Otto Vossen, The Netherlands
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In my first years of life, my mother build kites for me in the old fashion way time after time. All were Eddies with gleaming faces. I flew them with her and it made lots of fun. I never lost interest, but in 1988 during holiday a kite attracted my attention again. A smalltalk with a friend of mine resulted in buying a delta kite. Short after that followed by making my first kite : a 4-corner facet. People wondered how I could spend money on something like that, but…..
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 I got my first sewing machine from a very good friend and started making dual-line and single-line kites. First in a very technical way, but the art-kite won. In 2003 I decided to make kiting to be my profession. Showing, telling about and flying my 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-line kites all over the world. From 2001 it is my goal to show kites with a difference either in form, colours or design as well as making people aware you can “give” much more thoughts to people with kites. In my opinion kites should have a mission. 

What happened when:


1996- Cody and his kites – 6 kites as designed by this military-kite-master.

            1997- Pjon Projekt- 4 kites made by 4 kiters  working together after limited regulations.

1998- Flying animals- about 25 kites from fish to bird and butterfly in different sizes and colourcombinations

1999- PROJEKT E2- a European project (with one member in Argentina) for kiters, which resulted in 175 kites from 125 kiters . Used colours black/red/white. All are combinations of 2 Eddies and a square made under limited regulations, like maximum size of 1,50 m. Look at many websites to get a good impression and become a member, too. This Project never stops….

2000- Tetraeder ; 7 kites of different shape, based on the Bell Tetraeder. A  1-, 2-, 4-, 7,-, 12-, 16-, 22- cell kite are part of this colourful collection. 
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2001- Feelings of the wind ; Remembering kiters and audience of what wind is and that kiters depend on that. 7 kites (window of the wind, hart of the wind, soul of the wind, the better wind, the angry wind, the wrong wind, the crosswind) in black/clear/red
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2002- The surprise of black and white –  A combination of a huge flowform with 7 turbines of 7.50 m. length all different in black/white combination, so that only at second sight the differences can be seen. The combination is also flown with 3 Sanjo Rokkaku’s (six sided kites) with very simple faces on. 
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2003- Kissing the sky  A kiters theme again, but this time all very colourfull stitch-on kites. 7 kites of different, most own, design like Kissing-The-Sky, The Blind, See-Ya, The Blonde, The Joker  and others
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2004- Art to remember Paintings made by artists, who died young are being stitched on spi. All have  EDO form. Different sizes from 2.- m. to 4.50 m. high. Meaning is to remember these artists after they have died young and though had no real chance to promote their own beautiful art. Kitefestivals always attract many people and this is a chance to give something to kiters and audience.

                                     [image: image13.png]


  [image: image14.png]


  [image: image15.png]e 7 ———



 

2005 Beautiful People. Again a series with a message, but this time some easier for a bigger audience. The kites will show pictures of friends of mine. People, who “gave” to me with their heart and mind and to whom I was allowed to “give” to their heart and mind. The goal is to let people think about their beautiful people and let them thank them. A way of getting to be aware of the people around you. All kites are made in the favourite colour of the person shown. The kites will carry tails in a mix of original Indian fabrics in honour of my own experiences with the people of India. For the second time a theme will have a logo. For the first time a small flyer is out (only in English) and a brief story  to tell what this is all about.

Till 2003 I attended many kite festivals in The Netherlands, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy and Spain. For 2004  I was offered and have been flying my kites / did workshops and/or lectures at the festivals in India (Ahmedabad), Singapore (SKA), Malaysia (Pasir Gudang), Zelhem (The Netherlands), Cervia (Italy), Oostende (Belgium), Lommel (Belgium), Cuxhaven (Germany), Bristol (Great Britain), Dieppe (France), Marseille (France), Osnabrück-Melle (Germany) as judge for German Kite-championships, Taipei (Taiwan), Beitou (Taiwan) and Goa (India). The flying year 2005 started in Ahmedabad (India) as 5 other festivals like Bahvnagar, Silvassa, Mumbai and Mangalore in India.  During 2005 I will also visit Cervia (Italy), Donau-Esschingen (Germany), Oostende (Belgium), Basingstoke (Great Britain), Wirral (Great Britain), Lommel (Belgium), Dordrecht (The Netherlands), Knokke (Belgium), Sunderland (Great Britain), Portsmouth (Great Britain), Scheveningen (The Netherlands), Marseille (France), Taipei (Taiwan) and many to follow as the calendar is not complete yet. More activities are expected in Great Britain, Spain and Portugal. 

Apart of kite design and kite-making, I also give workshops in different  countries and languages at schools, clubs etc. At home 2-day workshops are being given, where is learned about designing, stitching, flying and most important….enjoying their kite. Participants are preferable between 8 and 80 years of age. There are two different kinds of workshops : one is making a kite and the other is learning quilting for kites. 

An other part is kite-documentation and I happen to have  over 1000 kite-designs from all over the world from small to very big, although it is not one of my goals to be a collector of these. An exhibition is planned during November/december 2005 as well as an own WebSite, which should open by summer. A new worldwide Kite-project is planned for 2006.

                [image: image16.jpg]Hx B~ ’ssoxzzo



  [image: image17.png]


 [image: image18.jpg]


 [image: image19.jpg]



You can contact me, Otto from The Netherlands, at projekt.e2@12move.nl 
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