dunton Delta-Box became a classic
with the James River group, as we called
the kitefliers who informally congealed
around Alex in the Richmond area. They
would fly frequently together and share
ideas. Alex had a great sense of design and
an accuracy of technique that inspired his
triends. But he was completely self-effacing
about his abilities. He would work by a
method he called TLAR—That Looks About
Right. He praised others, never himself.

A story we all
love to recall tells
how Alex domi-
nated the Altitude
Sprint at the
Wright Kite Festi-
val in Kill Devil
Hills every sum-
mer for six years.
The race was won
simply by the flier
who hauled up
the most line in 30
seconds. People
started calling the
event the Alex
Dunton Memorial
Altitude Sprint.
But in the seventh
year, two of the
contestants sur-
passed Alex and
beat him — using
copies of his Kite,
made with the gra-
cious assistance of
Alex himself.

Alex was a
devoted “regular”
at the Maryland
Kite Society’s Retreats—weekends spent mak-
ing and talking kites at Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia, then in Chestertown and Westmin-
ster in Maryland. He was a fully involved
participant, alert, funny, warm, open, always
asking the best questions.

For Kite Lines magazine, Alex was often
helpful. He knew Japanese even better than
my associate Leonard Conover and occa-
sionally he would solve for us a sticky prob-
lem in translation. When a new issue was
published, he would usually call or write
with a comment. He noticed every error, and
said so, but never to criticize. Often, when
[ was preparing articles for Kite Lines, [ would
picture my audience as Alex. I hardly need-
ed anyone else. Alex was perceptive and
appreciative, the perfect reader.

In one of his letters, he named many
fellow enthusiasts he wanted to thank, call-
ing them “real treasures—ALL (of them).” He
ended the letter by saying about the kite
community, “It’s really more about love
than Kites. Kites are just a good excuse.”

He had it exactly right. —Valerie Govig

Call to Stunt Pilots!

Experienced, objective stunt Kiters are invit-
ed to join our panel of evaluators for the
next Great Kite Lines Stunt Kite Survey,

You will find it's fun—and rather educa-
tional—to take part in the survey. And you'll
earn an exclusive pin for your work!

We have changed the publication cycle
for this survey so that evaluators will not be
expected to fly kites for us in the winter!
You can report on kites you've been flying
in the spring.

Additional changes (including big
improvements) will be described in a packet
we will send you on request.

We believe this will be the best stunt Kite
survey ever and your reports will help make
it so! Write, call or fax us for your packet.

Kite Lines
P.O. Box 466
Randallstown, MD 21133-0466
Tel: 410/922-1212, Fax: 410/922-4262

Manufacturers!
We need

your help,

too. Contact

us with infor-
mation about
your kite models.

Toin the
atest

Kite Club

Anywhere !

All For the Entry Price
of Just $19.95

Receive:

» FLY-AWAY KITE PIN 1'/2x 1'/2

o FLY-AWAY EMBROIDERED PATCH 3'/2x3'/2

¢ MEMBERSHIP IN THE GREATEST KITE
BUYING CLUB WITH ADDITIONAL
10% OFF OUR ALREADY LOW PRICES
ON EVERYTHING YOU BUY

¢ FLY-AWAY KITE NEWSLETTER

» FLY-AWAY KITE CATALOGUE

Fly-Away Kites

1108 Main St. » Belmar, NJ 07719
1-800-848-9089
FAX: 1-908-681-0523

r L8 8 & B _§ N _§B &R B ]|

SIATE ZIP

TELEPHONE #
COMPLETE AND MAIL WITH $19.95 TO
FLY-AWAY KITE CLUB, 1108 MAIN ST., BELMAR. NJ 07718
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14 KT Gold Kite Jewelry
1-800-762-4653

¢ Actual Size

e Guaranteed

Holiday Delivery

¢ Money Back

Guarantee

e UPS charge, $4;

UPS Blue, $6

eMasterCard/

Visa accepted
First Coast Promotions
1760 Shadowood Lane,
Ste. 410-A
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Pendant: $74
$137 with diamond  FAX (904) 396-6936

Classifieds
\AAAAAAAAALAAAAL

Classifieds are limited to non-commercial and
personal advertisers. Rates are $1.00 per word,
$10 minimum, payable in advance. Publisher may
edit or abbreviate for space. Send copy with
payment to: Kite Lines, P.O. Box 466,
Randallstown, MD 21133-0466, USA.

