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latter from the Publisher 

The W~nds They Are arhangin' 

There is a certain relief in change, even 
though it be from bad to worse; as I have 
found in travelling in a stage-coach, that it  
is often a comfort t o  shift one's position 
and be bruised in a new place. 

Washington Irving 
Tales of a Traveller 

S ome of our longtime readers know us 
so well they have memorized our ad- 

dress (7106 Campfield Road, etc.). I'm 
sorry to  say this, but  if you are one of 
them, you'll have t o  learn a new address 
now: we're moving! 

We don't  know the exact date of the 
move yet-sometime between July and 
October-so we have turned t o  the post 
office for a convenient solution, a post 
office box. But it will also be permanently 
useful because the post office building is 
near our new home. If you want to  mem- 
orize it ,  you can start now: "P.O.Box 466, 
Randallstown, Maryland 2113 3-0466." 

Actually, we are not moving far, just 
about five miles u p  the road t o  the sub- 

urban Baltimore village of Randallstown, 
a former farm town that  is a crowded 
sprawl today. Nevertheless, in this place 
we found a house with character and space 
to  shelter both a residence and a business. 

Moving was not  a matter of choice for 
us. Although we were practically invisible 
in our location on  Campfield Road, the 
zoning for the neighborhood was wrong 
for the magazine. We were not  comfor- 
table staying here. 

More important, though, was our need 
for space. We have been operating for 
years ou t  of two little rooms full of filing 
cases, desks and tables. And with four 
people squeezing around them, it has be- 
come near impossible. In our new home, 
an entire floor will be given over t o  Kite 
Lines! And it will have its own entrance 
so the Govigs and the magazine will 6 
"separate but  equal." 

Besides changing its habitation, we 
must change something else about Kite 
Lines-its price. This is not because of the 
new house, but  because of many growing 

expenses for the magazine,. especially a 
fearsome jump in postage rates. We have 
no way of "absorbing" such costs. Just 
like everyone else, we have t o  be sure our 
income covers our outgo. We made this 
tough decision knowing our readers would 
understand. T o  compensate, we are in- 
creasing the value of the magazine: it's 
larger than ever and we are improving 
its design t o  make it even more readable. 

We dread sorting ou t  the accumulations 
of 23 years on  Campfield Road, but a t  the 
same time, we are excited and happy as we 
look forward t o  our new and roomy nest. 
It will be easier for us  t o  meet your needs 
now-and t o  have visitors, too. Do remem- 

ber that and give us  
a call the  next time 
you're in Bal-oops! 
Randallstown. 

J& 
Your editor at 
work in the "old" 
Kite Lines office. 

Playing Favorites. Four of a series. 

A Thoughtful Commentary 
On The Aesthetics of The Altair. 

For me, a kite has to look as 
good as it flys. Don't get me wrong, I 
know flying is what it's all about. But 
if you're going to fly any of our 
awesome kites, fly the one that makes 
you look special - The A1tair.s This 
kite glides as well as our Feather TheA,taifl 
Deltas and darts like our Snowflake 
or Flurrie, but it's the sweeping wing 
action that makes this kite a heart- 
thumper to fly. Fly a kite that shows 
you have taste. Fly my favorite - 
The A1tair.s 

Write for our free color catalog 
KITES 

and choose your favorites. OF THE 
FOUR 
W I N D S  

100 Monument Valley Rd. 
Great Barrington, MA 0 1230 

(4 13) 528-4790 
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you enjoy it. If not, fly 
a kite as a hobby and 
do some other work. 

Largest (and nicest) sale I 
Last kite book read: Cerfs- ever made: "Selling" the 

Volants (in French) by world's largest kite for 
Store: Vlieger-Op, Weter- Lecornu (1911 edition) promotional use to 

ingkade sa, ~ S ~ S - A K  Latest promotional effort: Malaysia for April 1988 
Den Haag, Holland a television program (free transportation and 

Display spaces 2000 square (in Dutch) about kite lodging for 10 people) 
feet (200 square meters) aerial photography Favorite issue of Kite Lines: 

Hours: Shop-30 hours per Favorite flying spot: the Spring, 1986 ... the small 
week. Workshop-50 beach at Scheveningen editorial staff make such 
hours per week Specialty of the shop: kites a professional magazine 

Years in businessr 10 and building materials and ...g ood articles from 
Years profitable: 9 from all over the world outside America, too! 
Years carried Kite Lmes: 10 Most important advice I 
Owner: Gerard van der Loo ever received: Do the 

kite business as long as 

Last book read 
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Letters 

Old Fashioned Plans 
Kiting in this country is almost non-exis- 
tant, especially for adults. There is one 
company that makes a range of plastic 
kites on dowel frames, but, in my experi- 
ence, they all seem to fly like bricks! 

We do not even have the benefit of a 
coastline t o  give us the excuse of angling 
as a reason for us "big boys" playing with 
what are considered "small boy's" toys. 

Due to  a shortage of foreign currencies 
there are no space age materials available 
here-no Tyvek , Mylar , graphite-and 
not even any fiberglass, so all our kites 
have to be framed in wood and covered 
with sails of fabric or paper. 

Kite  Lines is my only source of inspi- 
ration for new designs, so may I ask if any 
readers out  there in the big wide world 
would be prepared to send me any plans 
they may have for kites that are made of 
the older type of materials? 

Brian Stapelkamp 
P.O. Box U.A. 21 0 
Harare, Zimbabwe 

Higher Commitment 
Greetings from Nebraska, and a big thank 
you for all the help and information I re- 
ceived from your magazine. 

As a student working for my Teaching 
Endorsement in Special Education, I had 
selected kites as the topic for my two- 
week unit. I worked, studied, researched, 
brainstormed, wrote letters and was 
consequently introduced to  a fantastic 
source of information: Kite  Lines. What 
a wonderful magazine. Talk about higher 
commitment, WOW! 

My job was to  present a Summer En- 
richment Experience for 180 gifted and 
talented students enrolled in the McCook, 
Nebraska, Crackerjack Program. I had not 
been a regular classroom teacher for over 
14 years, and to  bombard myself with 
these high energy 9-to-16 year olds was 
definitely a sky climbing experience. It 
was up and at  'em all day long, no little 
puffs here and there. We were in flight, so 
to speak, for two weeks. 

The curriculum I developed included 
lessons on history, customs, famous 
people, types of kites, parts and func- 
tions, design and structure, safety, uses of 
kites, storytelling, guided fantasies, scien- 
tific uses and futures in space, the Charlie 
Brown syndrome, free enterprising, mar- 





, , CLQWN SAiL lM SAILBOAT BUlTERFLY LILY IRIS SPIRAL COLUMI 
3$M S3 inch 38 inch 381-h %8 inch 38 tnch 40 inch 40 inch 
(m1) (7207) (7- (720[1) (1208) v- (7821) (781 1) 



. . . Continued 

keting and advertising, and a section of 
computer programming. 

I gathered information for  a majority 
of these lessons and events from Kite 
Lines, and put  myself above the rest. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you. I will 
continue t o  enjoy my subscription, be a 
cloud seeker and wrestle with the wind. 

A n n  Adam 
Harvard, Nebraska 

Dear Dan Leigh 
In the last 15 years, I have made and flown 
a number of Eddy kites-all with sawed 
sticks, either square or rectangular. They 
all wobbled when the wind came up. 

This season I have tried a four-leg bri- 
dle on  them, thanks t o  Clive Hart's chap- 
ter on  flying techniques in Kites: A n  His- 
torical Survey. 

There may be other methods that work, 
but  this one sure stopped the wobble on 
the dozen or  so that I have tried it on. 

Try it, and if it works for  you, too,  
spread the word. 

Harold Writer 
Seattle, Washington 

Don't Get Around Much Anymore 
I've been flying kites for  over 35 years 
and I've got a collection of a t  least 50 
kites and reels, etc. 

Years ago, before power lines were on  
the side of every road, I had a mile of 
piano wire and flew five kites on it. 

I flew kites in Rochester with Wyatt 
Brummitt. I flew kites in Bermuda a t  
Easter and helped Vincent Tuzo fly his 
record breaking kite. I went t o  Milwaukee 
via lake freighter and bought a stunt kite 
from Frank Mots, theMilwaukee kiteman. 
And I've got a delta from A1 Hartig, the  
Nantucket kiteman. I flew a kite behind a 
boat from Tampa t o  New York, won 
prizes in Toronto with kites, and taught 
many kids t o  build kites at  their schools. 

I'm in good health, but  I'm 72 years 
old and don't fly much anymore since my 
interest in kites is lagging. 

John  H. Backus 
Port Rowan, Ontario, Canada 

Correction 
A flare kite photograph accompanying 
the article "Berlin: Kites Above the  Wall" 

by Jacques Fissier in Kite Lines Winter- 
Spring 1987 (page 56) was incorrectly 
credited t o  Wolfgang Schimmelpfennig of 
Germany. The kite is part of a "family" 
of flares in a train made and flown by 

JGrgen Mdler Hansen of Denmark. 
In "Scenes from Pattaya International 

Kite Festival, Thailand" in Kite Lines 
Summer-Fall 1987 (page 51), the tour 
group attending with Dave Checkley was 
incompletely listed. It included Fred and 
Eileen Capozzoli of Newport, Rhode Is- 
land, in addition t o  the  other names given. 
Our apologies to  the  Capozzolis for this 
oversight. 

I You are invited t o  write Letters for I 
I this column and reply t o  them I 
I through our forwarding service. I 
I Any letter t o  Kite Lines may be I 

considered for publication, so please 
tell us  "not for publication" if you 
want no doubt  t o  be left about it. 
Write to:  Kite Lines, Post Office 
Box 466, Randallstown, Maryland 
21133-0466, USA. 
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What% New Kites 

Birds, Dees G Detter Dehas 
By Leonard M. Conover and Me1 and Valerie Govig, assisted by A. Pete Ianuzzi 

Big Bird 
Stan Swanson of Seattle, Washington has 
a special affinity for birds. He is especially 
intrigued with the California Condor, a 
majestic bird whose population in this 
country is at an unbelievably low 28. Stan 
is so intrigued that he named his small 
kite business the Condor Kite Company. 

Like the real-life bird, the California 
Condor kite is-in a word-awesome. The 
10-foot wingspan, the craftsmanship, the 
inventiveness and the realism all add up 
to a unique kite. 

The Condor kite starts out as pieces of 
black and white and yellow ripstop, cut 
and layered and joined together to form 
the skin and "feathers." To hold the 
wings in their outstretched position, Stan 
devised a skeletal structure of fiberglass 
rods, tubes and wooden dowels that few 
kite builders would try. 

Two solid blocks of nylon, drilled with 
holes at various angles, hold the spine and 
two pairs of wing spreaders (upper and 
lower) in position and set the dihedral. 

Each wingtip contains a fanlike ar- 
rangement of seven thin fiberglass rods, 
configured to hold the "feathers" in the 
extended position. These thin rods are 
anchored in another drilled block of 
nylon which is connected to a leading 
edge spar. Each wing also contains a ver- 

tical spar, or batten, running from leading 
to trailing edge. The lower pair of wing 
spreaders provide additional stiffness to 
the high-aspect wings. Two more thin 
fiberglass rods can be found in the head 
and "fantail" of the Condor. 

Be thankful that of the 25 "bones" 
that make up the Condor's skeleton, only 
four must be removed to collapse the kite. 

Because of the bird's wingspan, Stan in- 
stalled a set of six adjustable lines connec- 
ting the towing point of the keel with the 
vertical battens in the wings. These "bridle 
lines" prevent the wings from folding 
backward and also provide a means of 
correcting any off-center flying habits. 

Right out of the package, the Condor 
may be deceptively intimidating; assembly 
is surprisingly quick and easy. The kite 
also takes to the air with a joyful ease 
and, once in the sky, it draws almost as 
much attention as its live counterpart. In 
fact, there is something about the realism 
of the Condor kite in flight that carries 
over to moments when it is in your hand. 
You may find yourself treating it as if it 
were a living thing. -L.M.C. 

Kite Kite 
At first glance, the Swallow-Tailed Kite 
kite (yes!) appears to be just another bird 
delta. But its differences start with its 

fixed dihedral and cleverly built tail. It 
is easy to assemble, easy to fly, easy to 
understand-an end product that is typi- 
cally the most difficult t o  create. 

The Swallow-Tailed Kite's fixed dihe- 
dral allows it to fly steadily in light winds 
without slipping off to one side, and the 
tail keeps it from overflying or gliding. It 
is a rewarding high-angle bird in winds up 
to 12 mph, after which it is less predict- 
able and may fly to one side or the other. 
I suggest that the flier respect the kite's 
preferences. 

I have a special place in my heart for 
kite scholars, those-who learn and adapt 
what they have learned to their craft. Stan 
Swanson's kites suggest a breadth of kite 
lore: Lilienthal's gliders, Nishibayashi's 
bat kites, the traditions of Eddy and 
Rogallo. Stan's kites will teach you new 
things and old. -M.G. 

Busy Bee 
The Buzzing Bee by Reza Ragheb (Omega 
Kites, Aurora, Colorado) is structurally 
similar to  an Edo with rounded eyes and 
pointed wings. Assembling the kite pre- 
sents a challenge which is best confronted 
when one is sheltered from the wind. 

The Bee has a total of seven spars, all 
fiberglass. The two thin ones which give 
the eyes their round shape can be left in 

Clockwise from upper 
left: the California 
Condor, the Buzzing 
Bee, the 16-foot 
Magic Delta, the Boreal 
delta and the 
Swallow-Tailed Kite. 
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t F?\ - The Ballet 
Y' The Palm Tree ' Stunt Kite \ 

/ 

/ 

1 The Crystal Kite Co. 1320 Lakrv~ew Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 

The Crystal Kite CO. was founded in 
early 1987 by Roger Chavez I1 for two basic 
pu rposes  to manufacture original dramatic 
kites; and to bring MexicadAmerindian 
decorative arts into the kite field. 

Chief Designer for Crystal Kites is Roger 
Hyde, known equally for his aeroengineer- 
ing and artistic innovation. 

When you see Crystal Kites in your local 
kite store, we believe you will be well 
impressed by our workmanship, materials, 
and all matters of manufacturing detail, just 
as well as the concepts. 

The Ballet Stunter is being described as 
the "Baryshnikov of stunt kites" - genuinely 
a dance kite -subtle, expressive. We have a 
power stunter in the prototype stages. It 
should be a surprise. Look for it in the 
sDrine. 

A - 
The Crystal Kite Co. 
(714) 870-4546 
La Habra, California 
Cancun, Mexico 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
'1987 C.K.C. 
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at all times, but then the kite is not fully 
collapsible. The result is an odd-shaped I package-like an ice cream one-with a 
14-inch diameter head. The three vertical 
bones (one center spine and two outer 
edges) can be left in their sleeves after ini- 
tial assembly, leaving the two horizontal 
spars t o  finish the task on the field. 

With its two long rope tails, the Bee 
flew with no difficulty. But in winds 
above 12 mph, it took on a reverse curve 
in the area of the eyes which made it dip 
under the wind. The kite was easily recov- 
erable, although it repeated this dipsy 
doodle several times. 

Attention to  detail and excellent work- 
manship should be no  surprise t o  owners 
of other kites by Reza. The Bee is a fine 
example of a large display that is easy to 
handle by one person. Unlike a kite with 
an appliqued figure, the Bee's charming 
character is built in, not added on. 

Buzzing or not, the Bee has lots of per- 
sonality and Reza has achieved another 
eye pleaser. -M.G./V.G. 

Dyed Delta 
Today's market offers many mid-size 
nylon deltas. The mass production kit 
kites should not be confused with the 
Boreal product. 

In the first place, Anne Sloboda and 

Eric Curtis have successfully dyed ripstop 
nylon in dramatic silk-screened patterns. 
The delta is available in three designs: a 
red-white-blue Beau Soleil, a red-white- 
blue Thunderbird, and a black-orange- 
white Monarch Butterfly. If they were 
selling as scarves or wall hangings, likely 
they would cost in the three digit range. 

In the second place-and just as impor- 
tant-the Boreal deltas are made very 
well and fly very well. The kite launches 
easily from the hand in 4 mph winds and 
flies stably in gusts that Beaufort would 
call "moderate" or "fresh." 

There are better flying deltas, but few 
in this size. There are better looking deltas, 
but few that are so attractive without the 
expense of hand-sewn appliques. 

The Boreal delta is a pleasing combina- 
tion of good graphics and good construc- 
tion at a reasonable price. -M.G. 

More Magic 
Jerry Sinotte, the Jerry in "One of Jerry's 
Kites," has come up with new magic: a 
-16-foot delta that packs to a compact 
4 by 30 inches. For the traveler, this 
means a 50-square-foot kite that folds 
to fit diagonally into a standard 18  by 
24-inch carry-on bag. 

Jerry's new large model uses the same 
spar system that marked the earlier Magic 

Delta: hollow fiberglass spars held togeth- 
er by internal elastic cords so that, even 
disassembled, the pieces remain attached 
to each other. This makes for quick 
assembly-considering the size of the 
kite-since there is no doubt which stick 
fits t o  which other. There is also little 
chance of mixing up or losing the spars. 

And does Jerry's big one fly? Yes, right 
off the hand. 

Once in the air, on a steady wind, the 
kite looks and flies like other large deltas. 
However, at  certain times&unique split 
keel comes into effect. When the kite flies 
past the zenith (which deltas will do) or if 
the wind dies out (which winds will do), 
the keel opens, fills with air and in- 
terrupts the typical delta glide toward the 
flier. It's a simple device that works-like 
magic. 

Light on the line, even in winds of 15 
mph, Jerry's delta is easy for one person 
to control and retrieve. The kite is a big 
show that comes in a small package. 

Craftsmanship of the 16-footer is 
superb throughout. Jerry is finicky about 
the details, the reinforcement of stress 
points, even the color combinations. 

From what I have seen, Jerry stands 
behind each kite he makes, and you can 
expect long and faithful service from this 
newest Magic Delta. -M.G. 

DATA CHART 

Retail Dimensions Weight Major Porta- Assembly Dura- Wind Ease of Skill 
Name and shHpe of Kite Price (inches) (ounces) Components bility Time bility Range Launch Level 

35.00 3 3 x 6 3  5.2 ripstap, VG 0.5 min VG 5-15 F, N-la$ 
/ ,.d fibergiass 

California 250.00 4 4 x  140 16.5 ripstop, 
Condor fiberglass, 

wood 

4 .0  min 

/ - '  , 175.~0 S P  x 49 16,s ripstop, F 5.0 min G 6-12 F f-S 
fibergas$ 

Swallow-Tailed 
Kite 

ripstop, 
fiberglass, 
wood 

1.0 min N-I-S 

1IJ.M 78x 192 50.4 rip,stw, E 4-0 min VG 5.15 VG I-S 

\\\ 
fiberglnss 

NOTE: Retail price (in US dollars) is "advertised" or "suggested." Wind range (in mph) covers minimum and maximum speeds deemed suitable by our 
evaluators. Skill levels are: N-Novice, I-Intermediate, S-Skilled. Other ratings are: P-Poor, F-Fair, G-Good, VG-Very Good, E-Excellent. Dimensions (in 
inches) are in the following order: heightx width. Measurements and drawings were made with the kite standing upright on the floor facing the viewer. 
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The Dest, the Worst 6.. . 
By Leonard M. Conover and Valerie Govig 

Wunderbar! 
Dracben bauen und steigen lassen (Making 
and Flying Kites) by Wolfgang Schimmel- 
pfennig (Niedernhausen, West Germany: 
Falken-Verlag, 1987), in German, soft- 
cover, 82 pages, DM 19.80 ($12.95). 

We waited a long time to get a copy of 
this book-five months, in fact-but it was 
worth the wait. Now we wish that our 
German were on a par with our patience. 

Wolfgang Schimmelpfennig of Ham- 
burg, West Germany, makes beautiful kites 
and often takes striking photographs of 
them. That much we knew from his cor- 
respondence over a two-year period. So 
when we first saw a copy of his book in 
October 1987, we were not surprised by 
its appearance. 

Schimmelpfennig the author is gener- 
ous with color photos, mostly good t o  
excellent quality. There is minimum text, 
but the drawings are almost enough, and 
the emphasis on good new plans is refresh- 
ing. The design of the book is particularly 
pleasing and we appreciate this quality be- 
cause it is not always seen in kite books. 

This dracben bucb is so attractive that 
it may be, the incentive you need to  learn 
a few kite words in Deutsch. The draw- 
ings are so clear and understandable that 
a few words should be all you need. 

Major sections of the book cover the 
history, materials, construction and flying 
of kites. Construction plans include the 
Eddy, Eddy train, hexagon, hexagon 
train, delta, flare, "flaero-train," multi- 
flare, Nagasaki hata, Indian fighter, Sanjo 
rokkaku, janggaan from Bdi, wau bulan 
from Malaysia, parafoil, "windturbine" 
spinning windsock, delta-winged box, 
"snowflake" six-sided facet, a Peter 
Powell lookalike, and the "Vector" (a com- 
bination Hyperkite-Skynasaur-Hawaiian 
stunter). 

The plans for each kite are clear and 
complete, with an abundance of measure- 
ments and specifications (all in metric). 

A three-page fold-out chart a t  the back 
of the book shows details of sewing, spar 
joints and knots. 

The only thing missing from the book 
is a bibliography, although there is a super- 
ficial list of kite festivals along with the 
address of the Drachen Club Deutscbland. 

Schirnmelpfennig is a well-known kite 
maker and flier in his native country. He 
deserves similar recognition in other parts 

of the world, and this book should help 
bring it t o  him. 

From what we have seen-and can 
understand-we think hat Dracben bauen 
und steigen lassen is 6 e best kite book of 
1987 and we recommend it, whatever your 
native language. -L.M.C./V.G. 

Worst Ever, 2nd Edition 
Dynamite Kites: 30 Plans to Build & Fly 
by Jack Wiley and Suzanne L. Cheatle 
(Blue Ridge Summit, PA: Tab Books, 
1988), softcover, 125 pages, $8.95. 

Originally titled The Kite Building and 
Kite Flying Handbook, this is the book 
that in 1984 we crowned as the Worst Kite 
Book Ever for its "consistent worthless- 
ness." It strains our credulity that this work 
could have been considered for republish- 
ing! And revising, too-after a fashion. 

Suzanne Cheatle did make improve- 
ments. She cut down the pages from the 
bloated 278 to 125. She removed many of 
the egregious drawings (though some were 
replaced with new ones just as bad). She 
corrected most of the grammatical errors. 
She scratched the lists of dead kite shops 
and manufacturers. Tighter organization 
with better design and more attractive 
color covers make the book seem to  have 
new value. 

Beware! Painful errors still litter the 
path of any would-be kitemaker who uses 
this volume, still the champion of the bad 
kite books. -V.G. 

Rough Draft 
Kite-Folds: Aerodynamic A 4  Paper Inven- 
tions by Beth Matthews (East Malvern, 
Australia: Platypress Publishing, 1987), 
softcover, 24 pages, US$6.95. 

I have this theory that small, folded 
paper kites should be easy to  make and 
fun to  fly (and vice-versa). Oh, I under- 
stand the need for accuracy, all right, and 
I speak some origami and metric, too, but 
I have a real problem with this book. 

The illustrations and the text are ar- 
ranged in a haphazard fashion, making 
the instructions difficult to follow. Also, 
the hand lettering throughout is a real 
obstacle: before you can understand the 
instructions, you have to  decipher the al- 
phabet. That's neither easy nor fun. 

Some of the plans are spread over two 
pages, but not facing pages so you can take 
it all in at once; instead, the pages are 
back-to-back, so you must flip back and 
forth t o  follow the steps. Not easy or fun. 

Matthews explains the mountain and 
valley folds of origami, that she uses in her 
complex kites-but we hit roadblocks 
anyway. The samples we made were heavy 
for their size and made us wonder if the 
problem was us or the book. 

I would say that Kite-Folds is a good 
rough draft. With sharper illustrations, new 
text, better layout, clearer instructions, 
convertible measurements and paper sizes, 
the book would find a more appreciative 
international audience. -L.M.C. 