HELP WANTED

SALE: LIfE SizE IPLANS
OF AN ©1D FASHIONED IKITE

Detailed plans of a fine high flier of 1929-30's
era, styled for steady performance. Build for fly-
ing fun and collection. A 3 stick, single line, that
is not often seen in kiting today. (32" x 2' 4")
Materials list, instructions $10.00 plus $2.00
shipping & handling.

Dameron’s Plans
2511 Pineway Drive, Burlington, NC 27215

WORK HARD. PLAY HARD. Kitty Hawk Kites
needs knowledgeable kitefliers and enthsiastic
kite sales staff in beautiful coastal North Carolina.
Help us “teach the world to fly." Apply now for '93
season. Resumé to John Harris, Kitty Hawk
Kites, P.O. Box 1839, Nags Head, NC 27959.

WANTED

PARAKITES by Gilbert Totten Woglom, published
by G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1896. Contact Pete
lanuzzi, 1908 Old Frederick Road, Catonsville,
MD 21228, 410/744-4754.

KITE CLIPPINGS and news articles are always
wanted by Kite Lines. Surprise rewards! Send
your items to: P.O. Box 466, Randallstown, MD
21133-0466 USA.

- We've
Got Kite Pins!

The Kite Pin Hotline is your best
source for new kite pins and
information. Over 150 different
designs in stock. Subscribe today!

Krre Pin Hotune Box 113, Neotsu, OR 97364
$6 per year/$10 International - VISA/MasterCard Welcome

fax (503) 994-9692

Grizzly Pealk

KITEWORKS

Awesome Prices On
The Highest Quality
Kites and Kite
Making Materials

Your Complete Kite Source
“If We Don’t Have It, We Can Get It”

I . or Write for
_I 1SA_ Free Catalog

rCard

1305 Alvarado Road
Berkeley, CA 94705

510 = 644 = 2951
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FOR SALE

KITE PATENTS: A one-line description, in list
form, of every kite-related patent issued in the
U.S.A. Information includes numbers, names
and dates. More than 600 patents, more than
30 pages. Available for only $50 from Ed
Grauel, 799 Elmwood Terrace, Rochester, NY
14620.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMORIAL BOOKS: Kite Lines offers a program
to honor deceased kitefliers through donations of
kite books to libraries. Send us (1) your paid order
for the book(s), (2) the name and address of the
library to receive the gift, and (3) the name of the
person in whose memory you are making the gift.
Kite Lines will send the book with a card naming
you as the memorial contributor and the
deceased kiteflier you are honoring. (Thanks to
Kathy Nixie, kiteflier and librarian, Port Lavaca,
Texas, for this idea.)

INTHE OREAT

Over 250
varieties of
kites, lines,
reels, and
accessories
% Oriental
< Sportsman’s

< Custom

% Fine Art

% Stunters & Fighters

525 S Washington.
ROYAL OAK,
MICH. %Ofgo

(31%) 398-59

Gof my wing munched In & car door.
I thought | was grounded until |
heard GASWORKS PARK KITE SHOP
has a complete line of kite
repalr and kitemaking supplies.
I'll be alrborne In no time!

Call or write for our catalog

GASWORKS PARK KITE SHOPPE
3333 Wallingford North
inguiries Seattle, WA 98103
anly 206-633-4780

» Best wholesale prices nationally
» Packaged with English instructions

= Same day shipment

COVENTRY SALES
2910 Hampshire Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

shipping: 216/291-4465

de°Ruymbeke’s “TIM

the original “French Ornithopter

At your nearest
kite store.
Dealers, please
write or call
for information.




The Kite Lines Bookstore

serving the Kkiter's reading needs by mail

IF IT'S ABOUT KITES, the Kite Lines Bookstore
probably has it—the common, the rare, the for-
eign, the domestic, the good (and the bad). We
carry nearly all kite titles in print, even ones that
are lots of trouble to obtain.

The Bookstore is not an endorsement of any
title, but we do guarantee your satisfaction with

From AUSTRALIA . ..

KITE-FOLDS
B

Kites for Krowds of
Kids by Ed Baxter
and Richard Davey.
Plans for 11 kites
plus accessories.
Good advice on
workshops. Aus-
tralian resources.

Nice drawings. Soft- |

cover, 24 pp.,$3.95

Make Mine Fly by Helen
Bushell. This 1988
edition has a far-ranging
collection of tips, tech-
niques, hints and advice
(gathered since 1977)
for beginners or experts,
groups or individuals.
Includes charming
drawings and plans for
the famous patented
Trefoil Delta with folded
keel, plus several useful
paper kites. Softcover,
90 pp., $12.95

”

Traditional methods
and materials. Flying
tips, nice drawings, a
little history. Soft-
cover, 24 pp., $4.95

our service. We want you to feel like you're in
your local bookstore. Pick a book. Look it over. If
it's wrong for you,

shelf. No problem.