Flying Dutchman 
Kleine Papieren Vlie- 
gers (Small Paper 
Kites) by Harm van 
Veen (de Bilt, Neth- 
erlands: Cantecleer, 
1987), in Dutch, 
softcover, 32 pages, 
US$3.95. 

In one of the 
smallest kite books 
ever written, Harm 
van Veen has man- 
aged t c  give us an 
amazing quantity of 
quality information. 
(Perhaps we should 
expect no  less from 
the author of the - ' 1 respected classic of 

/ ~ u i c h  kite literature, 
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Sky Scrapers Kites 1 
Highland Post Office 
P.O. Box 11 149 
Denver, CO 802 1 1-0 149 
Phone 303-433-951 8 
or 303-433-7518 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Signed Limited Edition Posters 
Available on Request 

The Golden Retriever. 
Solid maple and 
guaranteed for life. 
$14.95 postpaid. 

1414 Hill Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(313) 761-7435 

W h d  New Books . . . Continued 

Vliegers Zelf Maken, sometimes referred 
to as the Dutch Pelham. 

Van Veen obviously prepared this 
little book with the care and attention to 
detail that mark his other work, including 
his own little kites. The book is educa- 
tional, fun and easy to read; the kites are 
charming, fascinating and easy to make. 

This mini book includes mini discourses 
on the history of small paper kites, paper 
(weight, stiffness, color, size), glue, tape, 
tools, string, spools, bamboo (splitting 
and bending), pockets for spars, bridles 
and flying techniques. 

There are clear simple plans for 10 
small paper kites, including a Thai cobra, 
bird, box, winged box, butterfly and five 
more. All of the kites have at least one 
spar, typically horizontal. 

Van Veen loves small paper kites, and 
he is a master of them. In this little gem 
of a book, he shares his affection and skill 
with us. -L.M.C. 

Thoroughly Un-Modern 
Making and Flying Modern Kites by Jim 
Rowlands (London, England: Dryad Press, 
1988), hardcover, 127 pages,* 9.95 (about 
$18.70). 

Nowadays a kite book can be a victim 
of modern technology: by the time a 
"new" kite book passes through the pub- 
lisher's doors it is no longer "new." On 
the other hand, these fast-changing times 
are not an excuse for poor planning, 
faulty design, useless illustrations, careless 
errors and patronizing text-all of which 
mar Making and Flying Modern Kites. 

There is not a single black-and-white 
photograph of a kite in the book, which 
leads me to suspect that the four pages of 
color photos were slipped in as an after- 
thought. There are many black-and-white 
drawings, but their inconsistency of size, 
style, angle and accuracy is more of a 
hindrance than a help. There are other 
illustrations which are just plain silly and/ 
or a waste of space. The only good draw- 
ings in the book were copied from Greger, 
~ o u l t o n  and Pelham. 

At first glance, the writing resembles 
the typical "chatty" British style. Upon 
closer inspection, it is merely confusing 
and inadequate. The tiny section on "glass 
reinforced plastics" leaves the reader with 
more questions than answers. This is fol- 
lowed by a paragraph in which "alloy 
tube" is recommended for large kites, 
despite its notbrious penchant for buck- 
ling (as opposed to bending and springing 
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Boreal 
Kites 

SE 
Gothic Design 

R.R.4 
St. Thomas, Ontario 
CANADA N5P 3S8 

(519) 775-2527 
wholesale/retail 

f -  DYNA - KITE 
controline stunter 

A 
A . Available in three models - stuntmaster (36" high x 44" span) 

4 0 ~  flightmaster (29" high x 35" span) 
trainmaster (23" high x 26" span) 

/ j  \ The three sizes, precisely propor- 
tioned, can be mixed and/or 
matched In traln (smaller to larger, 
bottom to top) for custom stacking 
to s u ~ t  existing winds or conditions 

DYNA - KITE CORP 

P 0. Box 402 Chicopee, MA 01021 (413) 592-3615 
- INFORMATION INCLUDING FLIGHT INSTRUCTIONS ON REQUEST - 

I \\ 
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CONDOR 

company 
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GET 

EQUIPPEDTM 
real graphite for your stunter 

"THE CHOICE OF THE PROS 
Ask for more information: 

Skyrod &Jet Klte 
"Dolly" or ''Red" McClarren 

1080s N.E. 183rd Street 
MIeground, WA 98604 

206-687-2947 
or our answering machine: 

206.687.5608 

back)-not to mention the hazard of 
electrical conductivity. 

In the section on kite line, Rowlands 
describes monofilament as "quite suitable 
for kites." He also says that it tangles 
very easily, is difficult to knot, has low 
resistance to abrasion and has a tendency 
to  stretch. That's "quite suitable"? 

The construction plans are seriously 
lacking in detail. And on more than a few 
pages, the illustrations do not match the 
text, and the text leaves you searching for 
nonexistent illustrations. Perhaps the 
author did not concern himself with the 
drawings or the book's design; other 
writers have paid a similar price for this 
kind of inattention. 

It is unfortunate when an author 
makes an honest attempt to present the 
newest developments only to have the 
technology change before the ink dries in 
the book. It is another matter entirely 
when an author tries to pass off hasty 
research as today's news. 

I do not know the circumstances under 
which Rowlands wrote this book. I do 
know that it does not fulfill the promise 
of its title. -L.M.C. 

For the Birds 
Kites for Kiwis (*) by Colin McGeorge 
(Auckland, New Zealand: Reed Methuen 
Publishers Ltd., 1987), softcover, 46 
pages, NZ$9.95 (about US$6.00). 

This is not one of those books which, 
once you pick i t  up, you can't put down. 
Quite the opposite: it's very easy to put 
down. 

Mr. McGeorge, whose "interest in kites 
began as a 'whimsical thing' when he made 
one for his daughter," has written this 
book with a very narrow frame of refer- 
ence-his own. Even though he has read " 

various and foreign kite books and "an 
American kite magazine," he does not 
think they hold any particular value for 
his countrymen/women. He sets himself 
up as a censor, assuming that all his read- 
ers live within walking distance of Canter- 
bury or Riccarton, and know where to 
find Placemakers . . . or Donaghy's Poly- 
string. A very narrow viewpoint, indeed. 
Why not tell one's readers what is avail- 
able and let them choose for themselves? 

*A "kiwi" is a flightless bird (genus Apteryx) 
with rudimentary wings, stout legs, long bill 
and grayish-brown hairlike plumage. The word 
is also used as a nickname for a native or 
resident of New Zealand. It is not certain for 
which kiwi this book is better suited. 



But perhaps we should solicit a second 
opinion. Here's what Bob Maysmor, Sec- 
retary of the New Zealand Kitefliers Asso- 
ciation wrote to us: 

"Your sentiments about Kites for Kiwis 
are probably fair comment. It took me 
three or four tries to  get into it and on 
each occasion I failed. The retail outlets 
and brand names of materials that he 
[Colin McGeorge] mentions are well 
known to virtually all New Zealanders- 
remember, we are a tiny country. . .You 
must realize that we are confronted with 
an endless array of materials and outlets 
within American kiting books-just what 
is Elmer's glue, anyway? . . . 

"(The book) will probably do quite 
well in New Zealand . . . as an intro- 
duction to kiting-hopefully families will 
cope. For the enthusiast kiter, the book 
lacks stimulation." 

But before we dismiss the book too 
quickly, we must mention its one unusual 
-and redeeming-kite: the manu taratahi, 
one of the traditional kites of the ancient 
Maori people. The complete building in- 
structions are worth the price of the book, 
but you may have trouble finding the 
toetoe stems, the raupo leaves and the 
flax for lashing. . . -L.M.C. 

Seven Kites, No Thanks 
Seven Kites by David Gomberg (Salem, 
OR: Cascade Kites, 1987), 49 pages, $4.95. 

"Most kitemaking books seem to have 
been published for engineers or profes- 
sional seamstresses," says David Gomberg. 
"Seven Kites was written for everyone else." 

Now doesn't that just make you gag? 
Especially because the book falls very 
short of its billing, containing nothing 
that is new enough to please experienced 
kiters and nothing that is complete 
enough to satisfy novices. For example, 
the section on tails doesn't explain their 
functions or effects, it merely gives glib 
advice. In fact, the whole book is made of 
advisories rather than real instruction. 
And why Gomberg suggests hot-sealing 
fabric edges by searing them over an open 
candle flame we'll never know. 

This is a book based on sheets handed 
out in the author's kitemaking classes. In 
a class you can make up for shortcomings 
in written material by showing just what 
you mean. A book calls for a lot better 
illustration than that. 

Unattractive in appearance and tone, 
this well-intentioned but sloppy book 
might help you make sloppy kites. -V.G. 

the original Wench Omithoptef ' 

&at wholesale prices nationally 
t your nearest 

Packaged with English instructions 

Same day shipment 
or information. 

Also available - flying bird T-shirts. 
posten, and extra rubber bands 

COVENTRY SALES 
11  1 Third Ave., Suite 9C 
New York, N V  10003 
info.: 2121254-9858 
shipping: 2161371-9701 
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The Rte Lines Bookstore w e  run the Kite Lines Bookstore as a service and this is not 
to be construed as an endorsement of any title. But we do srvihg the kite/$ regding needs by mail parantee your satisfaction with our services. we want YOU to 
feel just as if you were in the town bookstore, picking up 

If your nearest kite or book store doesn't have the kite books you books and looking them over. When one is wrong for you, you can put 
want, try us, the Kite Lines Bookstore. i t  back on our shelf. No questions asked. 

We make a point of carrying nearly all the kite titles that are in We've noticed some trends in kite book publishing to take titles out 
print-even some that cost us a lot of trouble and expense to obtain. of print and to hike up prices suddenly. We suggest that if you are a 

Our collection grows and changes as we hunt out new kite books for serious collector of kite literature, you will be wise not to delay. Snap 
you. We invite your suqqestions for new titles or improved service. up the books you want NOW! 

Bessatsu Bijutsu 
Tecbo (Fine Arts 

SPECIAL 
PURCHASE! Edo Dako (Edo Kites) by 

Masaaki Modegi, in 
Japanese and English. 
Full-color, elegant pictorial 
tribute to  Shingo Modegi 
(Masaaki's father) and 
master kitemaker Teizou 
Hashimoto. A kite book to 
treasure. Beautiful printing. 
Hardcover, 78 pp., $39.95 

Nibonno Tako 1 
Journal), in 
Japanese. Special 
edition (Winter 
1982) with more 
than 300 color 
photos plus 

articles by Japanese kite authors. 
Softcover, 216 pp., $16.95 

(Kites of Japan) 
bv Kazuo Niisaka. 1 
in Japanese. First ! 
edition (1978). 1 
One of the most ' 
exquisite works 7 
of kite literature available. A monumental effort: over 
10 x 14 inches, weighs 5 pounds, contains 315 pages 

Sosaku Tsure Dako (Kite Trains) by Eiji 
(253 in full color). Rare find from publisher's limited 
supply. Double-boxed hardcover, $249 (no airmail). 

Ohashi, in Japanese. Innovative designs and 

/ con~truction~techni~ues. Clear plans and 
i detailed drawings include the Expansible Tori Dako 

Box. Color pho;os. Softcover, 56 pp., $16.95 
Ana Aki Dako, Panem Dako (Vented Cellular 
Kites, Panel Kites) by Eiji Ohasbi, in Japanese. 

(Bird Kites) by 
Shuhei Goto, 
in Japanese. 
Detailed plans 
for 3-D birds 
include full- 
size seagull. 
Softcover, 
72 pp., $14.95 
Habatake Tori Dako (Flapping Bird Kites) by Shuhei 
Goto, in Japanese. Full-size patterns for three bird kites 
plus 20-page booklet of plans. Boxed softcover, $14.95 

Creative ~onfi~uratibns-for the used-to-be 
basic box (clock, sunflower, dice, flag, etc.). 
Softcover, 60  pp., $14.95 

Tako Tsukun (Kite Making) by Tadao Saito, in Japanese. Originally 
published in 1975. A chock-full, pocket-size mini-reference with lots 
of information on classic Japanese kites. Excellent color photos with 
small illustrations show frame structure and bridle points. Contains 

small chapter (10 pp.) on foreign kites. Softcover, 160 pp., $5.95 

Hikoki Dako (Airplane Kites) Majiku Dako (Magic Kites) by Hansen Dako (Ship Kites) by 
by Koji Hasebe, in Japanese. -I- - -r-' Takaji Kuroda, in Japanese. .Morio Yajima, in Japanese. 
Easy plans for sophisticated '*" Detailed plans for convertible Includes excellent illustrations, 
cellular kites with wings and * . boxes and "cubic" kites that numerous details, plus color 
fins. Plans include modern fold, flip and fly upside down. photos of ships in flight, both 
jets, the Concorde and a UFO. ' G  Sleds and traditional Japanese single- and multi-masted. 
Some color photos. kites, too. Color photos. Fascinating and challenging. 
Softcover, 54 pp., $14.95 Softcover. 77 pp.. $14.95 Softcover, 66 pp., $14.95 

Make Mine Fly 
Vol. 1 by Helen 
Bushell. Basic 
aerodynamic 
theories plus 
full-size pattern 

for Trefoil. Softcover, 40 pp., $3.95 
Make Mine Fly Vol. 2-6 by Helen 
Bushell. A far-ranging collection of 
tips and plans. For beginners and/or 
experts. Softcover, 70 pp., $3.95 

Kites for Krowds 
of Kids by Ed 
Baxter and 
Richard Davey. 
Clear plans for 
11 kites plus 
accessories. 
Good advice 
for workshops. 
Softcover, 

1 KITE-FOLDS 
LEROOINAMIC An PnPiR NViNTlONS 

Kite-Folds by 
Beth Matthews. 
Plans for 12 
kites made from 
standard &&F% - 
of paiPe'C plus 
tbQ&%y$%lope. 
C r ~ r  designs, 
casual text. 
Softcover, 
24 pp., $6.95 24 pp., $3.95 

"'""""9 
4 *=Vr e p d  

Drachen bauen und steigen lassen (Makingand $$B&&g 
Flying Kites) by Wolfgang Schimmelpfennig, &b#44~4 

,*&*ha- b a r  
in German. The best new kite book of 1987. J&#F&~%%* 
Excellent drawings, photography and &;k$g:f~4 ::%$*$&$$ selection of kites (Indonesian janggaan and &g$sa Malaysian wau bulan) plus trains, stunters, 

zzzz+cg9gg facets, fighters and accessories. Chapters on e~x-z-Zf  

Dracben aus aller Welt (Kites from 
Everywhere) by Werner Backes, in 
German. A 40-kite sampler from 
around the world.  lea; illustrations 
and fine photography. Includes the 
wau bulan. Softcover, 128 pp., $12.95 
Dracben einfacb und scbnell nebaut 
(Quick and Easy ~ i t e m a k i n ~ y  by 
Werner Backes, in German. An 

accurate, colorful introductory volume. Softcover, 6 4  pp., $8.95 

#awAaqaqs?~*@* / history, materials, construction, aerodynamics, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : : E &  qrensms -$-ve* 
flying techniques, photography, knotb, etc. a;$k:&a2 
Color throughout. Softcover, 128 pp., $12.95 C = Y i X ~ ~ O  

fi33xkEeE@i 
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Bermuda Kites by 
Frank Watlington. 

traditional methods 
and materials (flour 

Quaint, charming, 
and fun. Softcover, 24 pp., $2.95 

Fun With Kites by John 
and Kate Dyson. Few 
details, simplistic kites. 
(Revised excerpt from 
original 1976 edition.) 
Softcover, 31 pp., $4.95 
Kite Cookery by Don 
Dunford. Plans for four 

IS theories, aerodynamics 
In. Softcover, 47 pp., $2.95 

Leijani (Kites) by 
Marten Bondestam, 
in Finnish.Unusual, 
art-inspired designs. 
Many black-and- 
white photos 
and illustrations. 
(Out-of-print, few 
copies left.) Soft- 
cover, 80 pp., $12.95 

Cerfs-Volants (Kites) by Daniel 
Picon, in French. Clear and 
colorful illustrations and 
photos show numerous 
construction details. Plans 
include several unique French 
kites (the P.T.T. and Plano). 
Understandable, refreshing, 
enjoyable and a bargain, too. 
Softcover, 80 pp., $7.95 

Sarkanyepites (Kites) by 
Istvan Bodoczky, in 
Hungarian. Wide selection 
of plans from the classic t o  
the modern, including 
some commercial designs 
(Flexifoil and Dunford). 
Also one-of-a-kind kites 

(Three Mile Island Delta). Fine illustrations 
and color photos. Hardcover, 207 pp., $16.95 

Costruire Aquiloni (Kite 
Making) by Maurizio 
Angeletti, in Italian. Plans 
include the centipede and 
numerous multi-pointed 
flat stars. Scale drawings. 
Accurate bridling. Black- 
and-white with 1 3  color 

pages. (This book is a revised edition of the 
1984 hardcover.) Softcover, 212 pp., $13.95 

aken (Making Kites 
arm van Veen, in 
ve selection of 

Harm van Veen, in 
Dutch. Expertly 
crafted. Softcover, 

Kites For 

made from local vegeta@?W%ate 
drawings and photoil&"a:@kal (New 
Zealand) text and m&erlals require 
translat~ng. Softcover, 46 pp., $6.95 and colorful. Softcot 

Chinese Kites by 
Kin Kan Hsieh and 
Susan M. Hsieh, in 
Chinese and (not 
very good) English. 
Many illustrations 
and photos (like o n  
a vacation trip). 
Adequate text  is 
informative, but  not  
over-detailed. Large 

rer, 84 pp., $14.95 



BACK ISSUES o f  K I T E  L INES k i ter  need never miss an issue 
offer a wealth o f  in format ion entirely. The microfiche may  
and ideas. Many readers regard be read in almost any l ibrary 
K I T E  LINES as more an educa- and paper copies can be made 
t ional reference source than a o n  special copiers. 
magazine because o f  the t ime- Use the order f o r m  in this 
less and hard-to-f ind nature o f  issue or wr i te  t o  us about your  
i ts contents. A n d  because new needs and we w i l l  t r y  t o  match 
in format ion keeps popping u p  y o u  u p  w i t h  someone w h o  has 
in kit ing, we don' t  expect t o  back issues for  sale. 
repeat ourselves editorial ly. A partial l ist o f  the contents 

O f  oi lr  24 back issues, only o f  al l  back issues is  given below. 
t w o  are st i l l  available in paper 
copies, but al l  24 are obtainable Back issues i n  Paper, $3.00 
o n  microfiche, so the serious O n  Microfiche, $2.50 

SPRING 1977 (Vol. 1 No. 1) Microfiche On ly  
Outrigger Ki te Plans, Brummitt 's Ki te Categories, Exhibits in New York 
and Paris; Paul Garber Profile, T w o  Marconi Ki te Plans; Festivals o f  
Japan, Magazine's History; Tail Talk ;  Paper Bag Kite; Glue Gun Use. 

SUMMER-FALL 1981 (Vol. 4 No. 1) Microfiche On ly  
Cerf-Volant Aerial Photo Winners; Mastering Nylon-Tyrrel l ;  Marshalls: 
Father & Son; Big Compass Plans; M K S  Ki te Retreat; Francis Vi lbe Pro- 
file; John White's HARDEC,  KiteIHelicopter Confl ict;  New Records. 

SUMMER 1977 (Vol .  1 No. 2) Microfiche On ly  
Which is the Perfect Ki te? People-Lifting Kites; Van Gilder's Delta Train; 
Van Sant's Trampolines. Proposed Standards for  Wor ld Records; New 
Stunt Kites, Greger's Dutch Kite; Profile of Mike Weletyk. 

F A L L  1977 (Vol. 1 No. 3) Microfiche Only 
Guatemalan Kites, Ansel Toney Profile, Selecting a Tail. Seagull Delta; 
Ki te Fishing in Oregon and Micronesia; Reels Analyzed; Seattle Exhib i t .  
Greger's Vietnamese Kite, Aluminuzed Mylar and the Sycamore, CA Fire. 

WINTER 1977-78 (Vol .  1 No. 4) Microfiche On ly  
Medieval Dragon by Hart, Stacked Delta by Thorburn; Tetrahedral 
Symposium; England's Jubilee Year; Shipping Kites b y  Ingraham; Sleds 
w i th  Hundreds of Kids (Hundreds o f  Smiles). 

SPRING-SUMMER 1978 (Vol. 2 No. 1) Microfiche On ly  
Rogallo Corner Ki te,  L ~ n c o l n  Chang's Rokkaku, J.C. Young Profile; 
Flexifoils; K i te Festivals; Spendlove's Taxonomy o f  Kites Poster, Figure 
Ki t ing by Braswell, Le Cerf-Volant Club de France. Ki te Safety. 

SPRING 1979 (Vol. 2 No. 2) Microfiche On ly  
Reels Round-up; Van Gilder's Reel; Tokyo  and Smithsonian Museum 
Exhibits; Streeter in  Paris; Kites in the Wilderness; Nirvana in  Nags Head. 
Braswell's two-string Delta; Stephen Bernstein's Chinese Bird. 

SUMMER 1979 (Vo l .  2 No. 3) Micro f i che  O n l y  
F low Form K i te  Plans, Marshall's New Nylon Cutt ing Technique, A K A  
First Meeting and Grand National Ki te Festival in Ocean City, Maryland; 
The Sky is Big Enough for A l l  o f  Us by Brummit t ;  A l t i tude Record. 

F A L L  1979 (Vo l .  2 No. 4) Microf iche On ly  
Sri Lanka Craftsmanship; Monumental i ty in  Kites; Giant Kites o f  Japan 
and the Bedsheet O'Dako. Louise Crowley Profile; K i te Fishing f rom a 
Lighthouse b y  Trebilcock; A r t  Kurle's Super Conyne Plans. 

WINTER 1979-80 (Vo l .  3 No. 1) Microf iche On ly  
Rotors Reviewed; Grauel's Shooting Ar row and Bull's Eye Target Kites; 
Ham's Parafoils; Allison's Death; Robinson's Facet Kite; Streeter on  the 
Flexifoi l ;  The Miracle o f  Sagamihara; Ki l l  Devil Hills, NC; Manassas, V A .  

SPRING-SUMMER 1980 (Vol .  3 No. 2) Microfiche On ly  
Searching for the Real Will Yolen. Tetrahedral Variations b y  Bevan 
Brown; Ki te Aerial Photography: Who's Done i t  and How; Shirone's 
Largest Kite; How t o  Bridle a Japanese Giant b y  Van Gilder. 

F A L L  1980 (Vol. 3 No. 3) Microfiche On ly  
Scheveningen, Netherlands Festival; Kites as A r t  by Streeter; World 
Records in  Kit ing; E.C.C.'s Largest Kite; Asymmetrical Kites; Kuroda's 
Convertibles; Spendlove's 14d, Piney Mountain Hornbeam Sled. 

WINTER-SPRING 1981 (Vol .  3 No. 4) Microfiche On ly  
Dieppe Festival b y  Fissier; Sled History by Scott; Cambaflare b y  Gilbey; 
The Falcon Kite; What is DELTA?;  Ki t ing in Bangkok; Kites vs. Model 
Airplanes; Indoor Duration Record; Ki te Club Directory; much more. 

FIRST Q U A R T E R  1982 (Vol .  4 No. 2) Microfiche On ly  
Best o f  Show-Verschoor; Sky A r t  Conference; Fighter Kites-How t o  
Pick & Wield Your Weapon; India's Utran; Scheveningen Album; Venice 
Pier, C A  and Singapore Festivals; Grauel's Flapper; New Pelham Book. 

WINTER-SPRING 1983 (Vol .  4 No. 3) Microfiche On ly  
Detroit  Convention Panorama Picture-Bailey. Blackheath, England; Coup 
de Vent & Maebishi Festivals, Rokkaku Challenge; Harpers Ferry Delta, 
Kites o f  Trinidad; Peter Lynn  Box;  Adrian Conn Profile; New Reels. 

SUMMER-FALL 1983 (Vol. 4 No. 4) Microfiche On ly  
The Eye o f  Tyrus Wong; South Afr ican Ki te Fishing-Turton, Space 
Shutt le Cut-Out Kite-Hux; Small Kites-Bigge; Singapore '83-Gunn. 
Deaths o f  Steve Edeiken, Tan Siak Yam and David Turner. 

SPRING 1984 (Vol. 5 No. 1) Microfiche On ly  
Shirone's Giant K i te  Battle; Round Pond Fliers; Al ick Pearson Roller, 
For t  Worden Ki te Retreat; George Peters Cartoons; Ki te Nomenclature; 
Your Line: I t  Flies, too! ;  Stunt Ki te Comparison; Henri Huttges Profile. 

S U M M E R - F A L L  1984 (Vol. 5 No. 2)  Microfiche On ly  
Ohashi's Trains and Expansible Boxes; Singapore '84; lnternational Expo- 
sition o f  Small Kites (Ful l  Size Plans); Directory o f  KiteClubs; New World 
Records; Caldwell's Counter-Rotating Box; More Stunt  Kites. 

SPRING 1985 (Vol. 5 No. 3) Microfiche On ly  
The Great Kites o f  Bali; Mama-sans!-World's First Women's Ki te Team; 
Tucson Museum of A r t  Exhib i t ;  Original Conyne Found; Hotcakes Kite; 
Stunter Nomenclature; Wil l  Yolen; Wyat t  B rummi t t ;  World Records. 

SUMMER-FALL 1985 (Vol. 5 No. 4) Paper o r  Microfiche 
The Italian Ki te Renaissance; Cervia Bellissima; The Hossle Himmelbett;  
Mama-sans in  Europe; Guinness Ki te Records Dialogue; The Alex Dunton 
Light Wind Delta-Box; Spli t t ing Bamboo; Ki te and Book Reviews. 

SPRING 1986 (Vol. 6 No. 1) Microfiche On ly  

Scheveningen, Netherlands; Long Beach, Washington; San Diego, Califor- 
nia; 1986 K i te  Calendar-Almanac-Poster; T ips& Techniques; Death o f  Wil l  
Yolen; Woglom Parakite; The J - ( 7 . 5 ~ 2 )  Parafoil; Singing Line; Guinness. 

SUMMER 1986 (Vol. 6 No. 2) Microfiche On ly  
People Socks b y  Oscar & Sarah Bailey; The East Coast Stunt Ki te Champ- 
ionships, Chicago Hook & Ladder Flexifoils; One Sky, One World; The 
Brandes Flare; Team Combat; International Rokkaku Challenge. 

WINTER-SPRING 1987 (Vol. 6 No. 3) Microfiche On ly  
Thai Kites; Really Small Kites b y  Sotich; Stunt Ki te Records; Budget 
Delta Stunter b y  Jarvie; Berlin, Germany by Fissier; A n  Award for 'Hod' 
Taylor; K i te Club Directory; Calendar-Almanac-Poster; and more. 

SUMMER-FALL 1987 (Vol. 6 No. 4) Paper o r  Microfiche 
The Pattaya Festival and Song Hong Kites o f  Thailand; Kool-Aid K i te  
Colors; New Twists in  Stunting; H o w  t o  Make 2700 Kites in  3 Days; 
Heat Sealing Plastic; Death o f  Tony Cyphert and Ansel Toney; Records. 
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introducing 

State-of-the-art kite rods of 
real graphite, wound with precision. 

tight air? Skyrod-equipped kites 
are the only ones up. We offer the 
Jet Kite stunter as well as "hop-up" 

kits for many popular stunt kites. 

"THE CHOICE OF THE PROS" 

Ask for more information: 
Skyrod &Jet Kite 

"Dolly" or "Red" McClarren 
10805 N.E. 183rd Street 

Battleground, WA 98604 
206-687-2947 

or our answering machine: 
206-687-5608 

p efl! Makes Kite Flying A Breeze 
CAREY'S DUAL CONTROL POCKET KITE WINDER 

Patent No. D260.479 

The Kite Winder CAREY 111 
Designed for small kites. 

you 've been waiting for! (Weight - 6 OZ.) Each $5.98 

At your nearest kite store. CCRErs  DUAL CONTROL 
POCKET KITE WINDER 
Carey 111 can also be used for dual control lines by 
tying a loop on each line and placing one over 
each end of the winder. With it you can wind up 
130 feet of line in 30 seconds - tangle free. 

You can take in or let out line rapidly with a 
simple two-handed rotating motion with all three 
Careys. 

HIGH STRENGTH yet light-weight injection 
molded plastic in the popular dayglow colors: 
ROCKET RED, CORONA MAGENTA, AURORA 

Postage & 
Handling $2.00 

PINK, BLAZE ORANGE, SATURN YELLOW, 
I: HIGH STRENGTH yet light-weight SIGNAL GREEN and HORIZON BLUE. UPS in the U.S.A. 

(Calif. residents add state sales tax) CAREY I1 and CAREY I WINDERS. Use proper test line for your kite. Dacron line is 
recommended. Will hold 1100 feet. 

Best wholesale prices nationwide. Available in dayglow colors. 
Dealer inquin'es inuited. NOTE: For Dacron line only. Nylon or m o n e  Winder can be used for the 

filament lines should not be used on due 1. YOU can wind up "Tube" or "Stunt" tails, tangle 

CAREY'S KITE WINDER to  stretch. (Weight - 8 02.) free and ready for use. 

7671 North Avenue 
Each $9.98 2. Plumb line 

CAREY I1 SUPER STRENGTH 3. Baseball line marking cord 
Lemon Grove, CA 92045 Designed for Snowflakes, Flow Fonn Parafoils, and 4. Fishing line 
(619) 697-8557 . (619) 697-2405 Deltas. Available in high visibility red. 5. Many other uses limted only by one's 

(Weight - 10 02.) Each $13.98 imagination. 
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The Goble Starbox 
By Margaret Greger 

ill Goble of Portland, Oregon, says 
that he developed his Starbox as a 

natural progression from the facet kite 
design. (We at Kite Lines think the kite is 
closer genetically to a Professor Waldof. 
If you were to say that the Starbox is a 
combination of a facet and a Waldof-a 
Waldofacet?-you would get no argument 
from us.) 

The Starbox is easy to make, once the 
sewing sequence is understood, but it does 
require a lot of little steps repeated a lot 
of times. (The kite is made from the in- 
side out.) Bill's method, in which each side 
of each cell is a separate piece, depends 
on trimming and sealing stacked edges 
with a hot knife. None of the edges are 
hemmed. A hot tacker is also required. 

Multiple pieces permit uncounted vari- 
ations of color combinations. These in- 
structions for a six-pointed Starbox use 
white for the center panels, light blue for 
the middle panels, medium blue for the 
outer panels and dark blue for the wings. 
In general, dark wings serve to brighten 
the lighter core colors. (Specifying colors 
makes it easier to write directions, too.) 
The colors you choose are limited only 
by your personal taste and your stock of 
sailcloth. 

Your first Starbox may be slow going, 
but if you proceed to a second and third, 
you will find shortcuts which expedite 
construction. For example, all the cell 
sandwiches for each box can be tacked 
and trimmed before stitching. 

Chain stitching-feeding one piece into 
the sewing machine right after another 
and clipping them apart when all are 
sewn-works for sewing pockets to wings 
and some other steps. 

Like all box kites, the Starbox should 
be tightly stretched to the frame. Flabby 
cells equal poor performance. The string 
loops which are pulled into the notches 
on the spar tips are the points of adjust- 
ment. Time and humidity can work 
against proper tension. To tighten loops, 
tie another knot. Give yourself space to 
maneuver by beginning with loops and 
spars slightly longer than required. 

Precision in cutting and stitching is 
essential. Instead of cutting the cell panels 
individually, make a pattern (61/2ll x 4011) 
and cut strips across the width of the 
material. Cut cell sections from strips. 
All the pieces of the kite-except the 
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wings-should be cut so that their edges 
align with the grain of the fabric. For the 
wings, the two short edges align with the 
grain; the long edge is cut on the bias. 

Bill Goble also makes eight-point triple 
box kites, some of them with delta wings 
replacing two of the short spreader wings. 
This six point double Starbox is Bill's 
simplest version. 

Tools 
In addition to the "usual" kite-making 
tools, such as knife, scissors and straight- 
edge, you will need a hot knife, a hot 
tacker, a hacksaw (or thin saw blade) and, 
of course, a sewing machine. 

Materials 
6 dowels 311611 diameter x 2311 for the 

longerons 
3 dowels 11411 diameter x 471 for the 

spreaders 
10 feet of 30-pound test braided line 

(nylon or polyester) for loops and bridle 
4 yards of ripstop nylon at least 4111 

wide (1 yard of each color). This is enough 
fabric to make at least two kites, if you 
alternate the color scheme. To make a 
monotone or two-color kite, you will 
need only two yards of fabric. 

Remember 
Trim away 3/41! with hot knife where spe- 
cified. Dotted lines in diagrams are stitch- 
ing lines. Backstitch ends of all seams. 

Measure Twice, Cut Once 
Cut all the individual pieces listed below. 
Use a hot knife and straightedge. Keep 
the grain (weave) of the fabric aligned 
with the edge of each rectangular piece. 
For the wings, align the grain with the 
two short sides, not  the long side. 

6 pieces 61/21! x 811 for the center 
panels (white) 

24 pieces 61/21! x 4%" for the middle 
panels (light blue) 

24 pieces 61/21! x 811 for the outer 
panels (medium blue) 

6 triangular pieces 1011 x 2011 (see 
diagram) for the wings (dark blue) 

6 pieces 91/21! x 211 for spreader sleeves 
(dark blue) 

6 pieces 2011 x 23/4ll for longeron 
sleeves (dark blue) 

18 pieces 311 x 1?411 for loops (dark blue) 

One Step a t  a Time 
1. Fold the wing pieces in half, point 

to point along the long edge. Crease along 
the centerline and press. 



19. Hot trim the edges carefully so as 
not to remove too much of the looplsleeve 
assembly. Repeat 5 times. 

20. Stitch the wing/loop/sleeve/panel 
assembly together, along the hot trimmed 
edge (from top to bottom of wing). Re- 

w i n g  it all together 
1. Cut 18 pieces of braided line, each 

511 in length. (Tip: to cut little bits of 
line, take cardboard 5" wide and make 

through the line at top and bottom of 
SPREADER SLEEVE 

2. Notch both ends of each spar about 
?411 deep with thin-blade saw. Make sure 
that notches are aligned. 

3. Insert longerons in sleeves. 
4. Insert one string loop through each 

fabric loop. Tie knot and then pull string 
loops through notches and adjust tension 
to keep fabric taut. 

5. Insert spreader spars in wing sleeves 
the same way. Tie spreader spars together 
in the center, where they intersect. 

2. Fold all sleeve and loop pieces in Repeat 11 times. 
half lengthwise. Crease and press. 11. Trim away ?4 11 from each tacked Pick a Corner 

3. Seal the folded sleeve and loop piec- edge with the hot knife. Repeat 11 times. Any one of the 12 corners of the kite can 

es by trimming away ?411 with hot knife. 12. Stitch each panel sandwich together be used for the towing point. Pick one. 
4. Fold six of the loop pieces (to form along the cut edge. Repeat 11 times. Tie a loop in each end of a 2411 length 

the loops) and,hot tack one to one end of 13. Bring middle panels (light blue) of flying line. Slip one end of this bridle 
each 94111 spreader sleeve piece. Position together forming diamond-shaped cells line through the fabric loop at the end of 

the loops as shown in Fig. 1A. with two white sides and two light blue one longeron. Wrap the loop around the 
5. ~ o t  tack the six loop/sleeve assem- sides. Hot tack the outer edges together, dowel and pass the free end through the 

blies to each wing piece along the crease closing the cells. Repeat 11 times. loop (creating a lark's head). 
line, as shown in Fig. 1 ~ .  Stitch together 14. Sandwich hot tacked middle panel Attach your flying line to the loop at 
along the tacked lines. (light blue) between two outer panel the free end of the bridle. 

6. Fold the remaining 12 loop pieces pieces (medium blue), aligning outer 
and hot tack one to each end of the 2011 edges. Hot tack the layers together along Flying 
longeron sleeve pieces (Fig. 2A). the outer edge. Repeat 11 times. For a multi-celled kite, the Goble Starbox 

7. Hot tack the longeron looplsleeve 15. Trim away 4411 from each tacked is quite light. (The Kite Lines model tips 
assemblies to the wing pieces, on the op- edge with the hot knife. Repeat 11 times. the scale at 7.5 ounces.) Like most box 
posite side of the spreader sleeve, one to  16. Stitch each panel sandwich together kites, it shows inherent stability and re- 
each wing along the long edge (Fig. 2B). along the cut edge. Repeat 11 times. sponds directly to wind level. Tumbling 
Do not trim or stitch yet. Wait for Step 18. 17. Bring outer panels (medium blue) cannot be induced as with similar kites, 

8. Fold six center panels (white) in half together to  form diamond-shaped cells but one can revolve it in the sky for ad- 
widthwise (bringing short sides together). with two light blue sides and two medium miration from several views. 0 
Crease and press along the fold line. 

9. Stack center panels (opened flat) in 
two groups, three in each stack. Hot tack, 
then stitch along center crease. 

10. Sandwich each center panel between 
two middle panel pieces (light blue), align- 

blue sides. Hot tack outer edges together, 
closing the cells. Repeat 11 times. 

18. Align tacked edges of outer panels 
(medium blue) with inner edge of wings 
(dark blue), making a sleeve/wing/cell 
sandwich, one cell assembly at the top of 

BILL GOBLE, 66, of Portland, Oregon, 
started making kites about five years ago. 
Bill says of the Starbox: "Like other box 
kites, i t  will drop rapidly during lulls. I 
think this leads t o  the im~ression that 

ing the o u k r  edges. Hot tack the three each wing and one at the bottom. (The these types o f  kites requiie more wind 
layers together along the outer edge. looplsleeve assemblies already have been than they actually do." 
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Tips 6 Techniques 

Clark Kent Meets the Bronx Boxes 

1 Keels from Kyoto (on the 
heels of keels from Cannes) 

Tamoshi Takahara writes from Kyoto, 
Japan: I also use keels similar t o  Andre 
Sevain's and Alex Dunton's (Tips & 
Techniques, Winter-Spring 1987). 

I have a kite named "Clark Kent" be- 
cause it sometimes flies as an Eddy and 
sometimes as a delta. 

The leading edge of the keel is stiffened 
with a spar, and a two-legged bridle is at- 
tached t o  the top and bottom points of 
the keel. 

The kite als; flies well with a smaller 
keel, stiffened by a short diagonal spar in 
the lower section. In this case, the two- 
legged bridle is attached t o  the top point 
of the kite and the top of the keel. 

2 ~i~~~ $ Better Box Kite 

John ?: Reutershan, experienced box-kite- 
maker of the Bronx, New York, shares 
two of his outstanding techniques: After 
experimenting with a number of disap- 
pointing T-joints, I hi t  upon the following, 

which keeps m y  nine-foot box kite as taut 
as a drum. (The longerons and spreaders 
are hollow filament-wound epoxy tubing. 
The fabric is reinforced at all contact 
points.) 

Since cotter pin heads have a smaller 
diameter than the longeron, first unbend 
the cotter pin and then clamp it around 
an appropriate-size wooden dowel with 
pliers. If the pin head is not  first enlarged, 
the longeron will be pulverized when the 
pin is clamped on. 

The short piece of fat  tubing (sliced 
lengthwise and clamped on like a "C") 
serves t o  locate and and cushion the steel 
cotter pin. 

The thin slice of-tubing cushions the 
end of the spreader so it does not  split 
against the  metal. 

The hollow epoxy ferrule is held in 
place by the spreading tension of the  cot- 
ter pin legs. You may need a drop of glue 

configuration; only the extensions change. 
Internal ferrules are glued half-idhalf- 

out  one end of each extension. 
Dimensions are given as modules, that 

is, theoretical numbers t o  be multiplied by 
your unit of measure (feet, meters). If the 
panels of your box kite are five feet wide, 
multiply the theoretical numbers by 5. 
Here are the basics and some examples: 

as well. 

I I 
fabric 

_33L 

spreader 

+ 

For a square kite with side = 1 unit 
A B  = 1.414 
CD = 1.000 
CX = 0.207 
DY = 0.207 A B 
XY = 1.414 

Y 
For a square kite with side = 3 feet 

A B  = 4.242 
CD = 3.000 
CX = 0.621 
DY = 0.621 A B 
XY = 4.242 

For a rhombus with side = 1 unit 
A B  = 1.414 
CD = 1.000 
A P  = 0.159 
B Q =  0.159 P 0 
P Q =  1.732 

For a rhombus with side = 150 centimeters 
A B  = 212.1 
CD = 150.0 
A P  = 23.85 
B Q =  23.85 p 
P Q =  259.8 

0 

3 7;::;d Better Box Kite 

cotter pin . . 0.125" diameter x 211 long 
ferrule . . . . . 0.2481 outside diameter 
spreader . . . . . 0.2501' inside diameter 
box kite . . . . . . . . 108 11 32 11 32 11 

Many kitefliers like the option of assem- 
bling their box kite either as a square or 
as a rhombus (for lighter winds). However, 
fiberglass spars are not  inexpensive and 
carrying two complete sets is an incon- 
venience. I solved the problem this way. 

For each set of cell spreaders, four ex- 
tensions are needed: two t o  complete the 
square, two for  the rhombus. The appro- 
priate extensions are added t o  the ends of 
the basic cell spreaders. These spreaders 
(AB and CD) remain the same for either 

On the flying field, keep repeating, "the 
long pieces go in the short sticks, the short 
pieces go in the long sticks . . ." <S 

Tips & Techniques is a forum for  
you t o  share your favorite hint or 
trick for making or flying kites. 

Each published item earns your 
choice of (1) any book(s) from the 
Kite Lines Bookstore t o  a value of 
$15 or  (2) a subscription or exten- 
sion for four issues of Kite Lines. 
And-as a bonus-you will also re- 
ceive recognition from the world- 
wide kite community. 

Send details, drawings and/or 
photos to:  Kite Lines, Post Office 
Box 466, Randallstown, MD 21133- 
0466, USA. 
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The Comics Kite, or The DK Deha 

Bv Dennis L. Kucmerowski 

T he Comics Kite is a kite without spars, 
that is: without spars in the traditional 

sense (wood, plastic, fiberglass, etc.). In- 
stead, the  spars-plus sail, keel and tail- 
are made from sheets of newspaper. 

For maximum fun and color, use the 
Sunday comics section. 

The basic design concept is very sim- 
ple and it can be expanded t o  include 
various materials and sizes. Because of 
its ease of construction and minimal cost, 
the Comics Kite is a great kite for experi- 
menters and workshops. 

These plans are based on the dimen- 
sions of a "standard" American news- 
paper: 27 x 22 inches for a double page 
(68.5cm x 55.9cm) and 13.5 x 22 inches 
for a single page (34.3cm x 55.9cm). 

If your newspaper is a different size, 
adjust the measurements, get another 
newspaper or use your imagination. 

Materials 
two sheets of newspaper (one double- 

page and one single-page) 

tape (cellophane or  masking) 

Tools 
scissors 
ruler/yardstick/meterstick 
pen or pencil 
paper punch (single hole) 
dowel or rod (1/8-inch diameter x 24 

inches long, or 3mm x 60mm) 

Construction (sail) 
1. Lay the double sheet of newspaper 

on  a flat surface. Measure 6.5 inches (16.5 
cm) up  from the bot tom edge and draw 
line DF  (fig. 2). 

2. Cut on line DF and save the  smaller 
piece of paper t o  make the  spreader and 
keel later. 

3. Reinforce the sail with a strip of 
tape along the center crease from top t o  
bottom. 

4. To  form a paper spar for the sail, 
roll the newspaper tightly around the 
dowel, beginning a t  upper left corner (A) 
and rolling toward lower right corner (F). 

Continue rolling until the spar reaches 
points B and D (fig. 3). Stop. 

5. Tape the spar in position at  three 
places and remove the dowel (fig. 4).  

6 .  To form the other paper spar, roll 
the newspaper tightly around the dowel, 
beginning at  upper right corner (C), roll- 
ing toward lower left corner (D). Roll 
until spar reaches points B and F. Stop. 
Tape spar. Remove dowel. 

(For added strength, the rolled edge 
may be glued along its entire length. For 
extra added strength, leave the dowel in- 
side the rolled spar. Of course, you will 
then need a separate dowel for each spar.) 

7. Fold the nose of the sail down twice, 
%-inch (19cm) each fold. Tape the folded 
nose in position. 

Construction (keel) 
8. Measure the height of the sail from 

the nose to  the trailing edge. It should be 
about 13.5 inches (34cm). 

9. Take the section of paper cut  from 
the full sheet in Step 2 and cut a piece t o  
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17. Position the spreader on the back of 
the sail (the side with the rolled edges), 
halfway between the nose and trailing 
edge. 

18. Cut each end of the spreader %-inch 
(6mm) shorter than the inside distance 
between the rolled edges of the sail. 

19. Tape the spreader into position on 
the back of the kite, inside the rolled 
edges (fig. 9). 

Construction (tail) 
20. Cut the single sheet of newspaper 

into strips approximately 2 inches wide 
(50mm) and tape the strips together end 
to end t o  make the tail. Tape the tail t o  
the center of the trailing edge of the sail. 

Flying 
Attach a light flying line t o  the hole in 

the keel, and your Comics Kite is ready 
for a day with soft and gentle breezes. Q 

DENNIS KUCMEROWSKI is an enthusi- 
ast w h o  makes, flies and teaches kites. He 
also works  as a systems design engineer 
for Siemens Information Systems in Boca 
Raton, Florida. Dennis said that he  finally 
perfected the  Comics Kite in May, 1986, 
after making eight experimental models. 
He was trying t o  make  an easy kite-that 
wasn't a sled-for less than a penny. 

the same length, about 13.5 inches (34 
cm). Save the remaining piece of paper 
for the spreader. 

10. Fold the upper left corner down and 
to the right to  form a 45-degree angle. 

11. Fold the upper right corner down 
and to the left (fig. 7). 

12. Trim excess paper from keel and 
tape all edges t o  seal and reinforce. 

13. Position the keel on the front of the 
sail (the side without the rolled edges) and 
tape it  in place along its entire length, on 
both sides, left and right (fig. 8). 

14. With a paper punch, make a hole in 
the point of the keel for the flying line. 

Construction (spreader) 
15. Use the piece of paper remaining 

from Step 9 to  make the spreader. Roll 
it tightly around a dowel at  a slight angle, 
less than 45 degrees (fig. 6). 

16. Tape the spreader t o  prevent it  
from unrolling and remove the dowel. 
(You can leave the dowel in the spreader 
for added strength, of course.) Red Braswell's 

Tumbling Star 
Tri-Star 
Rainbow Rhombus 
Snowflake 
Fringed Dragon 

704 NORTH COLLEGE AVENUE, B~OOMINGTON, INDIANA 47401 

Look for 
BRUMMITT'S GUIDE TO KITES 

at  your favorite kite store soon 

In celebration of more than 10 years of 
publishing Kite Lines, we are bringing 
o u t  a revised edition of the classic Gold- 
en Guide handbook by Wyatt Brummitt 
(out  of print since 1982). 

The contents have been updated and 
new kite plans added. The book has a 
completely new resources section acd 
many graphic improvements, but  retains 
Wyatt's wit and wisdom. 

Brummitt 's Guide t o  Kites will retail 
for 54.95. You'll love it! 

Aeolus Press, Inc. 
Post Office Box 466 

Randallstown, MD 211 3 3-0466 

The Kite Master Co. 
announces 

a hot new progressive stunt kite 
that tumbles in flight. 

Designed by Philip Castillo. 
Ideal for all levels of experience. 