Kite books often go out of print without
warning—if you want any of these, we suggest
you snap them up now!

-

Benmuda Kites by |
Frank Watlington.
Plans for five island
kites, plus variations

and hummers. ¥

Kite Crazy (the book) by Carol Thomas. To
accompany the Canadian video series, this wire-
bound book has plans for Kiskadee, rokkaku,
dual- and quad-line deltas. Black-and-white
drawings. Softcover, 176 pp., $29.95

Kite Crazy (the video) by SOMA Film & Video,
Canada. Meet famous kiters and learn how to
make and fly steerable kites (1-, 2- and 4-line).
Beautiful photography, good instructions. VHS

format, 102 minutes, $29.95

Special book/video package $54.95

you can put it back on our

Kite-Folds by Beth
Matthews. This
improved edition con-
tains plans for 12 small
kites, each made from a
single sheet of paper,
plus the “Skyvelope.”
Most are easy to make,
all are attractive and
clever. Clear instruc-
tions, lovely color pho-
tos. Excellent adden-
dum on kites in
education. Softcover,
26 pp., $9.95

Arte de Fazer Pipas
{The Art of Kitemaking)
by Silvio Voce, in
Portuguese. History
plus construction of &
13 paper kites, half
traditional Brazilian.

Color photos, simple
drawings. Softcover,
50 pp., $4.95

SPECIAL PURCHASES!

Edo Dako Dai Zenshu (The Big
Complete Book of Edo Kites) by

. Masaaki Modegi, in Japanese (and
. some English). One of the most
exquisite works of kite literature
~vet from Japan. About 140 kites
+ lavishly photographed and

| cataloged. Excellent construc-

- tion detail drawings. Rich print-
< ing on heavy paper, elegantly
bound and boxed. Hardcover,
159 pages, $159.95

(no airmail shipping)

Pictures for the Sky, by Paul
Eubel and Ikuko Matsumoto, in a
new English edition, revised
from Bilder fiir den Himmel
(Pictures for the Sky). Incredibly
beautiful full-page color photos
of one-of-a-kind kites made for }
the traveling exhibition.
Includes the work of 100 inter-
national artists collaborating
with 36 Japanese kitemakers.
Softcover, 406 pp., $69.95
(no airmail shipping)

Go Fly a Kite: The
Kite Builder's
Manual by John
Boxtel. Novel
plans, pleasing
drawings, but lack-
ing dimensions.
Qut-of-date tech-
niques. Softcover,
80 pp., $12.95

From CHINA . ..

Fishing for Angels:
The Magic of Kites by
David Evans. A very
colorful and pretty
book for "readers
ages 10 and up."
Delightful kite lore

. and tips, but the

~ three kite plans are
best avoided. Un-
usual bibliography;
. glossary. Softcover,
63 pp., $14.95

CHINESE

l Chinese Artistic
Kites by Ha
Kuiming and Ha
Yigi. The celebrat-
ed kites of the Ha
family of Beijing.
Covers history,
evolution, struc-
ture, decoration,
flying. Over 80
kites plus acces-

sories. Luxuriously printed color. Good
English translation. Softcover, 160 pp., $16.95

From ENGLAND . . .

NEW! Kites: A Practical Handbook by Ron

Moulton and Pat Lloyd. Lots of good new *¢

information in slight disorder from a
knowledgable veteran; excellent plan draw-
ings of 25-plus kites, both classic and mod-

ern. Useful section on sport kites contains
general theory as well as specific details.
Complete and lovable chapter on parachut-
ing teddy bears. Many (outdated) appen-
dices; 16 pages of color photographs.

Softcover, 255 pp., $27.95

ENGLAND continued . Fro RANCE .