CODs accepted. Inquire: 

97 St. George Street 
St. Augustine, FL 32084 

904-824-2688 

SPRING 1988 KITE LINES 37 



Stunt Diary 

San Francisco Style 

The judges r'elax at the West Coast Nationals, from left: Steve Rubin, Stan Mullikin, Bevan Brown, Kathy Goodwind, Ray Merry and Corey Jensen. 

hoever has the chutzpah t o  start an 
event from scratch and name it the W 

First Annual, National West Coast Stunt  
Kite Championships maybe deserves a 
success. Anyway, that's what Michael Mc- 
Fadden (owner of Kitemakers of San 
Francisco) and Eric Streed (member of 
the  Top of the  Line team) got. 

But Eric really pushed his luck. A wiry, 
fiery, redheaded hot-shot stunt flier, Eric 
set u p  The Streed Foundation t o  put u p  
cash awards totalling $5,000. Then he  
issued a challenge: "I dare anyone t o  win 
more money than I can! I will be compet- 
ing in several categories. I feel that I can 
walk home with the most prize money ..." 
He talked in advance about the number 
of entrants and judges already committed 
t o  attend, the  two television stations plan- 
ning t o  cover the affair, the luau after- 
wards that  would top off "the biggest 
kite party that San Francisco has ever 
seen." In short, Eric did everything he 
possibly could t o  guarantee skepticism. 

Me1 and I made a point of having some- 
thing else as our reason t o  go t o  the West 

Coast on Labor Day weekend so we could 
just "drop by" in San Francisco. Hate t o  
admit it: i t  was worth the trip. And we 
aren't even stunt fliers, just frequent 
viewersladmirers. 

But is there anybody who doesn't love 
San Francisco? You start with that  kind 
of city, loaded with sunshine, hilly views, 
culture, Fisherman's Wharf and wonderful 
places t o  stay-like the bed-and-breakfast 
place we found called the  Victorian Inn 
on the Park-and you already break down 
most of any lingering resistance. 

Then you pick the  Marina Green for  
your field: real icing on the  cake. The 
Green is a strip of groomed grass about a 
half mile long and open t o  a view of the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz, Fort Mason 
and hundreds of sailboats. It's a proven 
favorite place for kiteflying. And it's 
plain beautiful. 

On  Saturday morning everything is 
well set up, with a central tent, judging 
tables, kites of welcome in the sky, bar- 
rier tape around the  field areas, a plat- 
form and public address system that  

sends music ou t  ("Sweet Georgia Brown") 
between barks from the talented mouth 
of Corey Jensen (Monterey, California). 
It's a warm day, and hazy, partly caused 
by smoke that  had circulated over the 
Bay Area from terrible forest fires t o  the 
north and east. 

The winds? Light. Too light. So we 
have a little waiting time. Finally the 
anemometer starts moving and Corey 
grabs the microphone: "Come on, people, 
we got wind! Let's fly!" 

Today the schedule calls for elimina- 
tions, Novice and Intermediate flying, 
with the finals planned for Sunday. A 
booklet has been circulated in advance 
containing rules, maneuvers and general 
information. 

M ichael McFadden admits their system 
was cribbed from others, such as 

that of the East Coast Stunt Kite Cham- 
pionships in Wildwood, New Jersey in May 
and the Washington State International 
Kite Festival in Long Beach, Washington 
in August. From the W.S.I.K.F., for  exam- 
ple, the San Francisco organizers picked 
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Open, but fliers in the Novice class may covered table. George makes and flies 
compete only in Individual Precision. Ac- large parafoils and line spinners and he 
cording to Michael, the Precision and Bal- knows the winds in these parts. "They are 
let run consecutively for each contestant not up till one o'clock, " he says firmly. 
"because it is hard to get people together We relax. 
twice." This method works smoothly as Ray and Jeanne Merry of Lavallette, 
far as I can tell, but it requires the specta- New Jersey have put up the Flexifoil 

alling start tors to  watch musical and non-musical "limbo" in an adjacent space. Ray is the 
and end points of stunt sequences. But sequences alternately. And typically, un- co-inventor (with Andrew Jones) of the 
they added a new contribution-the use less the compulsories are closely narrated, Flexifoil. He demonstrates the technique 
of numbered vests to  clearly identify the the maneuvers are not very clear to the of bringing a kite down and under the rope 
contestants. Thus as each event varies and audience. However, an air of mild excite- strung about 12 feet high between two 
embellishes the rules of its predecessors, ment carries more or less evenly over the poles and then taking the kite back up on 
stunt kiting advances collectively. entire competition, rather than being con- the other side, then down and under and 

I also notice that several stunt fliers centrated in a few intense time periods. up again-back and forth as many times 
are here to represent the East Coast on D efore the activity gets really hot, we as possible. Ray says, "It looks easy, but 
the same honorable level set by the West see coming across the field the un- it's actually very, very difficult." 
Coasters who go East for comparable mistakable outline of big, Stetson-hatted As usual at stunt events, we admire the 
events. This is a good trend, and so is the George Ham* and his trim wife Marion. Novice and Intermediate contests asmuch 
fact that some fliers are sponsored gener- George is known as Mayor of the Green, as the Open class ones. For example, Sue 
ously by kite businesses. and he and Marion are hospitality person- Galban of La Habra, California, flying four 

I am glad to see some simplification in ified. They insist on sharing their picnic snub-nosed Crystal stunters, brings the 
San Francisco. The basic categories are lunch of fresh-grown tomatoes, home- song "Tequila" to  Iife with fast move- 
Precision (also called compulsories) and made potato salad, salt-free chicken and ments of both kite and flier. 
Ballet (to music), broken into Individual , other delectables spread out on a cloth- Choice of music helps. I notice later in 
and Team for each. Across these groupings +George H~~ was the cover story for Kite ~i~~~ the weekend that Fran Gramkowski of 
are three classes: Novice, Intermediate and winter 1979-80 (vol. 3,  NO. I). Haddonfield, New Jersey, just doesn't 
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seem t o  make his kites work with a polka. 
Flying styles are in striking contrast. 

One minute you can see Sam Mohamad 
of Sunnyvale, California flying a smooth, 
long-tailed kite t o  romantic music. (As 
Alice Romero of Rome Enterprises in San 
Ramon, California says, "Tails leave a 
beautiful audit trail in the  sky.") The 
next minute you can watch Vern Balodis 
of Columbus, Ohio making very quick 
turns t o  an Irish jig. 

The Intermediate Teams are up next. 
Vern and Sue Balodis stunt t o  "Fly Like 
an Eagle," a soft and appropriate beat, 
keeping their lines at  the slightly different 
lengths that  permit g o o d  interplay be- 
tween the two kites. 

Hal Markie of San Jose, California and 
his uartner. Irv Singer of Cupertino, fly 

the judging goes on "wind hold" t o  give a 
fair chance t o  each contestant. 

The Individual competition, Open 
class, is afflicted with some major wash- 
outs. Robert Loera (Honolulu, Hawaii), 
Dan Buxton (Cleveland, Ohio) and Pamela 
Kirk (Columbus, Ohio) all crash before 
finishing otherwise excellent performan- 
ces ("0oh"-the crowd sympathizes). The 
winds may be to  blame; they are gusty at  
times and turbulent close t o  the ground. 

Individual Ballet starts in front  of a 
deep crowd all around the field, attracted 
by good publicity, including a four-minute 
television piece the night before that cov- 
ered the news as a sports event. Joggers, 
huffing around the Green, crane their 
necks t o  see the  kites. 

Corey booms over the mike: "Here's - 
tailed kites t o  the  song "To Know No Ron ~ e i c h !  tle learned to fly kitcs from 
Boundaries" and allow thc tails t o  tangle, his mother just before he was born." Ron 
thcn untangle, in a breathtaking displav is ready with his delightful SupermanILois 
of skill. 

Dan and Lorna Buxton of Cleveland, Flexifoil limbo as Jeanne Merry and Fritz going beautifully, then-crash! Another 
Ohio fly t o  "Somewhere Out There," the Gramkowski count each pass under the rope tough break. Corey says, "All the other 
two kites coordinating beautifully with the suspended between F'exifoil-topped stakes. competitors are happy because he's the 

Below, panda kites by Raymond Lee are 
male and female voices on  the tape. Their stabilized by flags on their heads. Bottom left, one t o  beat, one of the bes t .  . ." 
routine puts a lovely cap on  the day. George Ham holds Marion in one hand and his Pam Kirk goes for  it again, t o  music 
@ unday brings another hazy morning kite lines in the other. Bottom right, Raymond with a driving beat, using lots of body 
a w i t h  .scarce-winds. It  is m y  chance to 
stroll about and meet people, such as 
Raymond Lee, 82, of San Francisco. He 
is flying two bamboo and paper panda 
bear kites. To  his line he attaches letters 
spelling ou t  messages. Children in the 
crowd shout and point a t  the  kites. Ray 
says t o  me, ':I never buy a kite in my 
whole life and I never sell one." 

Like George Ham said it would, the 
wind comes u p  a t  one o'clock, almost t o  
the  minute. Even so, there are lulls, when 

Lee concentrates on his pandas. language. Woops! She hits the ground and 
breaks a line. Robert Loera does a nice 
job making his tailed kite turn as fast as a 
tailless one, and ends with a neat, planned 
landing. Dan Buxton flies a 10-foot Flexi- 
foil, trading off a little precision for a lot 
of elegance-smooth, sweeping strokes 
that cut big pieces of the sky. The now- 
classic routine by Don Tabor (San Diego, 
California) t o  "Peter and the  Wolf" is 
worth seeing again. He dances his Spin-Off 
for Peter, drags it low for the  Wolf, plans 
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an impressive stop in the middle and a 
pause at  each end of the wind envelope, 
and ends neatly. 

Alan Nagao of Honolulu, Hawaii, flies 
a six-pack of Rainbow stunt kites in gra- 
duated blue-to-white hues, going fast and 
slow in the mix of moods and styles the 
judges prefer, Mike Boyce of Berkeley, 
California reflects the beat of his classical 
music very precisely. 

All the performances are good, but 
Lee Sedgwick and Sue Taft,  both from 
Erie, Pennsylvania d o  exceptionally coor- 
dinated work with their Spectrum Darts, 
and Lee doesn't let our expectations down 
when it  comes t o  new twists and tech- 
niques. This time t o  "I Just Can't Stop 
Loving You," he runs his lines through a 
hook in the ground t o  fly his kite over his 
head. Then he works low to the ground, 
touches the kite, stops in the middle 
and reaches up  his arms as if chasing the 
kite. It's a technical and artistic thriller. 

THE WINNERS I 
NOVICE INDIVIDUAL 

John Chiaverini, Belmont, CA. . . . 85.0 
Philip Wiltz, San Ramon, CA . . . . 84.8 
Irv Singer, Cupertino, CA . . . . . . 77.0 

INTERMEDIATE INDIVIDUAL 
Vern Balodis, Columbus, OH . . . . 73.0 
Hal Markie, San Jose, CA . . . . . . 72.0 
Sam Mohamad, Sunnyvale, CA . . . 68.5 

INTERMEDIATE TEAM 
(not  flown due to  darkness) 

INTERMEDIATE INDIVIDUAL BALLET 
Vern Balodis, Columbus, OH . . . . 85.0 
Darrin Skinner, San Jose, CA . . . . 77.0 
Sam Mohamad, Sunnyvale, CA . . . 75.0 

INTERMEDIATE TEAM BALLET 
Markie-Singer . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86.0 
Buxton-Bwton . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.0 
Balodis-Balodis . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.0 

OPEN INDIVIDUAL 
Ron Reich, San Diego, CA. . . . . . 91.2 
Don Tabor, San Diego, CA. . . . . . 87.6 
Lee Sedgwick, Erie, PA. . . . . . . . 84.2 

OPEN TEAM 
Reich-Streed-Tabor . . . . . . . . . . 85.0 
Markie-Mohamad-Singer . . . . . . . 84.0 
Buxton-Sedgwick-Taft . . . . . . . . 70.0 

OPEN INDIVIDUAL BALLET 
Lee Sedgwick, Erie, PA. . . . . . . 92.32 
Don Tabor, San Diego, CA. . . . . 92.30 
Sue Taft, Erie, PA. . . . . . . . . . 91.99 

beside the field t o  warm up. Actually, as 
it  gets darker, i t  is harder t o  see anyway. 
I can hear the music and I can see the 
general coordination of the kites as they 
streak past the moon, which is helpfully 
bright. The judges make an emergency 
call for a flashlight! How they operate in 
these unusual conditions I have n o  idea. 
But the panel-everyone-deserves a medal 
for perseverance. 

Finally, the last scores are posted. 
Near-ties in the Individual Ballet cause 
much comment, n o  acrimony. Everyone 
is very ready for the luau coordinated by 
Cherie McFadden and served from the 
tent. We gather around the nearby picnic 
tables, keeping warm on nervous energy, 
and await the big awards ceremony. Will 
the money materialize? 

Michael McFadden, Eric Streed and the 
judges stand u p  and start reading the list. 
With a grimacing face and deliberate, pub- 
lic gestures. Eric counts out  the bills t o  

be judged. I break t o  our rented car I I and surprises. 0 

The sun has and it's growing 
cold. The crowd has thinned to the com- 
mitted few. But the Team Ballet is still t o  

SELECTION 
SERVICE 

OPEN TEAM BALLET 
~ ~ i ~ h . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d - ~ ~ b ~ ~ ,  . , , , . . , , , 95.0 
~ ~ d ~ i ~ k . ~ ~ f ~ ,  , , , , , , , . . . , . 92.0 
McGraw-Wong. . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.0 

SOME FUN" 

u 

each winner. It's real cash-no checks or  
promises-and a convincing and dramatic 
conclusion t o  a weekend full of pleasures 

Pier 39 Space 8-12 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
4151956-3181 
In CA 800-828-KITE 1 Outside CA 800-328-KITE 

Afi T O  WERFUL 

' \  
SEXCITING 

Eaperience the thriCL1 
CLOCKED AT OVER 100 mph 

POWER KlTES 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 
CONTACT: Ray Merry, Designer, Inventor A 
P.O. Box 290. Lavallette. N.J. 08735 
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TIIf KIT€ an ancient universal symbol of man's spirit soaring above the 
bounds of the earth 

TIf enhancing man's understanding, wisdom and enjoyment of life 

Tflf I(ITf the most peaceful of all aircraft 

s we stand at the crossroads to the future of the planet, join us in celebration of the limitless sky which 
is meant to be shared by all peace loving people. 

For further ~nformatlon or to recelve an of fc~al  fest~val Th~s message IS sponsored b y  
registratlon packet call or wrte 

out SKY, out WORLD 
Jane Parker-Ambrose Michael Steltzer 
c/o Sky Scrapers Kites c/o Vom Wlnde Verweht 

PO Box11149 Elsenacherstrasse 81 
Denver, Colorado 80211, USA D-I000 Berl~n West Germany 

(303) 433-9518 (030) 784~7769 or 795-4700 

ON THE BEACH AT WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MAY 1, 1988 
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT 
FRAN GRAMKOWSKI 30 WEST END AVENUE 

HADDONFIELD, N.J. 08033 

I Enthusiast. 1 

An enthusiast is someone with a 
warm personal interest in 
something. A fan, a follower or 
even a fanatic. Kite flying creates 
that same kind of passion. Visit 
us and we'll show you what 
enthusiasm is all about. 

Windborne K i ~ s  
585 Cannery Row #I05 

Monterey, CA 93940 
Telephone 408-373-7422 

Write for Retail Kifealog" 
AKAIKTA member merchant 
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A S BIG AS IT IS, the 1988 Kite 
Calendar published here is by 
no means all-inclusive. We esti- 

mate that on any given day of the 
year there is at least one kite event 
-probably more-taking place some- 
where in the world. The numbers 
may surprise you. 

For example, our database shows 
information on about 500 kite days 
for 1988, ranging from month-long 
exhibits and international gatherings 
to local kite flies at  neighborhood 
schools. Suppose there are another 
500 events we don't know about. 
That adds up to a thousand a year! 

Obviously, there is no way we 
can list every kite event in every 
corner of the globe for the entire 
year on one page. It would be fool- 
ish to try. So we have had to omit 
many of them, and that makes us 
feel bad. But the ones listed are a 
fair representation of the variety of 
kite events you can expect to find. 

Will you enjoy these events?There 
are no guarantees. Long-established 
festivals are apt to be larger and 
better organized. But new events 
may have freshness and enthusiasm to 
make up for experience. Enjoy! v 





SEPTEMBER 23 THROUGH 25,1988 
For details on The Festival of Fun, Food, Flight and Fame write: 

The Kite Loft, Dept. 2, P.O. Box 551, Ocean City, MD 21842 
Ocean City, Maryland -- The Kite Capital Of The World 



June 18 &19, 1988 
Mackinaw City, MI 

"Crossroads of the Great Lakesf' 

For Details Call: 

The Mackinaw Kite Co. 
616- 846-7501 
616- 436-8051 

Join us for the 6th Annual SUMMER GAMES 

Kite q b  At 9b B d !  
Saturday- June 11,1988 - Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

SPONSORED BY 

%!i!! Resort Hotel 

qp 
AKA SANCTIONED 

K)R MORE INFORMATION CALL: (803) 449-2856 or- 238-4784 
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inter national 
Fokker Kite Festival 
Scheveningen a,i8,19jme1988 

k i te  systems, construction techniques, f lying and weather conditions. 
June 18 and 19 . . . . . .The International K i te  Festival w i t h  participants f rom the United States, Japan, 

France, England, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Denmark and Ireland. Highlights 
include cultural kites f rom Japan, Cody manlifting systems, camera systems, 
k i te  trains, stunt kites, min i  kites and the world's largest kite, etc. 

Hotel Package Available . . . . . .A three-night hotel package is available, including attendance at the Ki te Symposium 
and meals. 

If you are interested in coming to beautiful Scheveningen for the kite festival, send 
us the coupon below. We will mail you more details, entry forms and hotel information. 

C 
For flight schedules, contact your travel agent or KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. 

r-------------------------d 

Mail coupon to: I Please send me further information about the 

1 INTERNATIONAL FOKKER KITE FESTIVAL SCHEVENINGEN 1988 ' Wieger o p  

Gerard van der Loo I Name 
Weteringkade 5a 
2515 A K  den Haag 

I I Address 
Hd land  
Telephone (0170-85 85 86 

I , City, State, Zipcode 
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Bev Jack at the main entrance to the Ontario Science Centre shows off his latest-and-best design in his 25-year kite evolution, a birdlike winged box. 

N e w  Breeze in Canada 
The Ontario Science Centre Kite Festival, August 3 - 9,1987 

Article and Photographs by Valerie Govig 

S ince the Canadian National Exhibition 
dropped its kite festival several years 

ago, eastern Canada has suffered a sum- 
mer gap in kite events for enthusiasts of 
the region. 

One kiteflier who especially missed it 
was Bev Jack, a native of Trinidad. Bev 
was happy on  this hot  day (August 8, 
1987). His face could barely contain his 
smile as he  said, "I like t o  see other 
people for ideas of how kites work." 

Sharing is a big appeal of any kite fes- 
tival. But this event offered a bit more, 
because it was organized by the Ontario 
Science Centre, a big, beautiful, presti- 
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gious complex of three buildings on three 
levels in a lush natural setting seven miles 
from Toronto. Its outstanding participa- 
tory exhibits mix education with delight 
for the thousands of visitors who pass 
through the Centre's doors each day. 

For  kites t o  meet the standard of this 
setting, there had t o  be extensive planning. 
There was, done mostly by  Mariana Catz, 
the Centre's Coordinator of Special Events, 
and Skye Morrison, the  Toronto artist of 
banners and kites. Skye's own kites, both 
self-made and collected in China, would 
be the core of the week-long event. 

"And Martin will be there," she had 

told me, implying that with Martin Lester 
of England on  hand with his inflatable 
kite menagerie, the festival could not fail 
(she was right). 

Skye was employing the tried-and-true 
formula of using the name of one attendee 
t o  attract another. I was persuaded. So 
was Garry Woodcock of Mississauga, 
Ontario, who was t o  talk on  kite aerial 
photography, and Tom Casselman of 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island, who was t o  
fly his large collection of kites. 

When I arrived Thursday night, I had 
missed the first part of the week's festivi- 
ties, which included Skye's talks on  the 



Weifang, China, festival and on  Alexander 
Graham Bell's kites; Martin's talk on  Cody 
person-lifting systems; and the F ~ ~ - Y O U ~ -  
PJs Day: Word had gone ou t  for people 
to  bring pajamas, and Skye and Martin 
spent a whole day rigging them. 

In addition, Skye had managed t o  find 
the necessary 25 pounds of reed for  kite- 
making in the  workshops held all week for 
children. Two kite designs were used, a 
Caribbean fighter based onVivian Comma's 
Kis-Kee-Dee, and a paper sled copied from 
a Takeshi Nishibayashi design. The Kis- 
Kee-Dees were made of Chinese paper . . 
using Japanese folding techniques, colored 
with Ukranian Easter egg dyes-for a 
Trinidadian kite, made in Canada! 

The kite exhibit in the Centre's Great 
Hall included nine works by Skye and 13 
by Martin, all attractively hung and back- 
lit against large windows. Skye's exquisite 
miniature kites from China were on  view 
in a glass display box. The theme of the  
festival, "The Art and Science of Kites," 
was represented rather well for art. "This 
is just the first year," Skye said. "It will 
be an annual event." 

The kite exhibit suffered a detraction 
in the form of the "Hystar," a radio-con- 

Martin Lester's crane kite, the latest and most 
elegant of his inflatable designs, flies high and 
well in an alien urban environment. 

trolled working model of an elliptical 
space ship that dominated the Hall. Every 
half hour it arose slowly ou t  of the mist 
from its tent,  circled the Hall, then re- 
turned t o  rest, accompanied throughout 
by spooky, dramatic music. We began t o  
hum along and laugh inwardly a t  its con- 
stant reappearance. 

Friday was busy. In a small theater I 
contributed m y  part, a slide talk on the 
kites of Thailand. Afterwards, we inspec- 
ted the Centre's roof t o  see if kites could 
be flown from it. We decided they could. 
Skye had planned for that t o  happen on 
Saturday. Friday evening was "Artists' 
Night," t o  which several artists had been 
invited for kite building. Martin gave 
helpful suggestions for making the inven- 
tions fly-though some of us  questioned 
if Maryanne Cain's inflatable Black Cloud 
was what we needed in the  sky. 

The next day we gathered with our  
kites. Martin flew his Icarus and pink 
flamingo from the rooftop, but  the winds 
were not blowing in the right direction t o  
give the public a view from the main en- 
trance. Martin joined us below, where 
Tom Casselman was having better luck 
in the light and variable winds flying a 
train of 70-some colorful Mylarm Japanese 
kites. They made a pretty spectacle, and 
soon other kitefliers, including local 
regulars such as John  Compton and Bev 
Jack, were able t o  get a variety of kites 
up  by means of the inevitable sprinting. 
Skye provided colorful commentary from 
the microphone at  the side of the main 
entrance, and photographers, both video 
and still, made a pleasant fuss. This event 
had been well publicized and was well 
attended. 

There was one obvious shortcoming: 
the flying location in the  paved, restricted 
spaces in front of the  Centre. The main 
place was the  street itself, which had been 
blockaded to traffic so we could use it  for 
kiteflying. It was not a really suitable 
location, but  we made do. Bev Jack was 
especially sporting about it, flying his big 
compound bird with ease t o  a high angle. 

"Flying under these conditions is rio- 
thing new t o  me," he said. "I have five 
feet, between houses, to  go up  where I 
live." It helped, too, that Bev has been 
making kites for 25 years, starting with 
paper and cocia stick (from the coconut 
tree). Now he uses spinnaker nylon and 
graphite poles for his kites. 

Skye had wanted a demonstration of 
rokkaku kiteflying and asked me t o  bring 
an extra jacket from t h e  Mama-sans kite 

Skye Morrison's banner is lifted by kite over 
the streets outside the Ontario Science Centre. 
The banner is made of dyed silk. 

team t o  add pizazz. But I had brought no 
kite, so Martin suggested we fly his Pink 
Panther rokkaku. Skye and I and Izabella 
Casselman made a respectable run with 
this good flier. 

Garry and Sheila Woodcock had arrived 
and, at 2:30 in one of the theaters, Garry 
gave a well-focused talk on  kite aerial 
photography, illustrated with many of his 
own excellent photos. 

Sheila told me  that  the Toronto Kite- 
Fliers, sparked by Garry for many years, 
had been semi-dormant recently because 
Garry found too few people to  help with 
it. " ~ u t  new interest is starting up," she 
said. "Touch the Sky," an event in Ottawa 
in May sponsored by CBC Radio, "drew 
thousands," according t o  Sheila. Also, I 
learned from Jon  and Marion Harvey that 
a new kite club was forming just over the 
United States border in the  Buffalo, New 
York area. 

Plans for the next Ontario Science 
Centre Kite Festival were already under- 
way at  the close of the  inaugural event. 
One of the main changes planned was to 
move the flying site t o  the local favorite, 
Humber Bay Park. 

The Ontario Science Centre Kite Festi- 
val had brought an important new event 
t o  the enthusiast's calendar and seemed 
sure t o  freshen the  kiting breezes in east- 
ern Canada-and beyond. Q 
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In the Wind 

News, Rumors G Miscellany 

B ob Price's notebook of kite safety data 
for the AKA is an eye-opener. From all 

sources (including old printouts from that 
tired watchdog, the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission), Bob has found 40 
deaths from kiteflying over the past 11 
years. Surprising? The majority of deaths 
were caused by contact with electric wires. 

S peaking of safety, everybody knows 
by now of the adventure of 8-year-old 

DeAndra Anrig of Mountain View, Cali- 
fornia, who on March 20, 1988, snagged 
her kite line on a passing twin-engine air- 
plane and went for a 200-foot ride. She 
finally let go and dropped 10 feet to the 
ground, luckily suffering only bruises. 
The plane landed safely at the Palo Alto 
airport two miles away, but sustained 
$10,000 in damage from the nylon line 
wound around one propeller. Subsequent 
rumors have it that a lawsuit has been 
filed against the retailer who sold the line. 
Wish common sense could be sold along 
with large kites and strong line. 

ut will it fly? Miller S. Makey, Sr. has 
B P  roposed a Sky Park for Columbus, 
Ohio. He wants it ready in time for an 
international kite festival he's planning 
for 1992 (the Quincentennial celebration 
of Christopher Columbus's landing). Nice 
concept. Scary truth: urban areas are 
running out of safe and adequate space 
for kiteflying. Miller's list of specs is good. 
But he's drawn no treasure map for find- 
ing the funding. If you'd like to help him 
-and help Columbus be a model many 
cities could use-write Miller at 2557 Clark 
Drive, Grove City, OH 43123, USA. 

he World's Largest Kite has been re- 
T p a i r e d  ! Only two weeks after the 
550rn2 inflatable monster tore apart in 
Thailand on April 13, 1987, it was sewn 
back together in one day by a hardwork- 
ing crew of 10. "Easily done," said Gerard 
van der Loo, speaking for the Dutch team 
that made and flies the kite. "And it has 
flown again. " 

slightly aided by Me1 and Valerie Govig. 
Kites made by Bill, Me1 and CharIie Sotich 
showed the effects of scaling in a lovely 
way and attracted great interest from the 
large crowd. Phil and Phylis are famous 
academics and well-known collaborators 
responsible for the public television series 
"The Ring of Truth." 

R oger Hyde is teaching a kite course 
called "History and Design of Kites" 

for the UCLA Extension Science Depart- 
ment. Successfully in progress as we go to 
press, it involves eight evenings and two 
weekend afternoons, costs $105. Also 
running this August, a two-week kite class 
by Oscar and Sarah Bailey at the Penland 
School of Crafts in North Carolina, tuition 
$325 plus materials, room and board. 

1/41! x 16%11) wall calendar for 
1988 was published in Germany by P= '23 

the kite store Wolkenstiirmer. There's a 
beautiful full-color kite picture for each 
month. Two of the pictures are blurry, all 
are of commercial kites, but printing and 
design are excellent. Calendar collectors 
should write for current price to: Jiirgen 
Lienau, Wolkenstiirmer, Hansastrasse 52, 
2000 Hamburg 13, West Germany. 

F irst ever: a kite sailing I kite skiing 
symposium will be held on June 30, 

1988 in Bellevue, Washington, under 
tutelage of Dave Culp. Techniques and 
experiences as related by Dave will appear 
in the next Kite Lines. Contact Dave Culp 
Speedsailing, 312 Flaming Oak Drive, 
Pleasant Hill. California 94523. 

T he committee to evaluate the 15 entries 
for Kite Capital of the World is still 

pondering its decision. Besides several US. 
entries, contenders include Canberra, 
Australia; Brussels, Belgium; Weifang City, 
China; Rome, Italy; Sanjo City, Japan; 
and Shirone City, Japan. In a desire to do 
justice to  all, the committee is recasting 
its evaluative process and will prepare a 
full article for the next Kite Lines. 

0 n April 28, 1988, Philip and Phylis ie in the sky! It's Pizza on Earth, the 
Morrison gave the annual Benjamin P name of a kite made by Jane Parker 

Franklin lecture at  the National Academy Ambrose for her Italian friends on her 
of Sciences. They talked on "Benjamin visit overseas for One Sky, One World 
Franklin, Electrician," illustrating with (see story on page 62). Round appliqued 
live demonstrations, including flying of four-footer didn't fly too well, needed tail, 
some very small kites by WiIIiam R. Bigge, came home, will return tailed and tested.? 

1 Walt forthe Wind , 
\ swecit~nffiesun / 

flying a kite 
sure i5 fun !?! 

B It gray shirt 
blue and yellow destqn 
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SKY DART PHOENIX 20 
The ACTION KITE SKY DART Why mess with perfection? This mainstay of 
receives rave revues wherever it our company has been in production for 

5" goes. This kite is a real winner! Its almost five years now and still going strong. 
high-speed and extremely sharp 

" 
This award winning kite is a real performer 

turning ability should make this in light to moderate winds. Its large size 
kite your choice for competition. and bold colors in the sky are a sight to 

behold. 

SUPERSKYDART 
This redesign of our standard SKY STAR DART 
DART is available in two stunning This kite promises viceless flying. 
patterns. Outstanding mobility and .. The STAR DART is very sensitive 
fast, sharp turns make this kite an and responsive, but also very 
impressive member of the Action forgiving. The STAR DART - it 
Kites family. flies the way you want it to fly. 

ACTION 8.2 ACTION COMBO 
The ACTION 8.2 - imitated but never The ACTION COMBO presents you 
duplicated. This high-performance, little with the competitive edge. This kite 
brother of the PHOENIX 20 is popular for is an exciting new concept in stunt 

6" its high speed, tight turns, and ease of kites, combining disimilar, but 
flight. Easy assembly and small storage size complimentary wings. The ACTION 
make the 8.2 an ideal traveling companion. COMBO will give you a very unique 

style of flight. 

Action Kites NoNaMe Nw! 
on the cutting edge @ 

6284 Via Regla, San Diego, CA 92122 rn (619) 453-8795 
42024 Sorrento Valley Blvd., San Diego, CA 92121 (619) 452-6151 dealer inquiries invited 

Chesapeake 
I1 
for moderate to 

moderate m d s  heavy m d s  

I 
wth body bar I _ _  _ _  

$SY - b 4 . w  $49 r 54.50 
p a c h g  & shipping packing & shipping 

I Large diameter central core and extension handles give you a power Tie-down hole secures end of your line. 
ratio of 2:l. Design permits use by right- or left-handed flier. 
Line guide lets you watch the kite instead of the reel. Selected solid rock maple treated with Watco tung oil will withstand - L - - - : - L - l - - - -  .2--..,.----*l.&..-: ---- -:I:,.-I." ---- h-".2--" Ch,. n,.,r....rl:,." A+-..,..... nrrl,... 1;na r U~UUIL u u a u ~ e  glveb DIIIUUIJI L U L U ~  uu UULC UIUUC ucuu~ga.  LUG ~uup~ci331uu UI y u u  uyluu u o .  

Brake lets you pay out line at  your speed, as  the wind dictates. Body bar (on Chesapeake 11) lets you brace against waist or hip, 
Fast release and wind-up is great for tumbling kites. can be foot-held on the ground. Chesapeake 11's bar detaches for 

transport or use of reel in lighter winds. 

The Chesapeake I and I1 Reels hold over 1,000 feet Order from: 
of 100-lb-test line, have an average 16-inch take-up per turn. 

For Chesapeake I1 send us your shirtsleeve length and we will custom-size the post for you. Vicent Gerardi 
All shipments in 2 weeks. Money cheerfully refunded within 30 days. Sailboats of mbot 

WARRANTED against breakage for 2full years. Md. tesidents add 5% sales tau Rt. 5, BOX 627 
By selling manufacturer-to-user only we reduce prices 30%. No catalogues. Easton, MD 21601 

301-822-5916 
- - 
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For the Record 

Longest Cobra, Highest Field 

In February, 1987 the Kite Club of 
Montpelier, France, answered its own 
challenge to  inscribe the name of a 
French kite team in the record books. 
Their goal was a Thai-style cobra kite 
800 meters long (2,625 feet). At the 
time, the record for longest kite was 
650 meters (2,13 3 feet), set by Herman 
van den Broek and Jan Pieter Kuil of 
the Netherlands on August 11, 1984. 

The Montpelier club, not having the 
financial means to assume such a pro- 
ject, "seduced" the textile company 
Entrepht Agniel to sponsor construction 

of the longest kite in the world. 
Michel Trouillet, who holds the rec- 

ord for flying a stunt kite through 1,141 
figure-eights in one hour, was instru- 
mental in recruiting Philippe Bertron 
and Pierre Agniel, owners of the fabric 
company. The trio estimated that it cost 
45,000 francs ($8,000) and required 
2,000 hours of labor to bring the pro- 
ject from the drawing board to the fly- 
ing field. 

The following report is condensed 
from voluminous documentary material 
supplied to Kite Lines. 

How We Tamed the Longest Kite 
Sunday, November 15, 1987 the wind is 300 meters (984 feet) of the monster. 
blowing at 25-35 mph (40-60 kmph) at Philippe Bertron, Michel Trouillet and a 
the Courbessac Airfield in Nimes. A crowd crew of five are in charge of unrolling the 
estimated at 3,000 has gathered along the remainder of the tail from the winch. 
flight line. At 2:45 p.m., the photogra- The 16 kitefliers wait for the green 
phers and journalists are ready. light from Marcel Bienvenue, organizer of 

Pierre Agniel and two assistants con- of the "show." 
trol the main flying line with an anchor But several hundred of the curious are 
vehicle supplied by the airport. Michel too close t o  the kite. They don't want to 
Sollin and Jean-Pierre Ollive are in charge miss a thing! It's impossible to launch 
of lateral stability. Denis Reudet, Xavier under these conditions. 
Lifran and two helpers guide the first Michel Trouillet takes the microphone 

Near right, 
the newest 
Longest Kite 
arises on 
November 15, 
1987 in ~fmes,  
France. Kite 
length is 
705m 
(2,313 ft). 
Far right, 
celebrating, 
left to right: 
Philippe 
Bertron, 
Michel 
Trouillet 
and 
Pierre 
Agniel. 

and explains that the huge kite is capable 
of pulling up to  350 kilogram (836 
pounds), more than enough to cut off the 
hand of anyone who becomes tangled in 
the flying line. The crowd retreats a little. 
Michel points out-with more authority- 
that the spectators risk being lifted into 
the air by the long tail. Everyone quickly 
moves away, and the launch begins. 

Slowly the head of the kite stands up 
and rises into the sky, pulling behind it 
the enormous tail folded accordion-like 
on the ground. 

Within three minutes, there are 350 
meters (1148 feet) of fabric in the sky. 
The tail crew with the winch begins to 
run toward the end of the field. They 
must zigzag because the unstable winds 
are directing the tail toward the high ten- 
sion electric lines of the railway station. 

The tail crew goes into a frenzy when 
they discover that they need another 100 
meters of clear ground! A kilometer away 
Pierre Agniel discovers their predicament 
and decides t o  move the anchor vehicle 
closer to the hangars of the airfield-under 
the astonished eyes of airport 

At the other end, the tail crew sees the 
maneuver. The serpent makes a leap into 
the sky. The anchor vehicle stops, and the 
kite continues to climb. The tail winch is 
spinning wildly , burning the hands of the 
crew. The workers are overcome with ex- 
citement and, when the winch is suddenly 
halted five meters from the end of the 
tail, they howl like wolves! A deluge of 
kicks and punches are rained upon the 
unfortunate "unroller," who finally 
releases the last of the tail. 

No words can describe the joy of the 
crews. They leap, they cry, they embrace 
each other. They are aware that a slightly 
mad but glorious adventure has just con- 
cluded, and this moment is marked in 
their memories forever. 

-Charles Gouiran and Michel Trouillet 

WORLD'S LONGEST KITE 

705 meters. . . . . length . . . . . 23 13 feet 
61 sq. meters . . . area. . . . 6564 sq. feet 
58 kilograms. . . . weight. . . . l 2 8  pounds 
5.4 meters . . . length of head. . . 17.7 feet 
5.0 meters . . . width of head. . . 16.4 feet 
20 sq. meters . area of head . .215 sq. feet 
600 meters. . . . flying line. . . . 1968 feet 
60  meters . . . . .altitude . . . . . I97  feet 
7 minutes . . . flying time. . . . 7  minutes 

(altitude was limited by airport regulations) 



On June 22, 1987 
a kite flies on K2, 
the second highest 
peak in the world, 
as documented and 
photographed by 
Makoto Omori 
of Japan. 

A Kite on K2 
Our expedition, the Japan Karakoram Ex- 
pedition 1987, to Mount K2 (28,251 f t ;  
8,611m) was organized by the Kozan 
Kenkyusho (Research Center for High 
Mountains) in Nagoya, Japan. The mem- 
bers consisted of 12 persons (11 males 
and 1 female)', including Japan's top doc- 
tors, mountaineers, photographers and a 
scientist (myself). 

We left Islamabad, Pakistan on May 3, 
1987 and safely returned there on August 
10. Due to very 'bad weather and a minor 
accident, we had to give up the final at 
tack on the summit. 

I flew a parafoil at  times during the ex- 
pedition . . . for my pleasure, but I wanted 
to test kiteflying in the high mountains, 
where the wind . . . often blows downward 
along the glacier. Of the tests, the kitefly- 
ing at the base camp on Godwin Austen 
Glacier (16,732 f t ;  5,100111) on June 22, 
1987 was most impressive. 

Our base camp had been hit by terrible 
snowstorms continuously for two days, 
and we had spent very cold nights in fro- 
zen tents. However, we were delighted to 
see bright sunshine on that morning, June 
22. The air was mild and the wind was 
stable. It was a day for rest, and after a 
late breakfast, I flew the red Jalbert para- 
foil (given to me by David Checkley, Sr.) 
in the deep blue sky. It was magnificent 
to see the kite flying above the massive 
black south face and the white glacier of 
the world's second highest mountain. 

Moreover, it was an unforgettable 
scene when a number of porters from the 
Hunza and Baltistan areas enjoyed the 
kiteflying. Most of them were seeing this 
kind of kite for the first time. They gath- 
ered to  hold the line alternately; some ran 
and jumped on the new snow and talked 

How It  All Came About 
Dr. Makoto Omori of the Tokyo Univer- 
sity of Fisheries is a close friend, both 
professionally and socially, of oceanog- 
rapher David M. Checkley, Jr. Dave Jr. 
introduced "Mac" to Katsutaka Murooka 
of the Japan Kite Photography Associa- 
tion. As Dave Sr. relates: 

"Murooka outfitted Omori with a 
large parafoil and a rokkaku, and helped 
him build a radio-controlled camera rig. 
The results of this effort are given in the 
scientific paper by Omori and Murooka, 
'Kite as a Research Vehicle for Observa- 
tion of Surface Patches of Antarctic 
Krill' (published in March 1985 by the 
Tokyo University of Fisheries)." Al- 
though there were problems with the 
survey, the parafoil kite proved itself 
well-suited to its job. 

It was only natural that Omori would 
take a parafoil to the Himalayas. And as 
Dave Jr. says, "The parafoil is ideal for 
mountaineers. I always carry one in my 
pack and have flown i t  on peaks in the 
Antarctic, Japan, Europe, Africa, North 
America, China and elsewhere." 

excitedly. I thought of the meaning and 
impact of kiteflying on these good people 
in the Karakoram. 

The weather changed before long, and 
clouds veiled the msuntain. When the kite 
was pulled in, it snowed. 

-Makoto Omori 

Other High Location Flights 
It is uncertain if Omori's flight at K2 is a 
record for highest location of a kiteflier 
(not to be confused with highest altitude 
above ground reached by a kite). But it 
is certain other efforts have been made. 

In 1982, an American women's climb- 
ing team flew Skynasaur stunt kites at  
the Mount Everest base camp, where a 
dramatic photograph was taken, but fur- 
ther information remains sketchy. 

The Mainichi Daily News of May 12, 
1977 reported plans of a 50-man Japa- 
nese expedition to  climb K2 and fly a 
kite on the summit. No further news 
came to light. 

However, the same report added that, 
according to the Japan Kite Association, 
a Japanese in November 1974 succeeded 
in flying a kite at the top of Mount Kili- 
manjaro, Africa, at a height of 5,895 
meters (19,636 feet). 

Depending on the altitudes (besides 
that of the base camp) at which Omori 
flew, the Kilimanjaro flight appears to 
be the record, but we will continue to 
seek further information. 
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Cloth k~tes, Mylar@ kites, 
stunt kites, string, windsocks, toys, 

fighter kites, paper kites 
and accessories. 

Great for s~ng le  o r  dua l - l~ne krtesl 
S~mple t o  uselComes In 5 slzes 

We have 8 colorful years of 
quality product and service. 
Call or write for brochure. 

Windstreamers Inc. 
14 2 0 N.W Gilman Blvd., Suite 2 1 0 2  

Issaquah, WA 98027 6 Fleet Street 
1 (206) 222-5400 or 1 (800) 435-5558 
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A Revolution In Kite Technology 

The World's First High 
Performance Stunt Rotor 

High-rpm lifting turbine 
Super-quick 2-line control 
21" long, less than 2 oz. 
Complete with line, handles, 
and instructions 

At  your k ~ t e  store or send $15 (UPS 
delivery included) to: 

SKYCYCLE 
Box 12691. Wichi ta.  KS 67277 

Fly m e B p a p e r  bag kites, 
easy-to-assemble, easy- 

to-fly, for schools, community 
groups, stores, etc., and inex- 
pensive advertising premium 
kites. 

UME MOTE FA68011 
Box 9081, Seattle, WA 98109 

2061285-6262 

Send for Free 

- 9  1 f - d  .--' w-. 

.,.- 

"A:' .? .! ,y ' 
. ': 4m5, - t'h. , 

The Best Kites and Service 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We'll match any mail-order price * 
Get the kites you want from Into The Wind, 

America's leading mail-order kite company since 198 1. 

Into The Wind 
14084 Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302 (303) 449-5356 

* If you find the same kite or accessory selling for less by mail, send us a 
copy of the catalog or ad, and we'll match the price. This offer applies to 

mail-order sales from current catalogs or magazines and cannot be 
combined with other discounts. 

KITES & BOOMERANGS . . . THE graphite creations, unique custom- 
COMPANION SPORTS! Worlds wid- made Bh, and modern wood pro- 
est selection of the finest Sport duction sticks . . . The 0-MAN has 
Boomerangs. "Sticks" f rom USA, them all. Order your FREE illustrated 
England, France, Germany. Aus- catalo toda FAST, PERSONAL 
tralio. Incredible returns! Modern SERVIC?ALWAY~ 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 

BOOMERANG MAN, 1806-K North 3rd St., Monroe, Louisiana 71201-4222 
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OSOW Year 2 

E verybody saw that it was possible t o  
do it and that we actually had to  do it," 

said Guido Guidarelli and Mauro Gam- 
baccini for Gruppo Vulandra, a kite club 
in Ferrara, Italy. 

What the group did was raise a kite 
and banner marked with hundreds of 
peace messages and signatures over the 
town of Sumy, near Kiev in the Soviet 
Union. The day, October 12, 1987 was 
marked by light winds, sunny skies, short 
speeches and large crowds. 

It was a first in the USSR and perhaps 
the most unusual of the kite flys in 
scores of locations that were observing 
One Sky, One World that day. 

From Hungary, a postcard stamped 
with an official postage cancellation 
carried the OSOW logo from the city of 
KaposvLr to the rest of the world. 

Elsewhere, kitefliers turned out at  
double the level of the 1986 event. Near 
Auckland, New Zealand, 3,000 people 
attended; in Seattle, Washington, 1,800 
kites were counted in the sky. One Sky, 
One World had clearly established itself as 
an ongoing international rally. 

Luckily, founder Jane Parker-Ambrose 
had not yet dropped from exhaustion and 
on March 12, 1988 in Redondo Beach, 
California, the first organizational meet- 
ing of nine people was held. The occasion 
brought forth the naming of an initial 
board of directors, the  adoption of an 
official statement of purpose, and a good 
deal of brainstorming. 

Reports since the meeting show that 
progress is being made in several areas. 
For example, nonprofit status has been 
applied for and Hi-Flier Manufacturing 
Co. is continuing as a sponsor and maker 

1 of official kites. ~ d d i t i o n a l  corporate 
sponsorship is being sought and a pre- 
packaged festival kit is being prepared. 
lane continues t o  devosit all donations in 

Printed o Woven Labels I 
Custom Art Department 
8-Color Weav~ng 
4 &lor Prlntlng 
Hot Cuttlng & Foldlng 
Stock on hand Made In U S 
Care & Size Labels 
Manufacturers slnce 1938 
Short Runs 0 K 

Washable dry cleanable, sea 
water 6 stonewash resistant 
Iron On/Sew On Woven 
Emblems 

NU VOGUE WOVEX Ralsed 
Prlnl Labels 
Se Habla Espaiiol 
Prlnled Carton Sealing Tape 

I 1212 SOUTH PEDRO ST Quality Image 6 Logo Reproduction on Satin, Nylon, 
LOS ANOELES. CA 90015 Poly/Cotton, Polyester b Cotton Twill Taves. I 

the OSOW account. She and her husband 
Larry have been paying for expenses until 
nonprofit status is obtained and the board 
of directors approves all expenditures. 

The latest -news is that on April 23, 
1988, Jane was recognized with a special 
award by the Chamber of Commerce of 
the City of Ferrara, Italy. She received an 
etched bronze plaque in a ceremony 
attended by 500 people. She traveled as a 
guest of the cities of Ferrara and Castig- 
lione del Lago, where she participated in 
their kite festivals. -V.G. 
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Sutton Flow Form Parafoil 
flies effortlessly in a wider range of wind 

than other parafoils. Over 10 carefully coordinated 
color combinations available now in 8 sizes: 

#4 - 4 sq. ft. #16 - 16 sq. ft. #60 - 60 sq. ft #252 - 252 sq. ft. 
#8 - 8 sq. ft. #30 - 30 sq. ft. #I25 -125 sq. ft. #550 - 550 sq. ft. 

Made of 3/4-02. spinnaker ripstop nylon. 
Each in an attractive, rugged carrying bag. 
Quality workmanship, made in the U.S.A. 

For more information, contact Air Affairs, Inc. 

107 Chelsea Rd., Hatboro, PA 19040 
21 51672-1470 

8 

MINIATURE STRO 

TO THE KITE 0 

25251 Yacht Drive 
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Celestial Wmdsy Sea Winds? Wid Critters? I Wmds Rhof Wid R h y m e  and kudl Wid... 
Please call or write for more information. We offer fast, friendly service. 

P.O. Box 1006 Hamilton, MT 59840 406-363-1 050 

W H E N  YOU CAN'T S A Y  IT 
WITH A KITE . . . 

i . . . S A Y  IT 
WITH 
A CARD! 