Towaspd W S Kites

NEW! Swept Wing Stunt
Kites by Mark Cottrell.
Quirky, entertaining writ-
ing. Extensive analysis of
elements and variants, plus
four designs. A real student
shares his lore and puts it
into context. Homely for-
mat, self-published.
Softcover, 43 pages, $10.95

Dunford. Revised edition

for four simple kites (box,
delta, hexagon and dual-

Kite Cookery by Don

of 1979 contains plans

line diamond). Includes
Dunford’s theories and
aerodynamics plus con- |
struction methods and
technical material.
Softcover, 47 pp., $3.95

Kitis Agrial
Phosograpty

Kite Aerial Photography by Mark
Cottrell. How to take aerials,
with three kite plans. Good
combination of technical data
and common sense. System for
comparing trade-offs in select-
ing the elements in your rig.
Book and source lists. Self-
published, black and white.
Softcover, 44 pp., $10.95

The Kite Store Book of Kites by Mark
Cottrell. Not fancy, but a refresh-
ingly honest kite book, Plans for
10 somewhat original and fully Kies
tested kites plus the author’s phi-
losophy and a 5.25" floppy disk of
computer programs (in BASIC) for
kiter design assistance. (A magni-
fying glass may help for reading
the small handlettered drawings.)
Softcover, 48 pp., $13.95

The
Kite Stone
Book of

Le Cerf-Volant en Chine (The
Kite in China) by Dominique
Baillon-Lalande, in French.
Beautiful photos (half in
color) of Chinese kites,
elegantly printed. No kite
plans, but some construc-
tion details. Hardcover,

88 pp., $48.95

(no airmail shipping)
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The Kite Lines Bookstore . . . Continued

From GERMANY . ..
Phantastische
Drachenwelt

Phantastische Drachenwelt:

Die Festivals, Die Drachenbauer, Die
Modelle (Fantastic Kiteworld: The
Festivals, The Kite Builders, The
Models) by Wolfgang Schimmel-
pfennig, in German. Colorful, well
produced, a real coffee-table kite
book. Has 219 color photos, many
drawings and an insert sheet with §
traceable plans for 4 unusual Kites.
Hardcover, 128 pp., $31.95

(no airmail shipping)

GERMANY continued. . .

Dirachen Kombinieren und
Verketten (Kite Combinations
and Trains) by Werner Backes,
in German. Complete collec-
tion of sophisticated kite com-
binations. Good ideas, instruc-
tions and details. Clear
illustrations and many color
photographs throughout.
Softcover, 128 pp., $16.95

GERMANY continued. . .

Lenkdrachen Bauen und
Fliggen (Making and
Flying Stunt Kites) by
Wolfgang Schimmel-
pfennig, in German.
Colorful and fully
detailed plans to build
eight dual-liners: four
diamonds, three deltas
and a foil (the Paraflex).
Flying tips. Softcover,
64 pp., $13.95

From ITALY . ..

Agquiloni (Kites) by Guido
- Accascina, in Italian. A mini
encyclopedia, accurate and up-
| to-date. Includes theory, plans,
- techniques, sources and
- resources. Small but thick, with
- 16 color photo pages. Comes
- with 12 postcards in unusual
die-cut box. Pocket-size.
Softcover, 256 pp., $17.95

Tezukuri Omoshiro Dako ™
Nyumon (A Primer of
Interesting Handmacde Kites)
by Eiji Ohashi, in Japanese.
Easy-to-make figure and
cellular kites plus Ohashi's
famous arch train. Color
photos, many drawings
with full details. Tips about
bamboo, painting, hum-
mers and bridling. Soft-
cover, 100 pp., $21.95

NETHERLANDS continued . ..

Kieine Papieren Vliegers (Small
Paper Kites) by Harm van
Veen, in Dutch. An expertly
assembled, very original little
book. Includes detailed plans
for 10 miniature fliers. All
feature artful folding and

== perfect craftsmanship. Con-
struction techniques and materials are described,
including splitting bamboo. Shows a tiny reel, tips
on line. Color photos. Softcover, 32 pp., $5.95

e
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Skywork Experience by
Christine Schertel, in
German. Excellent, fully
detailed plans for stunt
kites including the
Phantom, Revolution,
Hawaiian, Spin-Off, Fire
Dart and Sky Dart. No
background detail on the &
sport or credit given to

NEW! Neue drachen zum
Nachbauen (New Kites to
Replicate) by Werner Backes,
in German. A colorful, com-
pact collection of kites using
available materials. Precisely
detailed plans for 20 vari-
eties plus accessories. No
background or bibliography.
Softcover, 128 pp., $7.95

i

NEW! Asiastische §§
Drachen (Asian Kites)
by Franz Arz, in Ger-
man. A lovely, color-

ful book on how to
make 22 kites, includ-
ing 5 fighters, using
mostly traditional
materials. Ignore the
claims to authenticity.
Good drawings. Hard- .
cover, 96 pp., $19.95 -

.
From JAPAN. ..