/ 

. . . S A Y  IT 
WITH 
A CARD! 

Qualiry Images Manufacturer & Exporter 
of Kites & Windsocks 

Customers' designs are welcome 

P.O. Box 35-6 
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C. 
Telex: 34380 MOTOYS 

Cable: "MOTOYS" Taipei 
Tel: (02) 922-8798,922-5584 

L 
Fax : 886-2-9281 045 

KITE LINES SPRING 1988 



/ 
The 16-foot delta A .  with 6-foot mine 

. reliable ~erformance Y \"": P*v 
ripstop nylon sail 

I . fiberglass magc wand strut system 
breaks down to 30" bag 

One of Jerry's Kites 
P.O. Box 388, Ocean Park, WA 98640 

206-665-6464 

Custom Transparent 

Mylar Decal 

w l LOVE KITES 
Inside Window Application 

4 Color 

$2.00 Post Paid 

Send Check or Money Order 
to 

UNIQUE LABELS 
P. 0 .  Box 1245 

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035 

Dealer Inquires Welcome 

I CHINA FOLK ARTS IMPORT I 
EVER FLOWN THE FINE SILK 

KITES OF BEIJING? 

Unless you travel to China yourself, you 
haven't seen any Chinese kites to match 
our quality, hand-crafted hand-painted 
silk kites of Beijing. These are today's 
kites of ancient China. To fly these 
beauties is to join the origins of the 
world of kites. 

For a full-color catalog 
showing over 60 hand-painted 

Chinese silk kites, 

Send $3.75 + .25 postage to: 

CHINA FOLK ARTS IMPORT 
1428 WAVERLY AVENUE 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28203-5237 
(704) 377-0283 

EXPERIENCE THE HIGH-TECH OF 1000 BC. 

The YO-YO with a BRAINB 

I 7;be world's longest spinning and only automatically_returning yo-yo! I 
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YOMEGA CORP. 
1641 N. Main St. 
Fall River, MA 02720 
617-672-7399 or 800-338-8796 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
Austria and Germany: Wolkensturmer, 52 Hansastrasse, 

D-2000 Hamburg 13, West Germany 
Switzerland: Der Spieler, Hauptstrasse 106, CH-4102 

Binningen, Switzerland 



kite lf nes 
are back.. . 
incredibly strong lines with 
NO KNOTS, NO SPLICES, NO FRAYING 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 

S A I L C L O T H  

shanti 
kite spools \ 
480 Clementina Street 
San Francisco. CA 94103 \ 

H A R D W A R E  415-621-4260 

BainbridgeIAquabatten, Inc. 

252 Revere Street 
Canton, MA 0202 1 
617-82 1-2600 1-800-422-5684 
I-.. A Division of The Dexter Corporation 

'DuPont Reg. TM 

PETER POWELL KITES, INC 
1040 N.E. 4 3  Court 
Fort Lauderd.de, FL 33334 
305-565-5588 

MANUFACTURED IN THE U.S A. BY 5 \ 

--- 
Astwway. RhOdelslandOZ804 ' G 

M ost kite organizations are search- 
ing constantly for new members, 

but it is especially difficult for a new, 
small group of novices to  get off the 
ground without help from someone some- 
where. That's when Kite Lines can help. 

Here are a handful of fledgling kite 
clubs who can use all the new members 
they can get. If you are in the  neighbor- 
hood, why not get in touch? And tell 
them that Kite Lines sent you. . Ottawa Valley Kite Club, c/o Eric 
Brackenbury, Post Office Box 253, Carp, 
Ontario KOA 1 LO, CANADA. . The Informal Group for the Eleva- 
tion of Kites, c/o Julian crawford Begg, 6 
Athlone Road, Parkview 2193, Johannes- 
burg 2000, Transvaal, SOUTH AFRICA. . The Denpasar Kite Association, c/o 
Dr. Rai Girigunadhi, Jalan Surapati 7 ,  
Denpasar, Bali, INDONESIA. . Schwabisch-Gmunder Drachen Club, 
C/O Dr. Franz Arz, Ahornweg 4,  D-7076 
Mutlangen, WEST GERMANY. . Kite Club of Geneva, c/o Francois 
L. Vincent, 114 route de  Meinier, CH-1253 
Vandoeuvres, SWITZERLAND. . Space Coast Kite Club, c/o Sheri 
Taylor, 408 Meadowlark Lane, Satellite 
Beach, F L  32937, USA. . Gator Kiters, c/o Mark Glick, 2490 
S.W. 14th Drive (No. 5), Gainesville, FL 
3 2608, USA. . Sunflower Kite Club, c/o Kenneth 
D. Mace, 102 Vine Street, Garnett, KS 
66032, USA. 

Meanwhile, if you have a computer 
and a modem, and if you care t o  contact 
other kitefliers with similar equipment, 
you can call the electronic bulletin b e d  
established by the  Raritan Area Fliers. 
(Contact: Ray Brandes, President, o r  Ed 
Boganski, Editor of the  newsletter, P.O. 
Box 1094, Edison, NJ 08818.) 

The telephone number of the "Jersey 
Shore BBS" is 201-613-7350 and the 
board operates at  300/1200/2400 baud. 

Once you are "logged on,"  you can 
receive or send messages, calendar items, 
names and addresses, hints, tips and tech- 
niques about kites o r  computers o r  both. 

Since the bulletin board is relatively 
new, it needs plenty of help in the form 
of input. If your telephone bill can stand 
the strain, you might like t o  try this latest 
form of instant communication in the  
kite community. 

And don't forget t o  tell them that Kite 
Lines sent you. 0 
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Arficfe by Valerie Govig 
Photographs by Theodore L. ~ a n e k i n  
with addfionaf b h t  bv 
Simon Freidin,'~aferie &d ~ e f  ~ o v i g  

r 

m d  Ay~mi Ogawa 
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kitefliers are familiar 
with the legendary names of 

Hamamatsu, Shirone, 
Sagamihara, Hoshubana and 

other Japanese cities 
noted for their 

great kite celebrations. 
Less known are the 

names of Aso, 
Daikanbo, Kumamoto 
and Nagasaki-on the 

southern island of 
Kyushu. 

Yet at these places, too, 
the visitor will experience 

unique kiteflying. 

I Christian Gloger of Berlin, West Germany, 
flies his Rainbow stunt kitsset Daikanbo, Japan, 

R - 1: tho day before h e  Gnat Am Kite Festival. 

TRAVEL IS COMPOSED OF Valuable 
Experiences, Miserable Moments and Ed- 
ucation by Surprise. The flat periods in 
between-waiting at airports, riding in 
buses, packing and unpacking suitcases- 
fade out of memory in comparison to the 
VEs, MMs and ESs. 

We are leaning into the curves as our 
bus twists its way up the steep slopes to  
Daikanbo in Mount Aso National Park, 
Japan. We crane our necks to see the 
breathtaking view back toward Aso-town. 
As we ride, the town shrinks to a minia- 
ture footprint in this magnificent aIpine 
landscape. The grass is a barely believable 

glowing emerald green. Patches of lush 
forest occasionally engulf the bus, cutting 
off the sunlight until we twist back to 
more meadows, more views. We are soon 
at the road's end, but still not the peak. 
We must carry our kites and walk the 
steep final path to the summit. 

Daikanbo, "big look view," according 
to our interpreter, Shirley, attracts a 
stream of tourists, mostly Japanese. It has 
a niajestic 360-degree view from the peri- 
meter of the crater basin, which includes 
'five peaks, collectively called Aso, the 
world's largest active compound volcano. 
At times, we see smoke and steam puffing 

from the "sleeping Buddha." Ours is a 
dramatic hilltop site-spacious, warm and 
breezy. And today we have more: massive 
cumulus clouds moving about like restless 
lions. All day, the sunlight, the colors of 
the sky and earth, and our moods will 
shift and flow. This is the most beautiful 
place I have ever seen for kiteflying. 

Outstanding kites are here, brought by 
the 45-some people from 10 countries 
who have been invited-and hundreds of 
enthusiasts from many parts of Japan. 
America itself is represented by two 
groups. One is composed of five members 
brought by Kite Lines: photographer- 
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kiteflier Ted Manekin, certified member 
of the Mama-sans LisaManekin, Kite Lines 
staffers Valerie and Me1 Govig, all from 
Baltimore, plus stunt-flying ace Lee 
Sedgwick, by separate flight from Erie, 
Pennsylvania. The second group of four 
members is invited through Dave Checkley 
and includes Tom Mallard and Randy 
Rouse of Seattle, Washington ; Wayne 
Hosking of Houston, Texas; and Bobby 
Stan'field of Madison, Tennessee.* 

For this the 11th annual Great Aso 
World Kite Festival on July 26, 1987, a 
committee of 60 people are organized 
under the vibrant leadership of Tadakazu 
Funasaki. Sponsors are the Kumamoto 
Broadcasting Company and the Kumamo- 
to Daily News; "collaborators" are the 
Japan Kite Association, Kumamoto Pre- 
fecture (in which Aso is located), and the 
YMCA International Center; and the hosts 
are the Kumamoto Kite Association and 
the town of Aso. These and other sponsors 
have raised enough money to pay not only 
for the guests' lodging, meals and trans- 
portation in Japan, but for their airfare to 
Japan-a rare level of generosity. Yet the 
outstanding feature of this festival is not 
its funding but the atmosphere of hospi- 
tality, friendship and enthusiasm that per- 
vades every activity. 

We felt this from the first minute we 
arrived and were welcomed at Fukuoka 
International Airport, the main air con- 

*The other foreign participants are: 
Australia 

Helen'Bushell, Simon Freidin, Leon and 
Moira Pericles, Peter and Malcolm Travis 

China 
Ji Wei, Kang Jian, Mao Xin Min, 

Sun Xi Qi, Yao Zhi Xing 
China (Taiwan) 

Kin Kan Hsieh, Kun Sung Hsieh 
Korea (seven of the following) 

Park Yoon Soo, Yoo Yeon Oh, Im i o o  Wol, 
Lee Sang Soon, Kin Jin Woo, Suh Sang Soo, 
Yang Sae Soo, Yoon Woo Tong, No Yo Sang, 

Shin Tae Hyung 
Nepal 

Keshab Bahadur Thapa 
New Zealand 

Clyde Cook, Tom Corbett, 
Peter and Elwyn Lynn 

Singapore (two of the following) 
Michael Seet, Michael Tan Kah Lam, 

Chua Wing Chuan, Lim Pek Guan 
Thailand 

Ron Spaulding, Boontam Himskul, 
Vinai Poomaitong, Siriwat Poomaitong, 
Suvit Chanwimol, Kitipong Chanwimol, 

Charubun Pananond 
West Germany 

Christian Gloger, Jiirgen Lienau 

Above: Akiyoshi 
Odagawa, from 
Yokohama, with 
mini Windspinner 
on hat, flies his 
sun-faced parafoil 
with tube tail. 
Left: f he teain 
from Singapore 
displays its train 
of well-behaved 
penguins. 
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Clyde Cook, Tom Corbett and Peter Lynn wrestle 

nection for Japan's southern island, 
Kyushu, where Aso, Kumamoto and 
Nagasaki are located. We will visit all 
three places in the course of our  tour 
from July 24 through 30. 

Two Miserable Moments have occurred 
on the trip so far. First, we (Ted, Lisa, 
Me1 and I) have no kites. Our luggage is 
trapped in the Seoul airport because of a 
Northwest Airlines snafu. Second, Me1 is 
missing this entire day. He is in Seoul nag- 
ging the airport officials. Without kites 
and Mel, I feel like a drifter. 

On Daikanbo, we have our first chance 
to  fulfill our  part of the bargain and fly 
kites. Nearly every invited guest is busy. 
The most energy radiates from the New 
Zealand team: Peter and Elwyn Lynn, 
Clyde Cook and Tom Corbett. They are 
i!ying Peter's kites that we know and 
iove: his Tri-D boxes, his giant panda 
delta made for the  World Wildlife Fund, 
and two of his wriggling, writhing centi- 
pede banners. The team recruits helpers 
who wrestle with the equipment in a 
wind that is rough and fitful. 

It  pleases me t o  see members of the 
Thai Kite Heritage Group assembling and 
putting u p  their husky chula and delicate 
pakpao kites.* A video crew mills around, 
and the Group's founder Ron Spaulding 
tries t o  explain the Thai kite "battle of 
the sexes" t o  them in a few simple words. 

tures both traditional and new kites." Ah, 
so! Is language the problem here? I n ur  "star" performer, Lee Sedgwick, 

has assembled his five-kite stunt 

1 \ / t r a in  and chosen his flying spot, a 

' with one of Peter's centipedes. 

The always spectacular Starflake kites 
of Tom Mallard fly briefly over the peak, 
but  the winds are not suitable. Arranged 
on  the ground, however, the kites make a 
splash as sculpture. The same is true of 
the kites of Peter Travis of Australia, who 
knows better than to fight the wrong 
conditions. 

A 
ustralia's Helen Bushel1 is trying one 
of her kites on  another part of the 
summit. Analyzing the winds, she 

chooses her best candidate, a fishlike Flex- 
kite. Simon Freidin of Australia puts up  
his stunt delta sewn in a multicolor star- 
burst pattern. Nearby, Christian Gloger is 
flying a set of Rainbow stunt kites. 

Many Japanese are here in groups and 
wearing uniform hapi coats. Some fliers 
from Kyoto specialize in small kites, 
approximately five inches in size, minia- 
tures of the  classics of Japan that we 
know from literature and legend. 

Some of the Japanese are flying a kite 
shaped rather like a horshoe crab and 
fitted with a powerful hummer on  the 
leading edge. I talk t o  Jimmy Satow of 
Aso, a retired hotelier who had studied at  
the University of Washington and whose 
excellent English is very helpful. Satow 
seems t o  know the kite with the hummer. 
He calls it a baramon and says it is from 
Nagasaki. (We are never t o  see it a t  Naga- 
saki, where the traditional hata rules the 

skies.) I cannot seem to take my eyes off 
the baramon kites, which move slowly 
but constantly t o  and fro, giving off 
growls and buzzes in changing cadences. 
In several respects, they remind me of the 
Malaysian wau bulan and the Buriram, 
Thailand, song bong kites. 

Funasaki comes by and I ask him about 
his letter of invitation t o  the festival. He 
had written, "We recently discovered that 
our Aso event is Japan's oldest kite festi- 
val." Yet other announcements call this 
the l l t h  annual. Why the discrepancy? 
Funasaki smiles, "This is the  l l t h  festival, 
not the oldest in Japan, but the oldest of 
its type-an event that draws people from 
all parts of Japan and the world and fea- 

steep green vale. Lee gracefully runs 
around in the tall grass and catches the 
winds as they shift and gust. The crowd 
gathers at the ridge, the cameras come 
ou t  and Lee jumps and twists and moves 
the kites everywhere. His control seems 
perfect, yet it depends o n  the winds; his 
real ability is in gauging them continuously 
t o  get the full dynamic range from their 
performance without going past the  edge 
and into a dive. Lee not only meets the 
challenge-he turns it into style, creating 
the dance as he  goes. And when Lee 
brings the roaring stack down across the  
heads of the  crowd in a "strafing" attack 
people clap and cheer. The girls go crazy, 
screaming like fans at  a rock concert. 
Afterwards the giggling girls line u p  t o  get 
their picture taken with a grinning Lee. 

Some fliers are too  involved t o  leave 
this place for something as mundane as 
lunch. They miss a delightful visit t o  a 
nearby barbecue in the meadows. We 
gather around grills t o  cook our own ten- 
der beef, onions, peppers and cabbage. 
Charcoal smoke drifts out the big screened 
windows toward the cows in the distance 
-the traditional "red cows of Aso." These 
orange cows are marked with dye (rather 
than branded) in Arabic numerls on one 
side and Japanese characters on  the other. 
They are set loose t o  graze freely from 
April through September. In the fall, the 
grass turns gold and is cut for  hay. In 

'For a complete description, see "Thai Kites: 
Ancient Tradition, Perennial Excitement" by 
Ron Spaulding (Kite Lines, Winter-Spring 1987,  
Vol. 6 No. 3) .  pp. 60-71. 
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Opening with a flourish 
at the Great Aso World Kite Festival: 

top, a group of drummers beat up a frenzy of 
excitement in front of an enormous kite 

staked to the ground. Right, Helen Bushell 
of Australia, seeking sun protection. 

encircles herself with her kite. Above, 
Tsutomu Hiroi's solar hot air balloon rolls 

skyward in the shape of a cow. 

March the hills are burnt off t o  control 
ticks and encourage new growth; thus the 
intense green of the grass that ripples in 
the wind like the hair on a shaking collie. 

Back at the summit of Daikanbo, the 
winds are strong and many kites cannot 
fly, but the sky is full. I see a three- 
dimensional flower-leaf-dragonfly kite 
that shows expert craftsmanship and a 
novel concept. Unfortunately, lacking an 
interpreter at  this moment, I cannot re- 
cord the maker's name. 

It is easier when Akiyoshi Odagawa of 

Yokohama comes up speaking excellent 
English and introduces himself and his 
son. He is wearing numerous kite buttons 
and a cap with a whirling windsock at- 
tached. But his kites are interesting be- 
cause they are not very "Japanese." They 
are of ripstop nylon, immaculately sewn, 
one a parafoil with a sun face, another an 
Edo with a bullseye in electric hues. 

This dazzling day has made an immedi- 
ate and deep impression on me. As a kiter 
I consider it one of my most Valuable 
Experiences. I am grateful to our hosts. 

We are bussed back to our hotel, the 
Gogaku, where Me1 and the delayed lug- 
gage have arrived! We can relax now in 
the hot spa waters (a natural feature of 
Aso as a resort town), but we choose in- 
stead to bathe in the deep Japanese tub in 
our tidy room. Then we walk to the town 
gymnasium for the dinner and auction. 

Tables are set up in the gym and laden 
with food, but it is like a party rather 
than a meal: there are no chairs but there 
is plenty of "biru" (beer). We are given a 
paper asking us for information about the 
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auction items we have brought, and con- 
firming,the (unusual) policy: "Sold money 
will be given t o  you during the trip." Me1 
has an eight-foot Aso Rokkako he made 
for the  occasion. 

Several people are on the  stage and 
start talking over the  microphone in 
Japanese. Since the foreign guests speak 
little or no Japanese, they cannot bid o n  
anything. The auction goes on  for  a time, 
but only the Japanese can participate ef- 
fectively, so it peters ou t  and the  Aso 
Rokkaku is not sold. 

A western-style band starts playing 
and the tables are taken down for dancing. 
Tom Mallard joins right into the conga 
line, but some of us  want ear plugs. There 
are interesting displays on  tables around 
the sides of the room, and the  items that 
were t o  be auctioned are now moved 
here. 

On reflection, the debacle is very 
funny. Education by Surprise: even the 
Japanese can goof up. 

We are ready for some sleep, but  we 
see signs posted in the  hotel elevators 
announcing a "second party" at a nearby 
inn. Me1 goes, but  I risk offending our 
hosts in favor of sleep. 

A 
lovely new day finds us  on  the  bus 
t o  the  official festival site. The 
drive gives m e  a chance t o  talk t o  

Keshab Bahadir Thapa, from Katmandu, 
Nepal, who is the entire Nepalese "team." 
He is 27, a student of Japanese in Tokyo, 
aiming t o  study economics. Since child- 
hood he has made and flown many kinds 
of kites, learning from experienced hands. 
But then, "all people know how t o  make 
kites in Nepal," he says. The basic fighter 
"anyone can make." Temple-shaped kites 
are also common. Two kinds of kite paper 
are made in Nepal, of different thicknesses 
for different kites. Keshab apologizes that 
his own kites are painted poorly by his 
(Nepalese) standards. 

The best kiteflying weather in Nepal is 
in August o r  September, Keshab says. 
"Then there are lots of kites in the sky." 
He spreads his hands and smiles, his dark 
eyes sparkling. He describes the flying 
that goes o n  "morning t o  evening. All the  
time we fly kites, stopping only t o  take 
lunch. We fly from the rooftops, but  
some go t o  large open ground. In the 
countryside, we go  t o  the mountaintops 
t o  fly. We cut  kites down with glass line 
as they d o  in India." 

"Nowadays, I fly kites only two or 
three times, in September. I can't do as 
much, but  I love kites very much-all 

Spectators at Aso crowd around a train of 2,610 kites made by Sadao Harada. left foreground. 

kinds of kites." Another big smile. 
Soon we arrive at  the  festival site, a ski 

area below the Aso caldera. This space is 
snowy in the  winter but  green in the  sum- 
mer, and the  lift that  carries skiers to  the 
top of the slope is an entertaining ride- 
with-view for people at  the  kite festival. 

However, before we can d o  anything 
like that,  we are asked t o  line u p  and 
march t o  the field in an Olympic-style 
parade of countries. (This is becoming 
de rigueur for  certain "international" 
events, and is very impressive, but it  does 
cut down on  flying time.) Young children, 
perfectly behaved and wearing spotless 
uniforms and white gloves, carry placards 
for leading us t o  our positions. 

Just as we gather, we are greeted by  
Darcy Howard of Mabelvale, Arkansas, 
here with her family visiting Ayumi Ogawa 
of Fukuoka, formerly an exchange stu- 
dent  in their home in America. Darcy has 
come t o  the  Aso Kite Festival because she 
is a kiter, the winner of the design prize 
at  a Little Rock festival. We immediately 
insist that  she join our U.S. group. But I 
find the  most appreciated part of this in- 
stant friendship is that  Ayumi is willing 
t o  walk with m e  around the  field and 
translate during part of the festival. 

As a brass band plays, we march on 
field t o  hear official speeches in Japanese. 
Some translation is provided, but not the 
names and offices of the speakers, who 
must be important-they are wearing suits. 
The sun is hot,  but we are diverted by 
Professor Tsutomu Hiroi, well-known kite 
designer and author. He has made and 
brought a solar hot  air balloon in the 
shape of a cow that  rises and hovers 
behind us. We try not t o  laugh noticeably 

in the middle of the  formalities. 
Despite the light winds, some kites are 

quickly flying, notably trains. One at  the 
far upper end of the  field is a magnet for 
me, though I can barely see the most 
distant kites in t h e  long, twisting line. 
With Ayumi's help, I talk t o  the  train's 
maker, Sadao Harada, a 70-year-old retired 
schoolmaster from Kagoshima City. The 
kites are 31cm wide by 20cm tall (12 
inches by 8 inches), a high aspect ratio 
for  train kites. Spars are bamboo and sails 
are high-density polyethylene. Short tails 
are attached. Of the  3,400 kites Harada 
has brought, only 2,610 are flying. The 
wiry little Harada is assisted by four burly, 
gloved line haulers, who are now retriev- 
ing the  kites in a spiral pattern into a big 
box. Muscles are needed because the  line 
at  the earth end is thick and pulling hard. 
Harada tells m e  that  these kites are from 
the same batch that he made earlier for  
the train he flew t o  break the Guinness 
world record. At  that  time, he says, he 
flew 7,150 kites ou t  of the 10,000 he had 
prepared. 

H 
arada's train was not  recognized 
as a record by the Japan Kite 
Association. (The editors a t  Guin- 

ness are not so hard t o  convince.) I have 
the opportunity t o  observe the train with 
m y  own eyes, although I cannot count 
each kite. The kites are colored in groups, 
and a number is marked on the  last kite 
in each group t o  facilitate verification of 
the count. But I am troubled by  the 
many kites which have slipped from their 
anchor points on  the line and slid into the  
next kite-effectively making one kite 
from two. Also a number of the  kites are 
tipsy and out-of-plane with the rest of the 
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	 ducat ion by Suqieise: and a mystery.re- :r - - 
mainitrg iri ~ a ~ a n  like k g  aven Fuji. 

Ayumi h d  I are attracted by a-:g~j.iap 
of kites actrsss the geld. A tea& of 35  
yCaq&:-~~@@bing wo$neb of PuEhmorn5' 
dry'&. joined aogettjs t o  prj.&ce &&I 
fly ehese kites. m e  is a y~l low dim@. 
made 'swr ,me m6mhs' time -by S h p h  
Ik&ta anat' %&~ko kbm4d.a. Thkir n ~ ~ d l -  , 

It is obviovs that this is the ideal @c~asion 
for a Mama-sans encounter. We c o u a h t  
hwe planned it better. Ayumi and I &&$ 
change information and learn that this is 
the Bellpo Group, meaning "group gath- 
e e d  for making life worthwhile." Their 
coach is Xenichi Tsuru. I explain that we 
are the Mma-sans, a wornell's kiteflying 
tm. and &hat we want to fly our rok- 
ka;ku wirk&kiei& after lunch. We agtee to 
meet and fly. i 

Lunch gives XBG an hour to assemble a 
Mama-sans team. While we are enjoying 
our Japanese-Western box lunches, I talk 

* to Lisa Manekin, ElWpn Lynn, Moira 



takes courage t o  attempt t o  be Japanese 
in Japan.) We talk with the Bellpo Group 
again. This time Ayumi is not  on  hand, 
but  a few of the women speak a little En- 
glish. I speak slowly. We gesture. They 
understand! They are enthusiastic! And 
we agree t o  launch and fly at  the same 
time and place. It is not really a competi- 
tion, but  a comparison is inevitable. 

And the  Bellpo Group trounces us. Of 
course, their kite is larger . . . 

But admitedly, they handle theirs 
' 

better. We run around uncoordinated and 
Mucha Rokkaku dives and crashes, while 
the Bellpo samurai stays up. We concede 
to the Bellpo Group. 

But we want to  d o  better. Never having 
flown together before, we fly the kite one 
more time, giving it our fullest attention, 
remembering to give wind t o  the kite. 
This time our  kite flies well and high. We 
back our way across the  field, coaxing the 
kite in the  light winds as far as space per- 
mits. We have saved face and we sense 
that the Japanese women appreciate it. 

The real spirit of the  occasion is cele- 
brated as we join together after the flying 
for group pictures. We communicate with 
body language and many smiles, sensing 
that these minutes of joy will be treasured 
for years. Without a doubt, this is a very e or m e  ~ o r r n  nyusnu erlra nlre ~ o v ~ n g  society. 

Valuable Experience. Bottom, long tails ripple as train of variegated circle kites is launched by Leon Pericles of Australia. 

Around 3 o'clock, some cooling clouds 
arrive and with them a bit of wind. Sud- his newest high-tech lightweight multicell but since we cannot understand the lan- 
denly we see all sorts of kites. Kin Kan box, a t  last showing that  it really flies as guage, we are not sure if such sights as 
Hsieh and his helpers from Taiwan launch good as it looks. Peter Lynn's kites are Leon's train are properly appreciated by  
one of his spectacular dragons with roll- finally staying up  without leg power. the  crowd. 
ing eyes and golden horns. It is not the What's over there? It's a train of circle At  one point during the  day I stray t o  
only dragon at  this festival, bu t  I am un- kites by Leon Pericles of Australia. Leon the side field and discover that  a demon- 
able to  identify the  others, which appear is an artist (printmaker and painter, noted stration of Korean kite fighting is under- 
t o  be from the Peoples Republic of China for his complex detail) and has made kites way. Fliers are whirling their big Korean 
and Japan. All the dragons fly a t  the re- since 1975. He tries t o  make a new kite reels from two platforms on the field. 
quisite high angle-all are beautiful. for his train each year. Because of paint Spectators are  gathered here and I assume 

My eyes are drawn t o  an elegant crane deterioration on  the cotton surfaces, Leon they appreciate the  show, but  I am disap- 
kite that  reminds me of the work of often repaints each colorful individual de- pointed t o  have no information whatso- 
Shuhei Goto, Japan's premier maker of sign. Since the kites are large (about six ever (in English) about these Korean kites. 
bird kites. Following the  line down t o  the feet in diameter), the train becomes in- They are so small and their movements so 
end, my eyes find a fishing reel and creasingly challenging t o  fly. Several subtle that commentary is essential. I am 
Shohichi Sakamoto of Fukuoka. I learn people have helped assemble the kites and sad at  this lost opportunity; I wonder if 

ness card, with its explicit lay ou t  the tails, and now they are help- the  Japanese are missing as much as I am. 
graphic, and from Ayumi7s ing t o  pull the train up. One wonders how e also are completely oblivious 
translation, that in his town such a variety of pattern and color will t o  a competition that seems t o  
there is a whole group of look together in the sky-jumbled? Sur- M/ be part of this festival, a t  least for  
kiters who make and fly prisingly, the consistency of size, shape the Japanese kiters. We learn, t o  our de- 
Goto-like cranes, eagles, and flying behavior in the train fuses the light, that  the Grand Prize for Groups has 
gulls and other birds. The kites. As they flutter past the blue-green been won by the Bellpo women! Naturally, 

literal name of the group is The North haze of  mountains in the  distance, they this calls for  more picture-taking! 
Kyushu Bird Kite Loving Society. are a lovely sight-but ephemeral. Ted Before we really are ready, we are told 

Out comes a Flexifoil stack with Euro- .Manekin barely has time t o  catch a photo that we must pack u p  t o  catch our bus. It 
pean flag motifs and Christian Gloger a t  of the train before it starts t o  descend. is hard t o  believe it  is over, and hard t o  
the control bar. Bobby Stanfield launches The microphone makes sounds all day, pack u p  all our kites, many of which 
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never had a chance to fly. But our mood 
is mellow by evening, when Shirley takes 
us to a reception room at the hotel for a 
large buffet and much gift-giving, swap- 
ping and talking. We notice that the food 
has been planned to be acceptable to 
Westerners as well as Orientals and we are 
charmed by this sign of special effort. A 
banner hanging across the end of the 
room reads, "Thank you for you (sic) 
Aso kite festival." 

There are speeches and presentations 
now. A beautiful brass plaque is given to 
each group, and we visitors in turn give 
kites and other objects to Funasaki and 
his fellow organizers. Me1 takes this oppor- 
tunity to  give his Aso Rokkaku to the 
committee. "This kite was made for Aso," 
he says. "Please fly it and enjoy it!" We 
are treated to Japanese music and a spon- 
taneous dance around the table. At the 
end, photos are taken of a group, then 
more photos of a larger group, then still 
more photos of everyonejammed together 
and sprawling on the floor. Decorum has 
fallen away entirely by this time. 

Tonight we sleep soundly for the first 
time. We awake to another big breakfast. 
Then we pack up. Our larger kites must 
be sent ahead to Fukuoka because during 
the next few days we must travel "light." 
We are to enjoy four days of touring the 
island of Kyushu before we depart. 

The first stop is at Aso caldera itself. 
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Heretofore we have seen 1~ unly ar a dis- 
tance. Up close it is huge and belching 
clouds of sulphurous smoke. Concrete 
bunkers around the edge provide shelter 
to  tourists in case of a major explosion. 
When we get back on the bus, our girl 
guide in straw hat and white gloves, who 
smiles and bows a t  every opportunity, 
says, "How was your crater?" Very fine, 
thank you. 

0 n our way t o  Kumamoto, we stop a t  
a restaurant with some unusual fea- 
tures: a young woman is playing 

classical music on a grand piano; all the 
china is beautiful handmade Celadon green 
pottery made in an adjacent studio (Peter 
Travis buys a boatload); and we are served 
yakiniku, vegetables and meat (in this case 
Kobe beef), on  fire-hot cast-iron platters 
on which we turn the food with chop- 
sticks to  cook it t o  our taste. It is delicious 
and fun and we agree that  a good promo- 
ter could turn this into America's next 
food craze after Mexican and cajun. 

In Kumamoto we visit two landmarks: 
Suizenji Park, a perfectly manicured Japa- 
nese garden with a tea house and a pond 
full of carp; and Kumamoto Castle, a 
majestic structure built in 1607 and filled 
with the treasures and relics of successive 
rulers, who lived in luxury bu t  appear t o  
have been obsessed with self-defense. It is 
worthwhile t o  pause occasionally and 
make such reflections, since it is quite an 

Scenes from the Aso festival: 
Opposite, clockwise from top: 
Bobby Stanfield of Tennessee 
completes assembly of his multicell 
oblique box kite while Akiyoshi 
Odagawa of Yokohama (holding his 
nylon Edo kite) and his son make 
friendly conversation. 
Kites by the Japanese run the gamut 
from a colorfully painted lady to 
an unusual stack of parafoils to 
a crude flying gorilla. 
This page, a golden-horned dragon 
from China makes a dramatic 

: display before flight. 

exercise on this nor  july uay t o  climb the  
ten flights of stairs. 

We are free in the evening in this big 
cosmopolitan city, and Me1 and I join the  
New Zealand fliers on a trek t o  find an 
authentic tempura house. Little d o  we 
know it will be a whole evening of enter- 
tainment, trying t o  communicate with 
the family that runs this little business. 
Despite very limited vocabularies on  both 
sides, we manage t o  get plenty of  tem- 
pura, noodles, beer and sake; sing a few 
American songs; and learn a little about 
one another. The check for our meals is 
far too  low. We are being treated more 
like honored guests than customers. We 
try t o  buy the banner over the doorway 
with the restaurant's name on it. They in- 
sist on  giving it t o  us. 

The next day, Peter Lynn goes back 
and gives the family a kite, one called A 
Slice of Heaven. He then learns that the 
establishment's name is Gokuraku, mean- 
ing Heaven Restaurant. (If you're ever in 
Kumamoto, go there: this is an official 
Kite Lines recommendation.) 

The next morning we are back o n  the 
bus, which is now a social gathering spot 
as much as transportation. Bus seating 
seems t o  fall into groups by language. Our 
interpreters are stretched thin, and the  
group does much of its own translating. It  
is interesting that  the Chinese of the  Main- 
land and t h e  Chinese of Taiwan are talk- 

ing and translating among themselves. 
In Kumamoto we are greeted by city 

officials and toured through a large govern- 
ment office. Lunch today is fried chicken. 
We learn that the Japanese when traveling 
favor Japanese food;  we are therefore 
being treated as they believe we prefer. 

That afternoon we are free t o  shop, 
and we stroll through a mall that is as 
large as any in America. Me1 buys some 
small backsaws for kitemaking at a cut- 
lery shop because cutlery is a specialty of 
Kumamoto manufacture. But we hardly 
need t o  buy anything because before we 
leave we will be given many mementos: 
placemats of tatami (also a Kumamoto 
specialty), tops, pins and of course kites. 

T hat evening we go t o  a German beer 
garden where the food is a good ap- 
proximation of German, but the 

beer, the  singing and the geisha are pure 
Japanese. We are beginning t o  see that  the 
noisy beer party at night is such a fixture 
in modern Japanese life that our hosts feel 
compelled t o  provide it t o  make our day 
complete. And again tonight there is a 
"second party" a t  a disco. Some of us  are 
offered an alternative, a visit t o  Good 
Time Charlie's, a bar where Charlie and his 
bunch sing and play American country 
music. You could close your eyes and ima- 
gine yourself a t  the  Grand Ole Opry. 

The next morning our tour  guide on  
the  bus sings a long Japanese story-song, 
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translated as "Goodbye t o  Kumamoto." 
We are on our  way to one of kiting's 
meccas, Nagasaki. The trip itself is very 
scenic, but  in case we are not  sufficiently 
entertained, we are shown videos of Aso 
and Daikanbo, fresh from two days ago. 
Someone went t o  a lot of trouble t o  get 
those for us, and I am touched. 

Part of our  trip t o  Nagasaki is by ferry. 
Peter Travis tells me  of his many kite 
projects. (Peter is a story to  himself and 
will be featured in a future Kite Lines.) 
After the ferry, we take a long bus ride 
through beautiful country to  arrive a t  the 
legendary city of Nagasaki.* 

I 
We drive among hills as steep as San \ 

Francisco's. They overlook the ocean and u G. 

are densely built u p  with houses. There An Aso cow kite seen hanging from the rafters 

are views from every street. We are sorry in the German beer ga 

the bus whisks us  past a park commemo- 
rating the atom bomb. Perhaps with their Dutch flag colors of red, white L the tour  organizers d o  not  re- and blue. The Japanese made these lega- 

l alize that we Americans need cies their own in the  hata (meaning flag). 
t o  understand this terrible We are wondering when-or if-we will 

ece of our mutual history. see these kites as we walk down the 
We are on  our way instead to cobblestone street from the garden to our 

Glover Gardens, a hilltop es- bus. We pass a number of shops. A few of 
tate built by the British merchant them have hata-one shop has many! They 

Thomas Glover in the  late 19th centu- are beautifully made of washi and bam- 
ry. The house is representative of the his- boo. Peter Travis buys eight of them. 
toric position of Nagasaki as a trading port As evening approaches, our bus takes 
between Japan and the West. Although us on a twisting and turning ride u p  the 
we enjoy the beautiful views, the  lily hillsides. Near the end, we see a tall build- 
ponds and the sculpture in memory of ing and a few Nagasaki hata flying from 
Cho-Cho-San (for this is the home of the top, a welcoming signal. We go u p  t o  
Madame Butterfly), we are not in the the  rooftop and find it is a restaurant 
right place t o  see Nagasaki hata. above the  city with a tremendous view. 

The hat$ itself is rich in history. Leg- Here we are greeted by the Nagasaki 
end has it that the  Dutch brought the cul- Hata Age Shinko Kai (Society for  the 
ture of India t o  this trading center, along Promotion of Flying Nagasaki Hata). Once 

again, it is food and drink and speeches *For an unsurpassed appreciation of Nagasaki 
and its hata, see Tal Sweeter, The Art of the and exchanges of gifts. But in no way is 
Japanese Kite (Weatherhill: New York, 1974), this routine. Of particular note  are the 

brief and poignant comments of Helen 
Bushell, who hands ou t  her paper peace 

Helen Bushell's dove dove kites. Some of us  fly them while 
box flies in Nagasaki. others fly "fighters" (a term we dislike in 

this context). Me1 tries the winds on the 
different sides of the building. They are 
tricky and turbulent, but the master fliers 
of Nagasaki are skilled; it is a pleasure t o  
see their hands work the  lines. 

I take some minutes t o  talk t o  Helen 
about the war, when she worked in Aus- 
tralia's Army Design as a draftsman, doing 
drawings of flame throwers. Helen carries 
an obvious inner scar from the experience, 
especially because production of flame 
throwers continued after the war. 

Helen has had a full and busy life. She 
raised five children, worked at  a foundry, V G. 
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and studied industrial design as well as art 
(sculpture, pottery, drawing). When she 
began designing kites, she patented one, 
the Trefoil, and became well-known be- 
cause only one other woman in Australia 
had ever held a patent. 

We look out  over the hilly city as the 
sun sets. It  is a town both cosmopolitan 
and friendly. From this high vantage point 
we can see some of the many grave plots, 
grouped by nationalities. The lights come 
on in the rows of houses that  run cheek- 
by-jowl down the  streets toward the dis- 
tant sea. The sky turns a thousand colors. 
Around our rooftop, lanterns toss gently 
in the wind. Perhaps especially because of 
its reminders of pain, this evening is ex- 
quisitely beautiful and happy, indeed a 
Valuable Experience. 

The next morning at our hotel we read 
a guest information sheet with precautions 
for what t o  d o  in an earthquake! Without 
a care, we pile into the bus for Mount 
Tohakkei, the favorite hill for kiteflying 
over Nagasaki. At road's end, we still 
must climb many steps, carrying our kites, 
t o  reach the summit. It is a test of our en- 
thusiasm as kitefliers. None of us  fail. 

U 
nfortunately, it is a gray day and 
the winds are light-to-fitful. Also 
we are unready, after our long 

climb, t o  find the view obscured in some 
places by tall, grassy weeds and bushes 
around the edges of the peak. Perhaps the  
greenery is pruned only in the  spring? We 
don't  know. Education by Surprise. 

We enjoy ourselves anyway. Peter Lynn 
struggles t o  fly a Tri-D box with moderate 
success. Lee Sedgwick and Simon Freidin 
sweep their stunters across the horizon. 

Keshab Bahadur 
Thapa expertly 
twirls his big 
Nepalese spool 
to let his temple 
kite (across the 
page) fly high 
above Mount 
Tohakkei, 
Nagasaki. 



Kin Kan Hsieh puts up  his dragon. Keshab 
Bahadur Thapa flies a small kite in the  
shape of a temple from a large spinning 
spool. The  Chinese group flies a kite with 
a flock of swallows delightfully bobbing 
and weaving along the line. Ted Manekin 
tries to fly his parafoil, bu t  it  and many 
other kites are not fated t o  succeed. 

Saddest of all, Helen loses her big 
dove-decorated box kite over the hill. It  
cannot be  rescued. Helen takes this amaz- 
ingly well, and says she hopes someone 
will find it, fly it and perhaps appreciate 
its symbolism. Helen turns a Miserable 
Moment into a lesson in acceptance. 

But this is a good time for  hata flying. 
Seiko Nakamura, Hiroyoshi Mori, our 
favorite guide Koki Nojiri, Kin Kan Hsieh, 
Wayne Hosking, Tom Mallard and others, 
including Mel, have a go. One of the tech- 
niques of the  Nagasaki fliers, and a sensi- 
ble one, is t o  coil the  line into a basket 
instead of winding it  on  a reel. Hiroyoshi 
wins. No wonder. It  turns ou t  that he  is 
Number One in kenkodako (kite fighting) 
in Nagasaki. 

Something is going on  over at  the 
other side of the summit. Leon Pericles 
runs up  t o  me with a tool in his hand 
from a man who is catching the  falling 
kites. He is surely the  most skilled of all 
the fliers, for  as a cut-down kite starts t o  
fall, he maneuvers his kite around its line 
t o  ensnare the stray and pull it in. The 

Nagasaki kite-catching device, glaotoated line. 

catching tool, hooked into his line, has 
prongs that  remind m e  of the barbs on  
the Thai chula kite, but these barbs are 
smaller and have only two bamboo catch- 
ing prongs split away from the core in- 
stead of six. 

We learn that hata flying takes place 
in Nagasaki on  regular days: the largest 
events on the first Sunday in April and 
the third Sunday in October. The Naga- 
saki club comes here from March through 
May, mostly on  Sundays, t o  "fight" their 
kites (friendly fighting, of course). 

This is our last place t o  fly kites o n  
this visit to  Japan, and we have to be 
nagged t o  leave it. But our mood brightens 
when we are taken t o  a true Japanese 
restaurant. We leave shoes at  the door, sit 
on  low cushions, wipe our hands on hot  
towels offered by obi-clad servers-and 
are treated t o  a feast. It is as much visual 
as gustatory: palest green tea, many small 
artful dishes of marinated vegetables, 
tempura as light as air, and one bowl with 
a small whole fish staring back. Even the 
most timid among us pronounces the 
meal delicious. 

e are o n  the bus again for Fuku- 
oka and our flights home. We trav- M/ el along coastlines, through moun- 

tains, past terraced farms neat as pins. We 
stop to rest a t  a gift shop; when we get 
back o n  the bus, the  shop women come 
out ,  stand in a row, bow, smile and wave. 

In Fukuoka, there is one last dinner, 
which Me1 and I miss because we have t o  
repack our baggage. Ted tells us it was 
full of speeches and the traditional triple 
"Banzai! " 

But I am sure n o  speech could surpass 
the  one by Funasaki earlier that day, as 
we arrived at  our last hotel. Speaking with 
eloquence and warmth through an inter- 
preter, he expressed appreciation for the 
many Valuable Experiences we had all 
provided t o  one another. In his words, 
"With kites there are n o  boundaries." (7 

From one of the slopes of Mount Tohakkei in Nagasaki, where there is a view of the ocean, Simon Freidin's 
stunt kite in a starburst design makes long sweeping passes. I t  is our last place to fly kites on thisvisit to Japan. 





I 
story by Rino Mh., --adtern Winad, 

he letter from the Magyar Sirkhn- T yeresztb' Klub (Hungarian Kite 
Club) was very clear: no sponsor for the 
Budapest Spring Kite Festival. But the 
tone of the letter and the signature of 
~ s t v i n  Bodbczky, whose cordiality I had 
appreciated a t  kite festivals in Italy, 
convinced Marco Ravasini and me t o  go. 

Furthermore, it  would be the inter- 
national debut of our small group of 
kitefliers called ARIA  (Associazione 
Roma e Internationale Aquilonisti). 

A West European citizen crossing an 
East European border cannot but think 
of distant memories of the iron curtain 
and spy movies. We also felt a little bit 
nervous-and not a little afraid-about 
our kite packages (long, strange and 
weapon-like? ), as we did not  know 
enough Hungarian or German t o  explain 
that  they were only kites, not  rolled 
flags or material for political propaganda. 

Soldiers in uniform surrounded our car 
while I wondered how long it would take 
t o  check all the kite packages with their 

accompanying confusion of tails, wind- 
socks, strings, ribbons, etc. And Eastern 
border guards are supposed t o  be suspi- 
cious, you know-yet, as soon as the  
magic Hungarian word shrkhny was 
sounded, military expressions lit up  in 
smiles, m y  premonitions were proved 
wrong and, waving, we quickly passed 
o17er the border. What a fantastic key- 
word t o  open the iron curtain: shrkhny 
(pronounced shar-KAH-nyeh). 

Our long journey from Rome through 
half of Italy, Austria and half of Hungary 
ended at  Istvdn's house with all of us sit- 
ting around a Hungarian tureen, a huge 
steaming pot full of gulyhs (literally 
cowboy soup) prepared by Istvbn's wife 
Caroline. The welcome was really "hot" 
and not only because of the  paprika! We 
were the first western kitefliers ever t o  
arrive in Budapest. 

At ten o'clock on  Saturday morning, 
everything was ready on  Obudai Sziget, 
the green island situated on  the Danube 
river between Buda and Pest. When we 

arrived a t  the large grassy glade in the 
middle of the island, Istvdn introduced us 
t o  the  other Hungarian kitefliers. 

For ten minutes we continued shaking 
hands, wearing large embarassed smiles t o  
overcome the language barrier. The Hun- 
garian kitefliers were a great many and of 
all ages. I could not help but regret that  I 
would never be able t o  remember all 
those names bristling with consonants. 

At the same time, I was struck by their 
formality (which made them seem like 
old-fashioned Europeans) and, conversely, 
by their extreme friendliness. 

Marco, as he later confessed t o  me, 
was very impressed by that clearing full 
of devices and busy organizers. And in 
actual fact, there was good reason t o  be 

Rino Milone's diary of the Spring Kite 
Festival in Budapest is the first report 
to appear in Kite Lines from behind the 
iron curtain. Rino was helped in 
translating his story from Italian by  
Margaret Marinelli, his English friend. 
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impressed: four walkie-talkies were crack- 
ling; Japanese carp windsocks were blow- 
ing and wind sleeves were spinning round 
from a high frame; people were coming 
and going from two large tents (one was a 
shelter for all the articles not in use, the 
other was where the finishing touches 
were put on kites by a teacher and about 
ten young pupils); there was someone 
stacking sandwiches, someone preparing 
drinks, someone marking off various 
positions on the field with long red and 
white bands, which stood out well on the 
bright green grass. 

Farther away, groups of families in 
bathing costumes were sunbathing quietly 
on blankets in spite of the bracing wind. 

Two television cameras and various 
instant cameras were poking about every- 
where, trying not t o  miss anything. 

omething which impressed both of S us equally were two large severe- 
looking tripods, each with a heavy, pro- 
fessional device upon it. (A goniometer? 
A telemeter? 1 dared not ask.) They were 
for measuring the altitude of the kites; 
this was clear, yes, but how? 

Cloudy memories of trigonometry 
came to mind while I was trying to direct 
one of the two mysterious instruments 
toward a big Cody far away and low in 
the very blue sky. The line to which it 
was attached-a rope as thick as my 
finger-skimmed the distant tree tops on 
the shores of the Danube and then slowly 
disappeared. 