Edo Dako (Edo Kites) by
Masaaki Modegi, in
Japanese with some
English. Elegant, full-color
pictorial tribute to the
author’s father and de-
ceased kite master Teizo

ing on heavy paper.
Hardcover, 78 pp., $69.95

Kites of Malaysia: Kites to
make and fly by Wayne
Hosking, in English. The
only convenient source
of plans and construction
techniques for 10 vari-
eties of Malaysian wau.
Great full-page photo-
graphs, brief background
and reasonable descrip-
tion of methods.
Softcover, 39 pp., $7.95

From SOUTH AFRICA . .. From SWITZERLAND . . .

Kites: 24 Designs by lzak C.
Rust, in English. The first
kite book from South
Africa. Good scale draw-
ings and color photo-
graphs. Includes tips on
frames, tails, sails, knots,
reels, bridles and flying,
ends with a good annotat-
ed bibliography. Softcover,
48 pp., $8.95

the designers. Attractive paintings instead of
photographs. Softcover, 52 pp., $14.95

Hashimoto. Beautiful print-

Drachen aus aller Welt (Kites from i

Everywhere) by Werner Backes, in Peve,
German. Detailed illustrations ~~ fey
and clear photographs of a 40- - 4o

kite international sampler. Plans

aa;sa.ﬂerWﬂek

~

include the Cloud Seeker, Cody,
tetrahedral kite, rhombus and
multicell boxes, parafoil, Rolo-
plan and rokkaku. Also gives
instructions on trains, reels, knots
and aerial photography.
Softcover, 128 pp., $16.95

A

i NEW! . . .und sie Fliegen Heute Noch—
i e Geschichte und Geschichten um den
wsise s Drachen (. . .and They Still Fly Today—
sesienseh  History and Tales about Kites) collect-
ed by Hans Snoek, in German.
Poems, songs, tales, drawings, pho-
tos, plans—valuable scraps from the
i early days of Western kiting,
© Attractive black-and-white printing.
Hardcover, 156 pp., $29.95

From ISRAEL . ..

Afifomania (Kite Mania) by

Uri Abeles, in Hebrew. An

effort to bring kiting to Israel.
Contains about 25 kite plans,
ranging from basic to advanced,
along with history, materials,
accessories and techniques bor-
rowed from familiar sources.
Very attractive color photo-
graphs throughout including
interesting scenes of Kiteflying in
Isracl. Hardcover,104 pp., $19.95

Bessatsu Bijutsu Techo (Fine Arts
Journal), in Japanese. Originally the
Winter 1982 issue of a quarterly art
journal devoted entirely to Kites,
now published as a book. Thick and
substantial, it features over 300 color
photos showing great detail. Also
contains drawings and articles by
well-known Japanese kite authors.
Softcover, 216 pp., $27.95

From The NETHERLANDS . ..
_ .

NEW IN ENGLISH! Stunt
Kites to Make and Fly by
Servaas van der Horst and
Nop Velthuizen. Covers all
aspects of the sport. Includes
detailed, extra-clear plans for
10 different high-tech
maneuverable kites, some
with novel touches.
Excellent quality drawings 1

and photographs, several in color. Very well

organized and printed. Softcover, 96 pp., $21.95

Drachenreise (Kite Journey) by
| Ruedi Epple-Gass, in German.
| Interesting black and white
book. Countries explored (some
: visited and others researched)
include Turkey, Vietnam,
Dominican Republic, and spots
in the South Pacific and Latin
America plus Europe. Political
overtones. Flying tips. Softcover,
. 125 pp., $26.95




The Kite Lines Bookstore . . . Continued

The UNITED STATES. .. _

The Penguin Book of Kites
by David Pelham. Called
"The Bible," first published
in 1976 and still recom-
mended for all kitefliers.
Plans for more than 100
kites plus lots of solidly
researched reference data,
aerodynamics and history.
Color in half the book.
Index and bibliography.,
Softcover, 228 pp., $12.95

The Stunt Kite Book by
Alison Fujino and
Benjamin Ruhe.
Covers background,
personalities and
introduction well;
treats nuts-and-bolts
somewhat sketchily.
Many black-and-
white photos and

i
.|_\1@
i
il

drawings and a chart of 80 brands of stunt kites
listed by skill level. Softcover, 110 pp., $8.95

New 4th Edition! Stunt
Kites! by David Gomberg.
The first book on the sub-

ject. Thorough coverage of
the basics plus advanced
techniques. New maneu-
vers, tips and information
from 20 well-known pilots;
lots of safety pointers.
“Homemade" publishing,
no photographs.
Softcover, 88 pp., $8.95