While we were busy unpacking the 
kites, the wind was gradually getting 
stronger. A couple of sudden gusts sug- 
gested that I launch a heart-shaped kite 
which works like a delta and which is 
called Hungarian Heart in Italy. I was 
hoping my gesture would be appreciated 
as when a yacht is abroad and the cour- 
tesy flag of the host country is hoisted. 

My Hungarian Heart lifted itself up 
in seconds, pulsing in the sky. It absorbed 
the gusts of wind magnificently and I 
congratulated myself on the diplomatic 
choice, confirmed by the fact that, 
almost simultaneously, on the other side 
of the field, three other Hungarian Hearts 
were flying up into the sky to  keep mine 
company. 

They were in the colors of the Hun- 
garian flag and all three were tied in a 
cluster to the same line. They made an 
impressive show tumbling and pulsing 
around each other. Since white, red and 
green are also the colors of the Italian 
flag, I thought of attracting attention to 
this in order t o  have a topic with which 
to  break the ice. 

I approached the kiteflier who was 
holding the line of an enormous Hungari- 

Hungarian flag colors are favored on kites such as 
(above) a centipede and (below left) Hungarian 
hearts. Below right is Sieger de Boer's stunter. 

- 
an Heart which had just gone up. He, in trying to fly their kites. We do not know 
turn, was moving toward me. We found whether the kites-or the people flying 
no language in common and it was not them-made a more striking show for the 
even possible t o  use gestures because our small crowd of spectators which had 
hands were busy with the lines, but the gradually collected. 
meeting was nevertheless significant. In the afternoon, after a plentiful 

We started off straightaway with a mis- lunch of sandwiches and wines offered by 
understanding: he thought I wanted to the host club, a rokkaku battle took 
claim paternity for the project and, con- place. 
sequently, I thought he was jealous that In spite of the fact that it was my first 
one of his creatures had been born out- time, I willingly accepted an invitation to 
side the Hungarian border. join one of the two teams. I happened to be 

Thanks to Istvrin's providential, ex- in the one which spoke only Hungarian! 
planatory translation, we ended up by I must confess that I was not able to 
laughing about it: we were just like two follow much of the action nor t o  enjoy 
ladies at  a party who discover they are what was happening in the sky: I was too 
wearing the same dress! busy following my teammates on the 

T he sudden hissing and flashing of a ground, holding on to the kite line with- 
train of Flexifoils, representing var- out hindering the rapid changes of direc- 

ious European flags, announced the arrival tion. They were running frantically back- 
on the field of Sieger de Boer, who was wards and forwards, right and left, obey- 
beginning to recover from the 27-hour ing orders given by a captain in Hun- 
bus journey which separates Amsterdam garian! Everything was very fast and very 
from Budapest. The thought of the enter- perturbing. 
tainment that Sieger would provide lifted Only after a while was I able to under- 
our spirits and compensated us for the stand that we had to pass behind the 
fact that, in a short while, his magnificent other team in order that our line could 
acrobatic kites would eclipse ours. make a circle around theirs. The other 

Another group of kitefliers from West team, running and dodging, was trying 
Germany were making their debut, stag- to do the same thing to us. 
ing an aerial battle of Indian fighter kites When the adversary rokkaku fell, 
-made in Stuttgart! tumbling like an enormous leaf, I let out  

Eastern and Western Europeans, united a sigh of relief. I was almost worn out. 
against the caprices of a wind that was be- The tension of the two kite lines (each 
coming more strange and violent, were pulled by six people) was considerable, 
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Below, a moment during the Rokkaku Challenge with lstvan Bodoczky in center. 
Upper right, an altitude measuring device in use on the field. Lower right, the 
"Concertina," an Eiji Ohashi design, built by Bodoczky and Matias Gasko. 

but I would never have believed that such 
brief and little rubbing was sufficient t o  
make one kite line cut the other, making 
it melt a t  the point of contact. 

While we were exultantly shaking 
hands, the captain of the opposite team 
came to ask us for a return game. I would 
have withdrawn willingly, but I did not  
feel I could. 

Instead, I asked Istvan the meaning of 
one of the words which my teammates 
had shouted frequently and which had 
been the cause 'of considerable confusion 
for me. At least I would understand how 
to do one ~ h i n g  without waiting t o  see it  
done and risking being dragged along or  
making my companions, attached t o  the 
same line, fall down like skittles. 

The word sounded like "er-re" or 
"er-reu." During the first half of the  
competition, I had interpreted it as "to 
the right," and during the second half I 
thought it meant "to the left." Istvin ex- 
plained that  it  meant only "this way." 

D uring the second battle, I decided, 
therefore, not t o  listen t o  any or- 

ders. Thus I ran backward and forward, 
pretending not t o  hear them. What I did 
hear was "zzzss," a hissing noise well 
known t o  kitefliers: the running line had 
burnt a strip of finger which was not  in- 
side my glove. 

In the evening, during the magnificent 
cold dinner offered by the Hungarian 
club-apart from speeches, toasts, videos 

and awards-there were also some argu- 
ments (helped along, n o  doubt, by the 
Hungarian wine) about the sound of a 
kite line burn. Was it "zzzss" or "ssszz?" 
In Hungary, you know, they are experts 
in consonants. 

After dinner, about twenty people 
moved into a large room for a workshop 
by Dr. Franz Arz of Stuttgart, West Ger- 
many. There were a great many bamboo 
strips, paper of every sort, special glues 
and everything needed t o  build Indian 
fighter kites. 

The next morning the wind was more 
reasonable than the day before. In spite 
of this, very few Indian fighter kites were 
frisking in the sky. (Perhaps most of us 
were slightly less ascetic than Indian kite 
builders.) 

During the conclusive half day of the 
festival, in addition to  the usual flights of 
many beautiful kites, two things happened 
which struck me as remarkable. 

The first one was a mysterious, open- 
air award ceremony on the field with 
diplomas and charming objects for  
prizes. Marco was given a prize for his 
multiflare. Even now we wonder if it was 
for the nicest or biggest kite. The diploma 
itself was even more mysterious. 

The second thing was the enthusiasm 
of the  people for the kites of Sieger de 
Boer. He was urged t o  sell a number of 
his kites, beyond which he  refused t o  go. 
Otherwise, Sieger commented jokingly, 

he would have t o  extend his stay t o  spend 
all the money. It is strictly forbidden t o  
take Hungarian florins, which he kept 
slipping into his pocket, out  of the 
country. 

A pleasant extended stay would have 
allowed him to take part in the perfor- 
mance t o  be held the following Friday 
on a hill in Budapest, a t  which real pic- 
tures would fly. 

They were t o  be pictures by famous 
Hungarian artists, pictures which Istvin 
arranged t o  mount  on  flying frames. It 
would be a metamorphosis of painters 
into kitefliers, instead of the usual per- 
formance by kitefliers who paint their 
own kites. 

U nfortunately, we had to leave be- 
forehand, and we were sorry also 

because Istvin, who is a painter, had 
shown us some lovely pictures by his col- 
leagues, pictures already framed for flying. 
To  tempt us t o  stay, he suggested that  we 
think of the paintings against the light of 
the sunset on one of the most impressive 
hills in the city. 

We left Budapest with that  thought- 
and regret-and with the  desire t o  return 
next year. After all, most international 
kite festivals are similar, but in Budapest 
there had been something special. All the 
Western kitefliers were in agreement on  
this. 

In Budapest, the Hungarian Heart is 
not  only a kite. % 
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Empty Spaces in the Sky 

John H. Sherburne 
John H. Sherburne, a retired merchant of 
Rye, New York, living in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, died September 17, 1987 at  age 78. 

He had been a regular attendee at  kite 
events on  the East Coast, where his en- 
thusiasm was appreciated and his compe- 
titive abilities rewarded, especially in alti- 
tude sprints with his winged box designs 
(one of which appeared in Kite Lines, 
Summer-Fall 1987). "If they didn't fly, 
he would keep at  them until they did 
fly," his wife Naomi said. 

John was a fixture a t  the Walter Fuller 
Field in St. Petersburg where he taught 
kites t o  youth groups and flew many kites 
himself, testing and retesting his designs. 

Thomas E. Cowls 
He was born in England in 1906 and came 
to America with his parents a t  the age of 
four. When he grew u p  in Portland, Ore- 
gon, the Depression cast a shadow over 
his ambitions, but  he worked hard as a 
salesman, made friends easily and even- 
tually established his own wholesale food 
business. He was active in the Masonic 
Lodge, bowling, church and gardening. 
When he  was ready t o  retire, he  sold the 
business and was able to  travel around the 
world with his wife, Charlene, before her 
illness slowed them down. In recent years, 
he was her devoted nurse until her death 
in November 1986. 

He had one daughter, two grand- 
daughters and three great-grandchildren. 
He was visiting them for Christmas when 
he died on  December 24, 1987. 

He was not  a kiteflier. But he was a 
friend of any kiteflier automatically. He 
was a booster and supporter of kiteflying 
and this magazine more than anyone 
knew. He always had faith in me. He was 
my father. -V.G. 

David B. DeBolt 
Dave DeBolt of Winchester, Indiana, died 
September 9, 1987, a t  the age of 65. He 
had entered a hospital a week earlier when 
it  was discovered that  he  had inoperable 
cancer. He is survived by his wife Lois, 
three children and six grandchildren. 

Dave came t o  kiting in 1977, after re- 
tiring from a 25-year career as a glass 
mold maker. His interest in kites, he said, 
was inspired by farmerlkiteflier Ansel 
Toney in the neighboring town of Farm- 
land, only 1 0  miles from Winchester. 
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Dave made numerous friends through- 
ou t  the kite community with his smile, 
patience and generosity. He was quick t o  
organize a kite display, pu t  on a flying 
demonstration or conduct a workshop. 
He gained a national reputation for his 
creative individual designs and outstand- 
ing kite trains. 

Examples included a delta kite covered 
with 6,913 postage stamps, a train of 
714 five-inch Eddy kites, and a train of 
101  24-inch Eddys-each kite pieced to- 
gether (heat sealed) from sections of 
rainbow colored trash bags. 

In December of 1984, Dave decorated 
the DeBolt house for  Christmas with a 
traffic-stopping "kyte," complete with 
tail and flying line covered with hundreds 
of tiny light bulbs. In 1986 he brought 
smiles t o  our faces with his polka-dot 
clown outfit and matching kite. 

Dave was an active member of several 
kite clubs and, in 1986, he was one of the 
founders of the Hoosier Kiteflyers 
Association. With his wife Lois, Dave 
travelled t o  kite events throughout 
Indiana, Ohio and Illinois, and their 
sticker-laden camper was a familiar and 
reassuring sight. 

Lois plans t o  set Dave's kites flying at  
future festivals. 

A Comment  on  Dave DeBolt, 
a Brother of the Train 
Late one night, about five years ago, my 
telephone rang at  home in New Jersey. It 
was Dave DeBolt calling from Indiana t o  
talk about kite trains. He said that he was 
making an Eddy train and asked if I could 
give him some hints. Sure, I said, and we 
chatted at  length about high-tech things 
like trash bags and masking tape. 

Nearing the end of the conversation, 
Dave asked m e  how many kites I had in 
m y  train at  the time. I told him 100 and 
asked how many he planned for his train. 
He chuckled and said, "One hundred and 
one, brother." -L.M.C. 

H. A. Spafford 
H. A. "Van" Spafford died in St. Peters- 
burg, Florida on May 15,  1987, a t  the age 
of 87, according t o  a letter recently 
received a t  Kite Lines from his daughter. 
He was born in Cromwell, Iowa and had 
retired from the Illinois Public Health 
Service as a civil engineer after 35 years 
of service. 

Spafford made a strong case for the 
historic credit due to  Malaysia for the 
bowed kite, which a t  the turn of the cen- 
tury was called the Holland kite before 
its popularization by William A. Eddy (see 
Kite Lines Winter-Spring 1987, page 9). 

Spafford said, "I feel that any two- 
stick kite having the horizontal stick 
bowed should be called a Malay t o  honor 
the people who discovered the dihedral 
principle. Eddy and Woglom merely 
refined the idea." 

Spafford's daughter Marjorie wrote: 
"Dad was a thoughtful student of kite- 
flying principles from the age of 1 0  when 
he flew his homemade Malay kite for 
hours without a tail to  the amazement of 
the townspeople of Cromwell, Iowa. He 
had been trying t o  duplicate that perfor- 
mance for 75 years. This year he did it." 

-V.G. 

Raymond D. Reel 
Professor Ray Reel of Oak Ridge, Tennes- 
see, died on  July 14,  1987 at  the age of 
80. After suffering a stroke, he had been 
living in a nursing home several months. 

Ray was an engineer, physicist and 
teacher who had traveled t o  over a hun- 
dred countries in his lifetime and lived 
many years in Vienna, Austria. He was 
active in cycling, hiking, folk dancing, 
skiing, chess, rope skipping-and kiting. 

He was one of the first subscribers t o  
Kite Tales (predecessor of Kite Lines) at  
its start in 1964. Since July 1962 it was 
his practice to  fly a kite in every month 
of the year. His correspondence with Kite 
Lines reflects his very enthusiastic per- 
sonality. We finally met Ray in 1984. By 
this time he and his wife Lea had settled 
in Oak Ridge, and he was teaching kite 
classes. 

In 1980 he wrote, "Let m e  tell you of 
m y  dream ... to  d o  this teaching as well as 
possible and t o  use the ones so taught t o  
teach others, and thereby work u p  a 
cadre of knowledgeable enthusiasts t o  put  
over a program of kiting for crippled chil- 
dren ... adults, plus senior citizens, school 
kids o r  whoever!" 

After his stroke Lea put  a kite in Ray's 
hand as he sat outside in his wheelchair. 
But because of his affliction, "he didn't 
know what it was." 

We will long remember the enthusiasm 
of Ray Reel, who never missed a month 
without kiteflying. -V.G. 



John W. Jordan 
"Everybody has something to do," his 
wife Evorie said, "and he had kites." John 
Jordan died on March 3 1 ,  1988, 20 days 
before his 76th birthday. 

He had flown kites all his life, but 
after retiring as an electrician for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, he set up a 
workshop in his garage and started design- 
ing and making kites. 

John specialized in using recycled 
materials: old computer cards, plastic 
foam trays, paper plates and such. The 
homemade look of his kites rendered 
them noncommercial, but his concern 
was helping people, especially children, to 
make and fly their own craft. 

John Jordan teaches kites t o  children at a 
public l ibrary in  Texas. 

His childlike delight in kites and his 
crinkle-eyed smile brought as much sun- 
shine to the world as the kites themselves. 
He fought cancer for several years, bring- 
ing it under such control that few people 
even knew about it. He ran many kite 
workshops, entered the Zilker Park Kite 
Festival in Austin most years, appeared 
on television several times, and sold 
nearly 4,000 copies of his book, How to 
Make Your Own Kite (New Kites), which 
contained many of his designs, three of 
which were granted patents. 

At John's funeral, Evorie said, "the 
children made gorgeous kites out of 
flowers and the program was printed with 
kite pictures. I never saw anything like 
the outpouring for him." 

John leaves his wife, four children (who 
are kitefliers) and many friends. -V.G. 

txperlence true prec~s~on 
flying w~ th  

~ P Y T Q - J ~ \  m 
3585 Delisle, Montreal (Quebec) Canada, 

H4C 1.2 (514) 932- 6657 

KNOWN & FLOWN 
WORLD-WIDE 

THE ACCUUMED 
10th ANNNUISARY 

DEWlCA KITE 
Designed and entirely handcrafted by 

Bob Ingraham, founder of the American 
Kitefliers Association and KITE TALES 
magazine (predecessor o f  KITE LINES). 

0 Now with all fiberglass spars- 
unbreakable, flexible and won't warp. 

Spars have soft fabric protectors. 
Made entirely of high grade ripstop 

nylon with removable wing and center 
spars. Has 7-foot span. Sewn entirely in 

attractive creative stitching. 
Flies in exceptionally low wind Order from: 

velocities, is highly responsive to  Bob Ingraham thermal l i f t  and has wide wind range 
capability. Easily erected with 

unbreakable slip-in type spreader bar. 3 15 N. k y i ~ d  St. 
Twocolor design on canopy and keel. Silver city, N.M. 8806 1 

$39.95 each 
plus $2.50 shipping and handling (505) 538-9083 
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D IG, BLOND SOFT-SPOKEN Douglas HIS KITE LINES SERIES features a T A. Hagaman of Seattle, Washington has reader's kite picture on a whole page 
been making kites for about 10 years, and in full color in each issue. Yours could be 

through that time he has centered most of the next one! What kind of kite photo- 
his attention on parafoils. graph qualifies for this honor? 

The patent for the parafoil, originally First, the kite must fly well. Support- 
granted 70 Domina Jalbert, ran out in ing information must be included describ- 
1983. Many people then began making ing the kite's typical flight and giving its 
parafoils, some better and some worse dimensions, materials and history. 

than Jalbert's own. Doug's were among Second, the kite must be beautiful. 
the better. Agreed, beauty is in the sky of the behold- 

They were so good, in fact, reflecting er. This is an openly subjective criterion. 
Doug's painstaking craftsmanship, that he Third, the kite must show some quality 

had to make the kites always "to order," of originality in either form, craftsman- 
never by mass-production. If you want a ship, color, decoration or use of attached 
Hagaman parafoil you must specify your elements. 
colors and wait at least three weeks. Doug's Fourth, the photograph (as a separate 
regular job is specialist technician at  a consideration from the kite in it) must be 
boat yard, and kites are his avocation. of high artistic and technical quality- 

Accurately is the only way Doug will sharp, well-framed, rich in color. For 
let himself make a parafoil. He wants t o  printing, we prefer 35mm or larger trans- 
be sure you have a "balanced flying ma- parencies. We can also use color prints if 
chine-not one flying left or right but one they are 811 x 1011 or larger. Tip: we favor Pretty enough 
in-tune with the wind." He uses only "the vertical format over horizontal. to decorate your wall 
finest stabilized material" (ripstop nylon) The photograph should be taken in 
because "nothing makes you feel more one of two modes: as a close-up of the Rugged enough 
helpless than to build a beautiful kite, kite in the sky, the kite filling at  least to crash and fly again 
then daily watch its flight decay because one-third of the film area; or as a back- 
you got such a good deal at  the fabric ground-inclusive shot, showing people, 
shop-and now the fabric is stretching scenery, etc., behind the kite. In any case, Also available: 
three different ways." the kite should be shown well, although 

Doug makes his parafoils systematical- not necessarily flying, as long as the sup- 
ly, arranging the colors to prevent loss of porting information establishes the kite's 
light through the double layers of fabric; flyability. In fact, background features 
then cutting the sail with a hot knife to give a reference point and sometimes 
1/1611 tolerances; then gluing and stitch- increased interest to a picture. 
ing the seams, section by section; and We suggest you take many pictures of 
finally bridling the kites with low-stretch the kite. Snap it in the sky, at festivals, 
~ a c r o n ~  polyester line, measuring and morning, noon and night-even indoors 
matching each shroud group exactly. Last, on display. Discard any preconceptions of 
Doug test-flies each kite to pre-stretch the what a "correct" kite photograph should 
lines and to  adjust the kite if necessary. be. Then send US no more than five 

The parafoil has the greatest lifting photographs of one kite at  a time. To 
capacity for its weight of any known kite avoid risk of sending an original trans- 
-and Doug handles his creations with ap- parency or photograph, you may send a 
propriate respect and the skill that comes duplicate for review. 
from experience. He often uses his kites to Ship in stiff protective packaging and 
haul windsocks, banners and flags into the enclose a self-addressed envelope with 
air. One kite has the visual effect of a full stamps or international reply coupons for 
sky. No wonder Doug is often invited to return of your material-otherwise, we 
kite festivals; his parafoils have flown on cannot guarantee its return. 
both coasts of the U.S., in Canada, China, Photographs submitted must be not 
Japan, Singapore-and many other places previously published. After publication in 
they have traveled with other owners. Kite Lines, further rights revert to the 

In June of 1985, Doug was working at  photographer and kitemaker. 
catch the wind on the Oregon coast. The Kite Lines credits both kitemakers and 
photograph opposite shows an H-17 and photographers. A photographer may take 
an H-80 at Moolack Beach. The streamers pictures of a kite not his or her own, but 
that frame the kites are by John Waters. in such case should ask the kitemaker's 
They flow on the wind in contrast to the help in supplying information for the sub- 
high angle of the parafoils that sprout like mission. You are invited to enter! You have 
stiff reeds from the sand. -V.G. nothing to  lose but your obscurity. $' 
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I i n m t h ~  f i  I Classifieds 

Classifieds are l imited t o  non-commercial and 
personal advertisers. Rates are $1.00 per word, 
$1 0.00 minimum, payable in advance. Publisher 
reserves the right t o  reject any ad and t o  abbre- 
viate t o  save space. Send copy and payment to:  
K lTE LINES, Post Office Box 466, Randalls- 
town, Maryland 21133-0466, USA. 

FOR SALE 

GARBER TARGET KlTE parts: write or call 
for informat~on and prtce list. Craig Wilson, 
5355 Broken Bow Rd., Sun Prairie, WI 53590; 
(608) 837-0840. 

I ACCE55ORlfi I I KITE PATENTS: Every kite-related patent 
issued in the U.S.A. in list form (a one-line 
description including numbers, names and 
dates). Available for $50 from Ed Grauel, 799 

Elmwood Terrace, Rochester, NY 14620. 

1985 USAIUSSR "PEACE" KITES, nylon, 
limited edition of 100. $1 00 each. Sky Scrapers 
Kites, P.O. Box 11 149, Denver, CO 8021 1. 

CLOSE-OUT: 500 Mylar Indian fighting kites. 
Monarch butterfly graphics. Fiberglass bow, 
spruce spar. Packed in mailing tube. Price 
negotiable. Contact: Frank Nowak, Searle Rd., 

WANTED 

"PARAKITES" written by Gilbert T. Woglom 
and published by Putnam in 1896. Contact 
Pete lanuzzi, 1908 Old Frederick Rd., Catons- 
ville, MD 21 228. 

K lTE CLIPPINGS and news articles are always 
wanted by K lTE LINES. Surprise rewards! 

FREE 

"Tight Lines," newsletter of the Greater 
Delaware Valley Kite Society, P.O. Box 888, 
Newfield, NJ 08344. N o  strings attached. 

HELP ME t o  f ind persons or kitc 
change buttons, cloth patches or 
clubs, even photos? I can offer 
om the Drachen Club Deutsch. 
an Kite Club). I would like tc 
yone who is interested. Michae 
ahnhofstrasse 8, D-2059 Dall- 

dorf, West Germany. 

I I DISCOUNT PRICES 

I Hawaiian TeamlSpin-Off $90 
$4.50 Shipping - CA 6.5% Tax I 

I Write for free booklet & prices 
891 Ashiya, Montebello, CA 90640 

(213) 722-5206 I 

Quality rainbow wooden small spools 
wound with 500' nylon flying line, 

iorge ronge of wooden spools available. 
Good stockists of fighter kites, 
fabric kites, wind socks, etc. 

-contact immediately- 

phone SALEEM & COMPANY 
4911 P. 0. Box 4 

Cable: 49, Bazar Mulla Zarief 
HANDICRAFT RAMPUR, U.P. 244901, INDIA 
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It's Fast. 
It's m e r y .  

not for beginners. 
SPEED line is for the competitor. Stunt kite competitors are a new breed of 
pilot. They demand more of themselves. They expect more of their equipment. 

PEED line is a product competitors understand-from the first touch of the 
ne braid of Spectram 1000 fibers to the thrill of feeling its fast response in 
ultiple turns and wraps. 

ED line is a specialized line for a special kind of flyer. If you're interested 
chnical data or would like to test drive SPEED line, then call a specializ- 
ource-your kite store. 

S T U N T  L I N E S  KITE TRADE ASSN 
MEMBER 

I 1480 Clernentina San Francisco 94 1 0 3  (4 15) 8S6- 1 6 0  1 - 

SPEED 1s a trademark of Shant~ K~te Spools 
Spectra 1s a trademark of Allled S~gnal Technologies 
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