Art That Flies by Tal Streeter and
Pamela Houk. An anthology of
unusual kites from the Dayton
(Ohio) Art Institute exhibition
of 1990, featuring works by
artists Curt Asker (Sweden),
Jackie Matisse (France) and Tal
Streeter (USA). Optical illusions
and environmental objects.
Interviews, artists’ statements
and an interesting bibliogra-
phy. Many handsome photos,
some in color. No plans.
Softcover, 139 pp., $12.95

¥ tively interviewed in

The Art of the Japanese
Kite by Tal Streeter.
Rare up-close and per-
sonal profiles of Japan's
master Kite artists sensi-

1971-72. Includes 130
outstanding photos (52
in color). Rich contem-
porary history. No kite
plans, but a true joy to
read and read again.
Softcover,

181 pp., $24.95

The Ultimate Kite Book by Paul
and Helene Morgan. If it
weren't for the exaggerated
title, this would be a pretty
- good book. It's done with
w  great color and splash to
| attract newcomers, but lacks
depth and identification of
kitemakers. Unusually exten-
sive photographs showing
flying techniques. Contains
about six plans for easy Kites,
. including a Tumbling Star.
" Hardcover, 122 pp., $19.95

NEW! Kites by Wayne Hosking.
A big 11%" x 114" coffee table
book of beautiful kite photo-
graphs, lavishly printed and
bound. The text, however, is
marred by errors, confusions and
lack of identification of kitemak-
ers. Some new research on Asian
kites. No plans or technical mate-
rial. Absurd appendices. But the
photos make this book a must-
have. Hardcover, 120 pp., $15.95

Fighter Kites by Philippe
Gallot. Plans for 29
kites, plus tips on flying,
tools, materials, games
and accessories.
Hlustrations are large
and clear. Instructions
are adequate, but mea-
surements converted
from metric may total
incorrectly. Softcover,
96 pp., $12.95

The Fighter Kite Book!

by David Gomberg. A
goodly amount of infor-
mation, mostly correct,
about fighter kite flying.
Though flat in appear-
ance and tone, it's a use-
ful starting source. Con-
tains plans for a basic
fighter. Beware drawings
of bridles. Softcover,

3 74 pp. $8.95

FIGHTER F%?
K IT‘_ES

Gabo?

ARBGARET G MARGEWEY GRECER

Kites for Everyone by Margaret Greger. Many
good kite plans, variations and accessories,
plus knowledgeable tips and techniques for
beginner, expert or classroom. Second
edition. Softcover, 136 pp., $12.95

More Kites for Everyone by Margaret Greger.
Some old kites, some new kites, plus tips
and techniques based on years of
experience. Plans for 17 kites from simple
to complex. Softcover, 59 pp., $9.95

One-Hour Kites by Jim Rowlands. Same
as British Kites to Make and Fly. Standard
kites for beginners, plus a few new ones,
but directions are skimpy. Literature and
supplier lists. Softcover, 95 pp., $12.95

The Big Book of Kites by Jim Rowlands.
Same as British Making and Flying
Modern Kites. Uneven instructions
and drawings for 36 kKites. Includes a
book list. Softcover, 127 pp., $12.95

8
RUCTIONS

.wm;g
S Jim Rewlends

Kites: The Science and the Wonder [
by Toshio Ito and Hirotsugu
Komura. Full of aerodynamics,
formulas and observations—the
first effort since Marvin to be
scientific about kites. Diagrams
for the “original” butterfly kite.
First published in Japanese
(1979), the English translation
(1983) is not smooth.
Softcover, 160 pp., $11.95

Kites: An Historical Survey by
Clive Hart. Revised, second
edition (1982). Invaluable refer-
ence work with many black-
and-white illustrations and
photographs. Fascinating, read-
able, in-depth research in early
kiting. The most extensive kite
bibliography in print. No plans. §
Hardcover, 210 pp., $31.95
Softcover, 210 pp., $14.95

Kiteworks by Maxwell Eden.
Revised second edition con-
tains 50 kite plans from
respected designers. Up-to-
date on materials. Detailed
drawings plus tips, tech- |
niques, accessories, history
and (un)related stories.
Colorful paintings and a few
photos. Unclear in places.
Softcover, 287 pp., $14.95

KITES

st hixtorical survey

25 Kites that Fly by
Leslie Hunt.
Reprint of 1929
- original. Contains
. good old plans for
- kites not seen
. much anymore
(shield, yacht, ele-
¢ phant, etc.) using
orange crate sticks
and flour-and-water paste. Histori-
cal data, photos, details. Hunt was a
kitemaker for the U.S. Weather
Bureau. Softcover, 110 pp., $2.95

Make Your Own Kite
(new kites) by John
W. Jordan. Plans for
nine kites using
unusual materials
such as plastic foam
and computer cards.
Clear instructions
and amusing read-
ing from a genuine
enthusiast (“You
will never find an unhappy person at

boxes. Nice color photographs brighten

Super Kites I by Neil Flight Patterns
Thorburn. Contains by Leland Toy,
many good designs -1 2nd edition.
and tested, creative | Solid funda-

mental tips and
easy plans for
eight kites from
the recently
deceased kiter.
Plans include a
rotor made of foam meat trays and a
Mylar fighter, plus fighting strategies.

construction tech-
niques using mostly
plastic bags and
wooden dowels,
Includes new plans
for the T-Bird-2, T-
Bird-3 and Bristol

the end of a kite string”). Supplies
limited. Softcover, 90 pp., $6.95

this “completely handmade” book.
Softcover, 123 pp., $8.95

Unpretentious, free of errors and user-
friendly. Softcover, 36 pp., $6.95
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Great extra Kkite stuff from Kite Lines!

Sume of our favorite kite
quotations—14 of them in
all, 7 on the front and 7 on
the back—are printed in three
bright colors on our quality,
preshrunk 100% cotton t-shirt
made in the U.S.A. by Fruit of
the Loom.

Memorable “one-liners”
include the funny, the serious,
the famous, the unknown, the
foreign and the domestic. Now
immortalized on a shirt avail-
able in your choice of white,
cool green or peach in adult
sizes M, L or XL, $12.95
or in XXL (white only), $13.95

Add $2.00 per shirt for shipping.

The Compleat Rokkaku Kite Chronicles
& Training Manual

Everything about the kite community's romance with the

rokkaku since 1983—together in one place—reprinted from past
issues of Kite Lines. Plans, too, namely the Sanjo Rokkaku by Mel
Govig, distributed at the beginning of the rokkaku challenges,
describing how to make this traditional kite in nylon or Tyvek.

Includes dimensions and complete detail drawings for an inex-
pensive, easy-to-make 6-foot, challenge-size kite. Softcover,
20 pages, $6.95 plus $1.00 shipping

NEW! Buggies, Boats & Peels:
State of the Art Kite Traction by Peter Lynn

The Buggymeister tells you how to get started in the new sports
of kite buggying and kitesailing. History, theory, how to start
buggying, how to “reach” (travel upwind) for maximum speed,
how and when to turn, racing tactics, kite selection, buggy
maintenance and more. Boat traction is treated with similar
thoroughness. Complete data on the Peter Lynn Peel. A barrage
of information on equipment and techniques. New second
edition, softcover, 12 pages, $6.95 plus $1.00 shipping

now you can have it all
—on MICROFILM!

._ - each $3.00
¢ entire set $75
- postpaid

- Here it is, the
entire, coveted
collection, all

z " 36 back issues
of Kite Lines, over the past 16 years,
in a neat compact library on
microfiche.

Whenever our original paper
copies sell out, a microfiche version
is offered immediately, so a serious
kiter need never miss an issue
entirely. And new enthusiasts can
do a crash course in kiting with
this treasure chest of information!

KITE TALES
each $2.50
entire set $85

postpaid

Ay
P s

\ = The complete set
> & of Kite Tales (the
- - original AKA
newsletter) on microfiche—more
than 1,600 pages—all 40 issues
from October 1964 to November
1976. Here are 12 years of plans,
profiles, commentary, news and
resource material available no-

where else. A must for researchers,
collectors or libraries.

Kite Festivals! by Valerie
Govig. Thorough guidance
in festival organizing,
standards, scheduling,
location, budgets, formats
(competitive vs. noncom-
petitive), judging, field
events and awards.
Includes “Figure Kiting” by
Red Braswell, $3.00 ppd.

Hundreds of Sleds,

Hundreds of Smiles by Shirley
B. Osborne and Mel Govig.
Groups of 500 kids are no
problem if you use this
article’s success formula.
How to make sled kites
indoors or out, plus how to
get the most educational
value from it, $1.00 ppd.

ARE YOU MISSING SOMETHNG?

Dack issues of Kite Lines offer a wealth of information
and ideas: plans, tips, techniques (for both single-
and multi-line fliers), personalities, world records, festi-
vals, reviews—an essential history of today’s kiting, satu-
rated with inspiring stories and designs.

No wonder back issues of Kite Lines are avidly collect-
ed by so many enthusiasts. You can start now with the
11 issues available in original paper form. $4.00 each
plus shipping, while supplies last.

SUMMER-FALL 1987 (Vol. 6, No. 4)
Kites of Buriram (Thailand); Flying in Baja; Sher-Bird;
Sisson Sled; Cutting Boron; Dyeing Ripstop with Kool-Aid.

SUMMER 1989 (Vol. 7, No. 3)
India's Annual Frenzy; Stunt Kite Survey; Kite Capitals of the
World; Fabulous Bali; Flying Wedge; Ohashi's Arch Train.

WINTER 1989-90 (Vol. 7, No. 4)

China seen by Tal Streeter and Skye Morrison; How to
Dye Ripstop; Origins of the Delta; Modifying a Parachute
for Kiting; How to Stunt a Flow Form.

SUMMER 1990 (Vol. 8, No. 1)

New Zealand's Festival; Parachute Stunter plans; Flag and
Banner Hookups; Peter Lynn on Future Tech; One Sky
Over Berlin; Washington (England); Bobby Stanfield.
WINTER 1990-91 (Vol. 8, No. 2)

Spectacular Europe: Dieppe, Montpellier, Bristol and
Berlin; Butterfly kite plans; Stunt Kite Survey; D’Alto’s
Whitehead replica; setting Largest Eddy record.

SPRING 1991 (Vol. 8, No. 3)

Whistling Kites of Nantong (China) by Tal Streeter;
Gomberg on Kite Pin Collecting; Angle Estimating; the
Wind Shot stunter plans; new Longest Kite record.

SUMMER-FALL 1991 (Vol. 8, No. 4)

Pierre Fabre in Japan; Rick Kinnaird on Rokkaku Fight-
ing; Great Events in France & England; Kocher’s Obtuse
Tetra plans; Huntington Beach scandal; Peter Malinski.

WINTER 1991-92 (Vol. 9, No. 1)

Stunting Surprises in [taly & Poland; Gubbio (Italy): A
Town Going Ga-Ga; Tucker's Painless Parafoil plans;
How to Paint Ripstop; AKA Convention; Failed Largest
Box, Successful Largest Rokkaku; Roberto Guidori.

SPRING-SUMMER 1992 (Vol. 9, No. 2)
Ingenious André Cassagnes by Pierre Fabre; World Class
Biennial in Thailand and the Natural Fibers Festival;
Flying Two Miles Above Christmas Island; 3rd annual
Stunter Survey; Valentine Kite plans; George Peters.

FALL 1992 (Vol. 9, No. 3)

Europe's riches: Castiglione del Lago, Le Touquet,
Barcelona and Ostia; the Arch Ribbon by Etienne Veyres;
Kites Over Niagara Falls; Breaking Free From Tangles;
lanuzzi's Featherlight plans; Kim Petersen.

WINTER 1992-93 (Vol. 9, No. 4)

Hamamatsu by George Peters; Kite Power by Nop
Velthuizen, with kite traction chronology; Fighters Front
& Center by Mel Govig; Dieppe’s Vith Biennial; the GX-3
stunter by Graves & Atkins; Ron & Sandra Gibian.
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TEAM HIGH FLY
Sport Kites for the 90's

Designed and flown by Team High Fly these are the finest

competition stunt kites in the world. Responsive. Precise. EX‘E‘L‘;%‘;?}ERS%%{‘%"OR
Graceful. Light-weight. Kites of choice for the Pros. :

Dreams come true for the enthusiast. ‘ &:'--"23'- {

New for 1993 - All sails are now being made with 5 g.;r
Carrington ripstop and are completely French seamed. '

These great Kites are now even better!

PRO/AM™ 8'6" x 3'6" o

El Nifio™ 6'3" x 2'5" e
COMP 7'6" x 3' "

GIANT 17'x 6

High Fly Kite Co

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTORS OF
KITES — LINE — BUILDING SUPPLIES.

Congratulations to Roger Chewning for
breaking a world record at Sunfest 1992
with a Team High Fly Pro/Am™ and Top
Shelf Premium Braided Spectra line.

d Spectra Ask your dealer or write, call or fax:
&4 1

High Fly Kite Co

PO Box 2146

Haddonfield NJ, USA 08033

Phone (609) 429-6260 Fax 429-0142




©1990 SPECTRA STAR, P.O. BOX 1789, Yuma, Arizona 85366

" Contact your nearest Spectra Kite specialty retailer or wri
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